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The Committee Manager
Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee
Parliament House
Spring Street
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002
Email : eii@parliament.vic.gov.au

Dear Committee Manager
Mountain Biking Trails of our Regional Forests

I am writing to you in my capacity as Club President of the Bendigo Mountain Bike Club Inc.,
(BMBC) and we are providing a submission to the Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for
Growing Populations.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the current and future arrangements to
secure environmental infrastructure, particularly parks and open space, for a growing population
in Melbourne and across regional centres.
Our submission primarily focuses on the planning and implementation of formalised trail
networks for mountain biking and recreational access in parks and forests of the greater
Bendigo area.
The BMBC have, for over ten years, advocated for and worked hard in an open and transparent
way as an involved and passionate community organisation. We have time and time again been
assured by Parks Victoria, of their willingness to work with and support the development of a
formalised trail network and yet, we have continually been ignored. We are extremely
disappointed with this approach, believing it is short sighted and non-inclusive of community.
No formalised trails, other than a single 5km loop trail, have been recognised in the Bendigo
area. This brings to the fore the urgent need for a plan for the future that supports and
underpins sustainable mountain biking infrastructure for Greater Bendigo.
This identified need is supported by the following points, these points are the key elements to
our submission:
▪

Our monitoring of uses accessing the forests in just one location numbers an approx.
average of 300 riders per week over a 5-year period.

▪

Our membership based has grown from approx. 60 in 2012 to greater than 300 in 2020.

▪

Physical and Mental health and wellbeing is intrinsically linked to being able to access
the natural environment.

▪

Providing planned, formalised trails protects the environment by stopping unapproved
trail construction and aids maintenance and risk management.

▪

The regional centre of Bendigo currently supports 6 shops that deal specifically in
mountain bikes indicating an ongoing demand and growing industry.
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▪

The adoption of an integrated planning and development approach of Conservation,
Restoration and Recreation will succeed where trying to restrict community access and
uses only leads to poor management outcomes.

We ask for the State Government to invest in the adoption of a plan to provide formalised trails
in the Bendigo bushland and invest in the construction of trails to both support a significant
population desire and interest which will also bring about the conservation and restoration of our
natural environment.
There appears to be a complete inability of Parks Victoria and DELWP to meet community
needs as the relevant land managers and to be actively involved in the management of
mountain biking as a legitimate recreational activity in Greater Bendigo’s National and Regional
Parks.
We consider the role of public agencies to implement Victorian Government policy, it would
appear that Parks Victoria seem intent on removing and ignoring the vibrant, active growing
recreational activity of mountain biking.
The Victorian Government is committed to supporting and enabling an integrated, whole
of government approach that recognises the benefits of healthy parks and other natural
assets for the health and wellbeing of all Victorians.
The Victorian Memorandum for Health and Nature outlines rapidly growing awareness that a
thriving natural environment not only conserves biological diversity but also sustains the health
and wellbeing of people and communities. It states: Our parks and other open spaces provide
critical settings that enhance our wellbeing and liveability by providing places for physical
exercise, relaxation, play, learning and discovery. We know that being in nature enriches our
minds and bodies, making us feel energised and alive and recognises aims of Biodiversity 2037
is to significantly increase the number of Victorians spending time in nature, for the benefit of
the environment and people alike.
Mountain biking supports Regional Development Victoria’s Healthy Heart of Victoria for Loddon
Campaspe Region and provides valuable community activity for children, women and families to
participate in a healthy outdoor activity. This also aligns with the Parks Victoria vision of Health
Parks, Healthy People.
The Victorian Environmental Assessment Council (VEAC) have made it clear through the 2001
Box Iron Bark recommendations and the 2017 Central West Investigation that mountain biking
is an appropriate recreational activity in National and Regional parks.
Like the BMBC, there are active passionate groups for the environment who lobby for the
removal and restriction of mountain biking on Bendigo’s public land. A sustainable trail network
is aimed at supporting health and wellbeing outcomes through active living and engaging with
the environment.
The growing population and changing demographics of how people interact with the natural
environment, the position put forward that mountain biking be restricted from forests and rely on
private land is completely unworkable and unacceptable.
Research presented at Australia’s inaugural Bicycle Tourism Conference held in Bendigo by Dr
Anthony Burton PhD, MPIA provided an insight on what mountain bikers want - Nature, scenery,
and sightseeing, with a mix of highly accessible and more remote scenic and unique
environments was a core part of the cycling experience.
The Bendigo bushland environment is a precious resource for the entire Bendigo community,
and is highly valued by our members, and like-minded recreational users. The adoption of a
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formalised trail network provides a forward direction to ensuring that this environment is
protected and enhanced through the planned trails and professional construction.
Bendigo Mountain Bike Club’s vision is for a sustainable trail network for Bendigo forests that
protects the environment, supports the significant established and growing mountain biking
community and provides health and wellbeing outcomes for the Greater Bendigo community.
If you have any queries please contact me by email
, or our secretary, Jason Carter by email
Yours faithfully

Barry Floyd
Club President
Bendigo Mountain Bike Club Inc.

Cc:
The Hon Jacinta Allan MP
Member for Bendigo East
Email: jacinta.allan@parliament.vic.gov.au

phone on
.

