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Dear Sir/Madam,
Submission to the Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
Thank you for the opportunity to have input into this promising investigation into Environmental Infrastructure for the
growing population of Melbourne and across regional centres in Victoria.
I write on behalf of the Nillumbik Horse Action Group Inc. (NHAG) and we agree, that now more than ever (with
COVID-19), “… community access to parks and open space, sporting fields, forest and bushland, wildlife corridors
and waterways.”1 is critical for the population of Greater Melbourne and the outer peri-urban municipalities and
growing regional centres.
Based in Nillumbik Shire, a picturesque, mixed landscape of pasture properties and bush, we work to preserve,
maintain and improve the shire’s shared trail network and rural character, which combined, contribute significantly to
the appeal, amenity, economic and environmental viability and sustainability of the Nillumbik Green Wedge. On the
doorstep of Melbourne, the opportunity to provide outdoor recreation through shared trails is compelling.
Horse rider access to shared off-road trails, roadside verges and trails within local and regional reserves, state and
national parks is becoming increasingly critical for safety, enjoyable and diverse trail riding experiences and
connectivity between neighbourhoods, rural and remote areas across the region and state. With vehicle traffic ever
on the increase, we need to give horse riders, pedestrians and cyclists the opportunity to get away from busy roads
and onto safe tracks and trails. Nillumbik Shire’s Green Wedge and Aqueduct Regional Shared Trails and the
Yarra Valley and Bicentennial National Trails in Yarra Ranges Shire are perfect examples of such trail opportunities
that need to be completed and connected.
The NHAG proposes greater investment in the development of new, and the upgrading (and completion) of
existing, shared recreational trail networks for pedestrians, horse riders and cyclists across Victoria. This
would include completing linkages in regional trails to create region-wide circuits which encourage increased lengths
of stay by trail users and better connection between rural towns.
Such trails are ultimately about community, connectivity, safety, neighbourhood amenity, health (both physical and
mental), fitness, enjoyment of the outdoors, our natural environment and tourism. These trails are a great asset to
the livability of Melbourne and beyond; they provide safe linkages between localities, townships, rural areas and the
bush. They are one of the few community infrastructure assets available to rural residents and their regional
townships which often rely on visitation for their viability and vitality.
Importantly, economic and employment growth in those townships can be boosted, with trails underpinning regional
Victoria’s nature-based tourism opportunities.

We are proposing the development of environmental infrastructure such as:
•

More off-road, shared trails for pedestrians, horse riders and cyclists on crown land across the outer,
peri-urban shires to link with the rural, regional shires

•

More off-road, shared trails on crown land throughout regional / country Victoria

•

Completing connections and filling the missing links in existing regional shared trails to create
extended circuits

•

More and improved free camping sites (including for camping with horses) on crown land in regional
Victoria, including in the vicinity of the regional trails

In broad terms the benefits would be:
•

Nature-based tourism, visitation spend, local business development and invigoration, regional employment

•

Showcasing Victoria by sensitively capitalizing on its open spaces, remote natural assets and unique
experiences, fostering enjoyment and appreciation of our natural environment and boutique enterprises

•

Multi-generational social benefit and engagement - keeping communities healthy, active, accessible and
connected with positive outcomes for overall health and wellbeing

•

Lasting infrastructure legacy for generations to come

We know that quality shared trails are highly valued by the community and are becoming increasingly popular for
relaxation, recreation and fitness. Their popularity stems from the enjoyment of the great outdoors, getting out and
about in people’s local neighbourhoods and being immersed in the scenic beauty of rural Victoria and its natural
places. A big factor is the (no cost) accessibility and flexibility to use trails at a time and place of one’s choosing.
A shining example of an outstanding (new) shared trail success is the completion of Stage 1 of the Yarra Valley Trail
from Lilydale to Yering (en route to Yarra Glen). Since its official opening in February this year through to July (5
months), more than 60,000 cyclists, walkers and horse riders have already used it.
Our proposal would require collaboration with State land managers and authorities (Parks Victoria, DELWP,
Melbourne Water, Vic Forests, VEAC) and municipalities to ensure a seamless, safe, diverse, off-road trail
experience for walkers, horse riders and cyclists that would guide strategic planning and development of trail
infrastructure and free camping facilities across Victoria.
To quote The Hon Lily D’Ambrosio MP, Minister for Energy, the Environment and Climate Change:
“Now more than ever we realise the value of fresh air, exercise and open space, and these extended trails will provide
locals and visitors with even more opportunities to do just that.” 2.
I would be happy to make myself available to the committee should you require any further details.
Sincerely
Cathy Giles
President, NHAG Inc.

1 Media Release 5.8.20
2 Media Release – 9.9.20 – ‘Delivering the Diamond Creek Trail Extension’

