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Dear State Government Of Victoria
This is a written submission in regards to the Environment Infrastructure Inquiry concerning Green Infrastructure.

Melbourne is famous for its magnificent parks and gardens that surround the CBD. These parks were the vision of
Charles Joseph La Trobe, Victoria's first Governor. He envisioned that when Melbourne was a metropolis of 5 million
people in the future, its citizens would benefit in a massive way if the Hoddle Grid was surrounded by a magnificent
collection of parks and gardens. When La Trobe was younger, he would holiday in Neuchatel, Switzerland and take
expansive walks through nature. Those experiences in Switzerland enabled La Trobe to appreciate what benefits
citizens can have with a group of world class parks and gardens surrounding the city.
It is of the utmost importance to protect the biodiversity of Melbourne. Melbourne's ranking as the worlds most
livable city is due in part to its magnificent parks and gardens.
It is important to recognise that before Melbourne was established, for thousands of years tribes of the Kulin Nation
managed the land and waters here. In the Kulin Nation, north of the Yarra River is Wurundjeri Country, and south of
the Yarra River is Boon Wurrung Country. For the Wurundjeri people and the Boon Wurrung people, as magnificent
as these parks are they also have another meaning. The parks and gardens of Victoria is land and water that was
managed for thousands of years by First Nations tribes. For many, many generations before Europeans arrived.
Considering the green infrastructure of Victoria it is vital to also recognise the relationship and connection First
Nation tribes have with the land and the water.
Melbourne's green infrastructure needs to be protected. Part of Melbourne's green infrastructure, and a pivotal
component of its biodiversity is the trees, plants and grasses found at Treasury Square and along the southern part
of Flinders Street in the city, and the land between Flinders Street and the railway tracks south of Flinders Street,
Melbourne, 3000.
Treasury Square is a pivotal nature Corridor that links Treasury Gardens and Fitzroy Gardens with Birrarung Marr
and the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.
An environmental impact assessment must be made of Treasury Square and the southern part of Flinders Street.
How many native marsupials and mice make this their habitat?
This is a vital biosphere corridor for birds traveling between Treasury Gardens and the Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne.
How many birds nest here?
Could soil be added around the trees on the southern part of Flinders Street and native grasses be planted?
We need to protect this existing green space. It helps keep the city cool in summer and is an underrated green area
of Melbourne that deserves to be preserved and appreciated more.
This area should be developed into a world class flora and fauna reserve.
It would be a sensational addition to the open green spaces of Melbourne.
Such a park would fit in with the philosophy of Charles Joseph La Trobe.
Building on this site would severely limit the biosphere, it would diminish and divide Melbourne's green
infrastructure, and would be a betrayal of La Tribes vision of Melbourne being surrounded by magnificent parklands
and gardens.
These parks are an integral part of what makes Melbourne marvellous.
Dropping in a reprise version in triplicate of a Gas and Fuel Building will detract in a massive way the reputation of
Melbourne being an eco conscious city, with a world class urban forest project.
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Treasury Square and the southern part of Flinders Street and the land south of Flinders Street to the railway tracks is
a critical open space for the City of Melbourne and must be preserved.
Imagine the State Government of Victoria working with the City of Melbourne and the Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne to create a brilliant, world class garden park.
Millions of citizens travel past this area on trains and their well being would be enhanced with a beautiful garden. It
would be a stunning addition to Melbourne's green infrastructure.
Such an incredible green infrastructure so close to the city needs to be preserved and not squandered. Future
generations will appreciate this as we now appreciate Charles Joseph La Trobes vision. Such an incredible green
infrastructure at Treasury Square fits in with Melbourne's DNA. Melbourne will become more liveable with such a
great garden park.
Best regards
Chris Thrum
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