problem of road asset renewal.
Pyrenees calls for increased as of right formula based funding in order for small
rural councils to meet the future service needs of our communities.
(b) fairness, equity and adequacy of rating systems;
While rates has been one of the very few tools available to small rural councils to
raise revenue, many of our communities are disadvantaged and have limited
capacity to pay higher rates. While default on rate payment is relatively low, the
level of disadvantage in the Pyrenees is significant with 51% of the population
earning income of less than $400 per week compared with the state average of
39% (health.vic Dec 2014.)
In addition many of our communities have much reduced access to services when
compared with their urban counterparts.
(c) impact of rate-capping policies;
Council has previously provided input into the Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry into
rate capping, and has held the view that the discretion to determine rates should
remain with councils.
(d) capacity for rural and regional councils to meet responsibilities for flood
planning and preparation, and maintenance of flood mitigation infrastructure;
State government funding to LGAs to provide resources to assist in emergency
planning and preparation is essential ongoing and to ensure continuity.
It is also necessary to ensure that SES and CMAs are adequately funded by
government and the burden of their responsibilities is not shifted to councils.
(e) maintenance of local road and bridge networks; and
In addition to the comments in (a) above, in order to ensure road and bridge
assets are efficiently and effectively managed, it is important to renew these
assets at an optimum renewal rate. This stitch in time approach ensures assets
don't deteriorate to the point that they become a maintenance burden. The
additional rate revenue to be raised by Pyrenees in 2016-17 (as a result of its
successful higher cap application) will raise almost $100,000 annually which is
quarantined to increase the rate of resealing (from one in 24 years)closer to an
optimum rate (of one in 17years).
(f) weed and pest animal control;
Council maintains that the responsibility for control of regionally controlled weeds
on local roadsides is a state responsibility, and seeks that adequate funding be
allocated ongoing. The current level of funding to local government is significantly
below what is required for Pyrenees to provide an adequate level of control on
the 4000 kilometres of local roadside in the Pyrenees Shire.
Yours faithfully
Jim Nolan
CEO
Pyrenees Shire Council

-File1:
File2:
File3:

