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extension thousands of Australians, were prevented from voting at election time because they were
not enrolled to vote.
Supporting people experiencing homelessness to vote
Much has changed since Hanover commenced this research. Since 2006, the Victorian Electoral
Commission has run the Homelessness not Voteless program, which supports people experiencing
homelessness to enrol to vote and vote during the election.1 Key activities undertaken by the
Victorian Electoral Commission include:




The Homelessness Advisory Group, which guides the work of the Homeless not Voteless
program.2
Community Education and Engagement Officers, who provide information about the voting
rights of people experiencing homelessness, and the provision of mobile voting services.2
Options to enrol as an elector with a No Fixed Address3 or as a Silent Elector.4

This work is welcomed by Launch Housing, however, challenges remain: Victoria’s homelessness
population is rising and as the Royal Commission into Family Violence showed, there is a strong link
between family violence and homelessness. These two issues are explored below.
Homelessness in Victoria
Homelessness is increasing in Victoria and therefore so is the number of people potentially excluded
from voting by the practical barrier of non-enrolment. The 2011 Census found that 22,789 Victorians
were homeless, a 30.9% increase from the 2006 Census. The rise in Victoria was much greater than
the national average. The 2011 Census found that that 105,237 Australians were homeless, a 17%
increase from the 2006 Census.5
Australia’s next Census will be collected in August this year, providing a much needed update on the
number of people experiencing homelessness. Until then, two sources of data suggest that
homelessness is increasing in Victoria:


Data collected by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare shows that specialist
homelessness services provided support to 102,793 Victorians in 2014-15. This was more
than double the number of clients receiving support in New South Wales (48,262 clients)
and Queensland (44,213 clients).6 The number of people seeking support is so high that
homelessness services are struggling to keep up with demand. In 2014-15 an average of 116
clients were unable to be assisted each day in Victoria. This is much higher than the average
of other Australian jurisdictions, where an average of 30.4 clients were unable to be assisted
each day.7



The City of Melbourne’s recently completed ‘StreetCount’ found there were 247 people
sleeping rough in and around Melbourne’s CBD in June this year. This represents a 74%
increase from the previous count, conducted in 2014.8

Family violence and homelessness
Victoria’s Royal Commission into Family Violence revealed that family violence is the leading reason
why women seek assistance from homelessness services in Victoria. Last year, 31,421 people who
sought support from specialist homelessness services did so as a direct result of family violence. This
number represents 31% of all people who sought support, and of this group, 86% were women.9
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