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Organisation Name:Eros Association
Your position or role:

SURVEY QUESTIONS
Drag the statements below to reorder them. In order of priority, please rank the themes you believe
are most important for this Inquiry into the use of Cannabis in Victoria to consider::
Accessing and using cannabis,Young people and children,Public health,Public safety,Education,Criminal
activity,Mental health,Social impacts
What best describes your interest in our Inquiry? (select all that apply) :
other – please explain
Industry Association
Are there any additional themes we should consider?

Select all that apply. Do you think there should be restrictions on the use of cannabis? :
Personal use of cannabis should be decriminalised.
(Decriminalised: there are no criminal or civil penalties instead a person is referred to a drug diversion
program or other health/ treatment service),Personal use of cannabis should be legal. ,Sale of cannabis
should be legal and regulated. ,Cultivation of cannabis for personal use should be legal.

YOUR SUBMISSION
Submission:

Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?:

FILE ATTACHMENTS
File1:
File2:
File3:
Signature:
Rachel Payne
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TO: Parliament of Victoria
Legislative Council
Legal and Social Issues Committee
Parliament House
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002

Submission to Inquiry into the Use of Cannabis in Victoria
The Eros Association is Australia’s industry association for adult retail, wholesale,
media and entertainment.
We welcome the opportunity to make a submission to the Inquiry into the Use of Cannabis
in Victoria.
Eros believes that in order to prevent cannabis usage by young people, and protect public
health and safety, a legalised model for recreational cannabis should be implemented in
Victoria.
Cannabis Legalisation
Cannabis consumption carries a low risk of harm both individually and socially.1
Current prohibitionist policies on cannabis in Australia arose as a result of politically
opportunistic moral panic and xenophobia, rather than concerns about public health.2 As
such, many public health organisations have noted that current policies cause more harm
than good.3
The criminalisation of cannabis is ineffective at deterring use. Over a third of Australians
have used cannabis in their lifetimes, with around 1 in 10 using regularly.4
Cannabis has been legalised for recreational use in Canada, Uruguay and 11 states in the
United States.
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In jurisdictions that have legalised cannabis, there is no evidence of increased usage by
young people,5 and evidence that cannabis usage has decreased amongst teens in some
areas.6
Moreover, there is no evidence cannabis legalisation has resulted in wider social harms
such as increased vehicular fatality rates,7 or crime rates.8
There are a number of advantages to the legalisation of cannabis in Victoria including:
●

The collapse of black markets in cannabis, disrupting a key revenue source for
organised crime.

●

Robust age restriction control and prohibited access to cannabis by minors.

●

Regulatory control over cannabis purity, quality, price and advertising.

●

Potential State revenue through the implementation of a cannabis permit or
licensing scheme.

Eros Association Principles for Cannabis Retail
The Eros Association has developed a number of principles for cannabis retail in Australia
(See Appendix 1).
As experts in age-restriction, the adult retail industry is well placed to inform policymakers
on best practice retail supply of adults-only products.
Eros is of the view that:
●

Cannabis supply should be restricted to adults.

●

Cannabis supply should be formally legalised and not merely ‘tolerated’ as is the
case in the Netherlands.

●

Cannabis supply should remain separate to tobacco retail and liquor retail outlets.

●

Cannabis retailers should be formally trained in cannabis and its effects.

●

Cannabis retail should be an age-restricted environment.

The adult retail sector is ready and able to guide cannabis retail in Victoria, including the
implementation of strict self-regulatory measures to meet community expectations.
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