heavy vehicles have chewed into the road. The large number of vehicles accessing the road
to bring in other machinery or drop off heavy rail line and large amounts of ballast at the
small siding for the rail upgrade to Mildura. The siding is adjacent to Woolpack Road. In
many places along the road there are deep potholes and patches of corrugations.
In our letter we pointed out that Council already knew of some of the problems with
Woolpack Road and quoted one reason from Nic Murphy former NGSC Acting Manager for
Infrastructure when he wrote in 2016 “Even though water is carried to the site, it is near
impossible to get the pavement wet enough to be able to cut any deeper than the corrugates
therefore the corrugates are usually just cut off and flattened out. It is also very hard to
obtain the required compaction when the moisture in the pavement is not high so we find the
road will deteriorate again quite quickly.”
We asked Council why is it near impossible to get the road wet enough to grade properly, and
seeing Council knows that the rate of deterioration is linked to the ratio of moisture, why not
take steps to solve the problem? But then again, Council has consistently sent a water truck
out, in hot weather, at 4pm on a particular day and then returned the next day to grade the
road.
We believe that the amount of rain in recent weeks has given the road a good soaking, and
would have been sufficient to have Woolpack Road properly graded at the time, and then be
rolled for compaction. Council has a vibrating roller attached to the grader, but does not use
the roller on Woolpack Road. Council employee Mr Hayden Harvey told us on 16th August
that Council does not have a strong enough grader that will go deep enough other than to take
only the tops off the corrugations. Our question to Council would be, why not hire a stronger
grader to do a proper job? Mr Harvey also said he would have the pot holes filled in, as yet
nothing has been done.
In summation of our submission the residents of Woolpack Road say that governments have a
responsibility to provide funding to ensure programs are put in place for Regional Councils to
maintain and make safe roads for communities. They must be roads on which people can
travel safely to work, take children to school, visit doctors and go shopping. These are some
of the everyday things we do.
We requested a copy of the recent Report on Woolpack Road from Council on 11th August
from Mr Michael Bailey CEO, and as yet, we have not received a copy of that report, nor
have we received acknowledgement of our letter.
We do not request that this submission be treated as confidential, and we are prepared to
appear before the committee if so called.
Yours sincerely
Iris and Clive Teusner

