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I address the use of bushland on the edge of Melbourne.
Bushland reserves in the peri‐urban fringe around Melbourne are under‐utilised by people in urban
areas. With imaginative support from the existing Landcare Program and Environmental
Volunteering initiative, Friends and Landcare groups could host ‘come and explore’ events targeting
people in urban areas, introducing people to specific bushland reserves, so they come to appreciate
the specifics of flora and fauna, the broad brush of the landscapes, and the intangible delights of
being outside in all weathers.
The parks maintained by ParksVic come up on a google search, and have well‐defined tracks and
information. But what about the hundreds of small reserves being cared for by hundreds of Friends
and Landcare groups around Melbourne?
People unfamiliar with the bush are hesitant to go to these places alone. They think they are
dangerous when they are delightful, and hard to get to when in fact many can be reached within an
hour or less, by car or on public transport. At the same time, the community groups caring for these
places want to introduce the places they love to others. The groups are organised, run regular
events and have their insurance and procedures for managing risks. They have enthusiasm and an
intimate knowledge of their places, and they won’t charge a bean. If some of those who visit come
back to help at working bees, that would be a bonus.
In an age when Airbnb, Car Next Door and a dozen dating sites allow people to choose people,
places and resources to connect to, with confidence, at low cost, and simply, surely it is entirely
possible to build and manage an app that lets people who want to go bush find groups ready to host
them.
That would, at a stroke, make much more of the environmental infrastructure waiting on
Melbourne’s doorstep.

