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Dear Decision Makers,
I write as a resident of Riddells Creek, a peri‐urban township in the Macedon Ranges Shire which is earmarked to
double its population to just over 6000.
As an urban fringe town we are on the eastern edge of the Macedon Ranges neighbouring Sunbury which is in
Greater Melbourne.
Riddells Creek residents are highly engaged citizens who write seemingly endless objections to inappropriate
development. Developers from Melbourne apply to the Macedon Ranges Shire Council with plans that mimic
suburbia, do not seek to keep the village atmosphere and at best have corner block sized public parks and open
spaces.
See the attached map of Riddells Creek Reserves which gives the impression we are blessed with many public open
spaces.
Conglomerate Gully, Sandy Creek, Mt Charlie Flora and Fauna Reserve and Mt Teneriffe are beautiful bushland
expanses but are some way out of town and are traversable for fit, robust and active people. T Hill Reserve is
undeveloped as open Parkland and has no traversable entrance.
Wybejong Park is a linear riparian Park dedicated to indigenous plants, has numerous walking tracks connecting it to
the town centre which is close, and is tended by a monthly well attended working bee to weed, mow, plant and plan
its future development. Out of all the Riddells Creek Reserves it is the most visited, especially during the Covid19
pandemic restrictions. Its walking tracks along the creek also function as a wildlife corridor. It connects the historic
pine arboretum Walter Smith Lake Park to the historic Smiths Nursery which operated as a nursery from the 1860’s
to the early 1900’s. This riparian walking track/wildlife corridor needs to be extended up and down the length of
Riddells Creek as the population influx expands our town.
The local volunteer group Greening of Riddell has written over 20 letters to the Macedon Ranges Shire Council,
Parks Victoria, Melbourne Water, Western Water and DELWP to reinstate a toilet block which was vandalised in
2007 and never replaced due to its proximity to the waterway. This year, 2020, the red brick structure was
demolished. Situated on the Kilmore‐Gisborne Road intersection with the Riddell Road to Sunbury the toilet was an
ideal spot to stop for locals, including Wybejong Park volunteers and travellers from afar. The Carre‐Riddell Reserve
where the toilet block was situated has barbecues, picnic tables and mowed expanses of grass for gatherings and
occasions. We would really like this fundamental piece of infrastructure reinstated and attached to the sewerage
which runs past on the main road.
Riddells Creek also has a series of important rail reserves which need a more serious and holistic management
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approach as they host rare and endangered orchids, dianellas, moths, geraniums and Banksia marginata.
The other urgent need for the Riddells Creek community is the public acquisition of the land called Barrm Birrm, the
place of many yam daisy roots. On the attached Riddells Creek Reserves map it is called Shone and Schultz land after
the developer who carved it up into blocks and sold it off. The Shire Council has not allowed anyone to build there as
its rich diversity is widely appreciated in the district. It is foothill country in the Ranges going from a tree dominated
landscape into the grassy communities of the volcanic plain. It has a spectacular flora count, few weeds and an
undisturbed soil profile with many tuberous plants and intact ground layer of vegetation, an indispensable kitchen
garden for the original local Wurundjeri inhabitants. Barrm Birrm’s rich diversity is documented in the book
Macedon Range Flora A Photographic Guide to the Flora of Barrm Birrm, Riddells Creek, by Riddells Creek Landcare’s
Russell Best and David Francis (now both deceased).
The public acquisition and management of the remarkable Barrm Birrm is our most cherished wish for the extension
of environmental infrastructure in our region.
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