Environmental Infrastructure Inquiry
Submission S010
Received 23/08/2020

Environmental Infrastructure Inquiry
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
Sunday, 23 August 2020 11:47 AM
Environmental Infrastructure Inquiry
New Submission to Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations

Inquiry Name: Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
Mr Graeme Hanigan

SUBMISSION CONTENT:
‐‐
My wife and I are recreational walkers and cyclists for both the mental and physical benefits, we moved from
Cannons Creek to Rushworth early last year as retirees.
The National Trust recognized Gold Mining Town of Rushworth is a 2‐hour drive from Melbourne, is a popular
weekend tourist destination, and with its very affordable housing is proving to be an attractive destination for
Melbourne retirees; however it does have its drawbacks.
On the 10th of June 2020 the results of the Campaspe Shire Active Living Census were released which you can find
here https://www.campaspe.vic.gov.au/Our‐services/Community‐support‐programs/Healthy‐Heart‐of‐Victoria.
Being a newbie in Rushworth, I was interested to see what it had to say about our Health and Wellbeing. Although
less than half of the population meets the physical activity guidelines, walking is the most popular exercise in
Rushworth for all ages, especially for the 70+ and for those needing assistance.
We also travel a greater distance than the average for the shire, in order to exercise and from the Census the
reasons we travel are:
• The facilities for walking in Rushworth are amongst the lowest for quality and the lowest accessibility in the
Campaspe Shire.
• If you’d rather cycle than walk the results were even worse, with Rushworth offering the lowest quality and the
lowest accessibility in the Campaspe Shire.
• Or if your interest is Gym the results are the same for cycling, with Rushworth offering the lowest quality and the
lowest accessibility in the Campaspe Shire.
The crazy thing is we have at our doorstep a potentially magnificent outdoor recreational facility, the Waranga Rail
Trail which runs along the shore of Waranga Basin to connect with Murchison, via the City of Greater Shepparton
Rail Trail.
Sadly like our health the Waranga Rail Trail is slowly decaying into a state of decrepitness.
The Railway Reserve in Rushworth could be developed into a linear park with playgrounds, outdoor gym equipment,
and static displays of the historic gold mining and timber felling days.
The City of Greater Shepparton completed their Murchison half of the rail trail in 2014, yet the residents of
Campaspe Shire are still waiting for the Rushworth half to be completed despite the project having been scoped,
costed and all landholder approvals gained.
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I would like to acknowledge the past efforts to develop this Rail Trial over the years by so many in the Rushworth
community; we cannot let that effort go to waste.
Despite the poor state of the Waranga Rail Trail is it used daily by local residents and the occasional disappointed
tourist who see it promoted on various tourist maps.
The Campaspe Shire has a duty of care to bring the trail up to an acceptably safe standard.
In addition, the old rail reserves extend from Rushworth to Colbinabbin, Stanhope and Girgarre. The people of
Girgarre have almost completed the restoration of the Rail Trail from Girgarre to Stanhope and if all trails were
completed, Rushworth would become the central hub to a rail‐trail network, a great boost to the towns and
economy of the region.
There is a substantial level of support within the Rushworth Community for the Waranga Rail Trail.
The FaceBook Group ‘Waranga Rail Trail Friends’ was formed in May of this year and at the time of writing this
submission has 282 members.
I am more than happy to discuss the matter and I have supplied recent photographs and of this beautiful yet sadly
neglected community resource.
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