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Dear Sir/Madam,

Submission to the Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
It is very pleasing to see this inquiry taking place. As you well know, infrastructure planning is the key to successful
environments and Melbourne, clearly has had great outcomes in this area, as it is consistency vote as one of the
world’s most livable cities. One of the major contributors to this, is the planning of the Green Wedge. It has provided
Melbournians with open green spaces to enjoy, within close vicinity of their homes.
The Green Wedge’s, host a mix of agricultural properties, hobby farms and conservation areas and all, are of equal
importance to its sustainability. What would also assist these areas, are networks of share trials for walkers, horse
riders and cyclists that link and could be day, days or even weeks, long experiences.
Many LGA’s already have wonderful trail network but an overarching plan to link them, as well as linking them to
rail networks and regional trails would be a wonderful asset for Melbourne. The small business and tourism
opportunities would be vast.
Horse riding is a very popular sport and pastime in the Green Wedge and rural regional areas. Equine properties
benefit the Green Wedge by helping to support its existence. it is not everyone who want to live and maintain 20
acres but horse owners do. Having grown up in a Green Wedge area and being a horse rider, I am aware of how
the growth in population has put pressure on trails that when I was a child, were predominately developed by and
only used by kids on horses. Now they are shared trail with walkers and bikers from all over Melbourne which I
think is wonderful and telling of the need for trails but what is happening is that the horse riders are now being
locked out of safe trails they have historically used and being pushed onto narrow rural roads with 80km speed
limits and no hard shoulders. An example of this is the Vic’s Park Kinglake Warrandyte.
I am asking the at the committee consider the importance of shared trails as public amenities to environment
infrastructure and that they
1. Plan for more off-road, shared trails for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders across Melbourne
metro and in particular the Green Wedges with, regional and railway links
2. Re-open/increase the off-road, shared trails on public owned land throughout regional/rural Victoria
3. Increase and improve camp sites on public owned land in regional/rural Victoria. Camping with
horses to be included in this proposal.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into this inquiry. I will look forward to learning of the outcomes.
Regards
Kay Cruse

