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Inquiry into Victoria’s Criminal Justice System Submission

Background:
My name is Cathy Oddie. I am a Victim Representative on the Department of Justice and Community
Safety’s Victims of Crime Consultative Committee. I am also a Family Violence Lived Experience
Consultant on the Victoria Legal Aid’s Specialist Family Violence Court Project Steering Committee. In
addition to these appointments, I am currently a call taker at the Police Assistance Line. In 2015, I
made a submission and gave evidence to the Royal Commission into Family Violence which resulted
in Recommendations 104 & 106 and led to the Review of the Victims of Crime Assistance Act which
was tabled to Victorian Parliament in 2018. I have been a Survivor Advocate with Safe Steps Family
Violence Response Centre since 2007 and became a Survivor Ambassador for Mettle Women in
2019. I was recently appointed to the board of Violence Free Families.
I am a victim-survivor of two long-term abusive relationships which occurred between 2001-2004
and 2010-2016. During these relationships I experienced coercive control and gaslighting. I was also
subjected to severe, physical, emotional, psychological, sexual, verbal and financial abuse. My
perpetrators were responsible for burning me, breaking my bones, holding me hostage at gunpoint,
choking, kicking and punching me. My life and the lives of my friends and family members were
threatened repeatedly which made it hard to leave my abusive partners due to fear. My first
perpetrator stalked me for ten years after my relationship with him finally ended. In 2005, there was
a day and night when his stalking and harassment of me was so intense that I was too scared to
return to my home and was left in a vulnerable situation where I was raped by a stranger. The
abusive relationship with my second perpetrator ended with his actions causing the death of the
baby daughter I was pregnant with. The second perpetrator also left me with $70,000 in debt which
had been accumulated as a result of his addictive behaviours and the financial abuse he had
subjected me to. In February 2010, I was assaulted by an intoxicated female stranger in an
unprovoked attack at Southbank whilst enjoying a night with friends to celebrate my birthday. This
assault left me with a whiplash-type neck injury.
Prior to enduring the violence and abuse committed by these four different perpetrators, I had not
experienced any significant physical or mental health issues or injuries. For the last 20 years, I have
either been in a situation of abuse or trying to recover from the harms perpetrated against me. I
now have a range of physical injuries resulting from the assaults which cause me to be in pain every
single day. To get relief from the pain, I have had to spend thousands of dollars on osteopath and
massage treatments, as well as consult with a pain management specialist at Royal Melbourne
Hospital. Not surprisingly, since the abuse, I began to suffer from PTSD, depression and anxiety
which has meant I have required regular sessions with a psychologist since 2005 to remain capable
of functioning in my everyday life. The physical pain and emotional anguish I have experienced over
the years as result of the crimes perpetrated against me has at times been so debilitating that I have
wanted to end my own life. I have only been able to overcome this suicidal ideation through the care
and support of my treating psychologist, osteopath, friends and family members.
Becoming a victim of crime is something no one ever wishes to become even once in their lives, so
to have survived a range of serious violent crimes committed by multiple offenders, is something
most members of the community would find difficult to comprehend. When someone has
experienced the types of violence and abuse which I have, there is an expectation that the various
agencies involved with the Criminal Justice System will support you into a situation of safety and that
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you will be able to receive justice for the harms which have been caused to you. Unfortunately, that
has not been my experience or the experience of so many other victims of crime. Throughout the
years, I have been consistently and repeatedly failed by the systems and services which are meant to
protect individuals who have become victims of crime. The process of trying to navigate the Criminal
Justice System has significantly contributed to my trauma burden and has caused me further harm.
An example of this is when I attempted to get an intervention order in regard to my first perpetrator
of domestic abuse, and what I experienced at Broadmeadows Magistrate Court during that legal
process now means I am unable to enter a Magistrates Court building without experiencing a severe
episode of PTSD being triggered. In 2015, I made a submission and gave evidence to the Royal
Commission into Family Violence where I spoke about the difficulties I had experienced in obtaining
an intervention order. My Royal Commission into Family Violence Witness Statement under the
pseudonym “Rebecca Smith” can be read via this link:
•

https://www.rcfv.com.au/MediaLibraries/RCFamilyViolence/Statements/WIT-0072005-0001-Smith.pdf

Inquiry into Victoria’s Criminal Justice System:
The Inquiry into Victoria’s Criminal Justice System presents an important opportunity to hear the
lived experience of victims of crime and the challenges they have faced trying to navigate a complex,
confusing system to achieve safety, protection and justice. I would like to invite the members of the
Legislative Council Legal and Social Issues Committee to consider the following critical issues when
developing their recommendations for this Inquiry:
Trauma Recovery Services:
There is an urgent need for affordable and accessible trauma recovery services to be made available
for victims of crime. Currently there are very limited options which exist in Victoria for people who
require treatment for the trauma they have experienced in a holistic, trauma-specialist
Biopyschosocial model. Existing public mental health services are not fit for purpose for the
residential treatment of trauma as they are not therapeutic healing environments and are primarily
focused on the medical model of treatment.
Victims of crime who have experienced trauma as result of the crimes perpetrated against them
deserve the right to access treatment which is multi-disciplinary in approach, in tranquil settings and
where there is the ability to have dependent children, emotional support animals or a support
person accompany you.
In Victoria, the only trauma recovery centres which offer this type of treatment so desperately
needed by so many victims of crime, are private organisations which charge on average $1450 per
night and do not allow any reduction in their rates through private health insurance or Medicare
rebates. This makes getting access to life-changing treatment which could assist greatly in the
trajectory of an individual’s healing and recovery, simply inaccessible for the majority of victims of
crime.
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Recent Royal Commissions have also highlighted that improving access to trauma specialist services
is a key priority of the Victorian Government:

3

•

The Royal Commission into Family Violence in 2015 recommended a focus on improving
access to services for the psychological healing and recovery of victim-survivors of domestic
abuse:

•

Trauma experienced by victims of crime does not simply disappear. People experience
trauma differently and the things which can trigger episodes of mental ill health are
individual to each person. That is why both the State and Federal Governments need to
respond appropriately and ensure the funding exists to enable those impacted by trauma as
a result of crimes perpetrated against them is both readily available and affordable. As
trauma can impact an individual for the remainder of their lives, it is vital that a Medicare
item number is created that recognises the specialised healthcare needs of victims of crime.
It would be beneficial for many individuals if they could be assessed for Enhanced Primary
Care Plans which were able to include a combination of treatment services such as
psychological supports, osteopathy, physiotherapy and whatever else is needed to respond
to a person’s immediate and ongoing healthcare needs.
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•

4

The Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System which commenced in 2019,
made the following recommendations in regard to responding to trauma:
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Recommendation:
Over the last 12 months I have been involved in the co-design and consultation processes which
have occurred regarding the development of a Trauma Recovery Centre which would meet the
diverse needs of victims of crime. My recommendation to the Inquiry into Victoria’s Criminal Justice
System is to refer to this model being proposed by Illawarra Women’s Health Centre as a suitable
model for Victorian victims of crime:
The Illawarra Domestic and Family Violence Trauma Recovery Centre Transforming
Domestic and Family Violence Response and Recovery Services
“Domestic and family violence (DFV) can have a serious impact on the long-term
health of women and children. Research shows that left untreated, the traumatic
consequences of DFV can have a lifelong physical and mental health consequence,
including increased rates of drug and alcohol use, heart disease, acquired brain injury,
depression, suicide and chronic pain. There are serious implications for the
development and wellbeing of children: those who have experienced sexual assault
and DFV trauma in childhood are over-represented in mental health and drug and
alcohol services, and in the criminal justice system. They also have a higher risk of
becoming DFV victims or perpetrators.
Domestic and family violence is a complex issue. Whilst there are many crisis
intervention services, there is increasing recognition of the need for DFV services to go
beyond this and address the ongoing impact of trauma, particularly in terms of the
emotional and psychosocial needs of women and their families.
Women recovering from complex Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and PTSD
caused by DFV may require a range of support services depending on their
circumstances: counselling, social support, parenting support, financial advice and
support and/or legal support. These services are most efficiently and effectively
provided in one – safe – place, from a case managed team of professionals.
And yet, this is currently not available – anywhere. There is nowhere in the public
health system, or across the community service sector, where women can access
integrated, comprehensive long-term support to recover from the health impact of
this violence. There is a limited range of short-term programs provided by different
services (government and non-government) which are largely siloed and only
available piecemeal to women, often at different times depending on the waiting lists,
and their capacity to pay for services.
This makes it incredibly difficult for women to coordinate services (especially if
transport is a problem), to have timely access to resources as well as being extremely
stressful which only exacerbates the trauma many women are struggling to cope with.
Domestic and family violence creates a significant, avoidable, expense to our
community, businesses and the Australian economy, estimated to be $22 billion each
year. In the Illawarra this translates to $259 million per year, or $900 per person per
year. Almost 50% of this cost is borne by the victim.
To combat this, the Illawarra Women’s Health Centre is proposing to establish the
Illawarra Domestic and Family Violence Trauma Recovery Centre. This initiative will
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transform services by focusing on the emotional, mental and physical impacts of
trauma. This specialised Centre will offer a whole-of-organisation trauma sensitive
approach that enables recovery from DFV trauma and helps to break the
intergenerational cycle of violence. A range of holistic, and free, health, legal and
psychosocial services will be provided. The project will be the first of its kind in
Australia and is designed to be easily replicated across the country”

Further information about this proposed model:
•

•

Illawarra Women’s Health Centre: Trauma Recovery Centre. Business Case for NSW
Government
https://womenshealthcentre.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Business-Case-forNSW-Government-FINAL-0721.pdf
See Attachment 1 to this submission:
Illawarra Women’s Health Centre: Submission to the House of Representatives Standing
Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs. Inquiry into Family, Domestic and Sexual
Violence August 2020

Emotional Support/Assistance Animals:
For victims of crime, pets can play an incredibly therapeutic role in leading functional lives after
experiencing trauma. Our animals can also assist us to feel safe again after harm has been perpetrated
against us. I know I would not be alive today if it were not for the two dogs who I have had in my life
over the last 20 years. Whilst for many victims of crime, our animals are our unofficial emotional
support dogs, I would love to see this Inquiry investigate the potential of allocating funding to enable
people to get their existing pets professionally trained to meet the definition of being regarded as
Assistance Animals. It would also be amazing if animals were unable to meet the strict criteria which
is currently required to become an Assistance Animal, that there could be official recognition of
Emotional Support Animals and the critical role they play for victims of crime.
The RSPCA describes the current definition as follows:
“There are many situations where animals provide assistance to people living with a disability. Dogs
are the most commonly used assistance animals and those who have been trained by an organisation
are often identified by wearing a blue jacket, a harness, or a brightly coloured collar and leash. Despite
assistance dogs being considered as a kind of working dog, a strong human-animal bond usually
develops, and to their owner, they are one of the most important companions in the person’s life. These
dogs are trained to perform specific tasks related to their owner’s special needs, assisting them to
develop independence and confidence and to participate in various areas of personal and public life.
Assistance animals, who are sometimes called ‘service animals’, include:

6

o

Dogs trained to perform daily personal care tasks (for example, retrieving or carrying items,
opening and closing doors, switching lights on and off, pulling laundry from washing machines)
or mobility assistance (for example, pulling wheelchairs or helping with balance) such as for
people with physical conditions including cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis or suffering the
impact of a serious accident;

o

Guide (or ‘seeing eye’) dogs to assist people with vision impairment to move around safely;

o

Hearing (or ‘hearing ear’) dogs to alert people with hearing impairment;
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o

Medical alert dogs (such as for the detection of impending seizures in people with epilepsy or
of blood sugar changes in people with diabetes); and

o

Psychiatric service dogs to reduce anxiety, alert to triggering situations, provide routine, and
improve communication skills and social relationships for people with Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) or other mental health problems, traumatic brain injury, dementia or autism.

Owners of assistance dogs are usually their primary handlers as well as their caregivers, and many
dogs are trained to respond only to their owner’s commands. It is important that members of the public
do not pat or otherwise distract assistance dogs unless permitted by the owner.
An assistance animal is legally defined under commonwealth legislation [1] as “a dog or other animal
that is:
a. is accredited under a State or Territory law to assist a person with a disability to alleviate the
effects of disability; or
b. is accredited by an animal training organisation prescribed in the regulations; or
c. is trained to assist a person with a disability to alleviate the effect of the disability and meets
standards of hygiene and behaviour that are appropriate for an animal in a public place.”
Owners of certified assistance animals have ‘full public access rights’, which means they can be
accompanied by their assistance animal anywhere that members of the public are allowed to go,
including on all forms of public transport. The only exceptions may be areas where there is a public
health risk, such as food preparation areas, sterile environments (as in some hospital units), quarantine
areas, zoos, and aquariums. Owners who need to travel by airline with their assistance animal in-cabin
should contact individual airlines directly, as this is not routinely permitted in Australia. Apart from
these situations, it is illegal to discriminate against anyone who is reliant on an assistance animal by
denying them full public access rights.
These rights do not apply to owners and their ‘emotional support animals’; these are generally
companion animals who provide emotional support for people with special physical or mental needs
in the home setting but who may not have been specifically trained and/or certified. Nor does it apply
to non-certified ‘facility animals’ or ‘therapy animals’ who are partnered with health care, educational
or other professionals to support people in various facilities (such as schools, learning or rehabilitation
centres, care homes, therapy clinics, psychiatric facilities or courts) and who live either at the facility
or with their handlers. These are important distinctions, although the roles overlap somewhat because
assistance animals also offer emotional support to their owners.”
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Assistance Dogs Australia provide this definition of the difference between Assistance Dogs and
Emotional Support Dogs:
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Freedom of Information Requests:
Currently victims of crime bear the cost of making Freedom of Information (FOI) requests to gain
access to evidentiary documents which can assist them in receiving appropriate justice outcomes.
Both Victoria Police and the Office of the Victorian Information Commissioner have processes which
are onerous and place the burden of cost on victims of crime. Although there is an existing ability for
these fees to be exempted in certain circumstances, it appears that this is limited to only being an
option for Concession Card holders.
My recommendation would be that there needs to be an option that victims of crime can select
when submitting FOI requests where they can identify their status as a victim and be automatically
exempted from any cost burden from the outset. The current process is discriminatory to individuals
who do not qualify for Federal Government income support payments and concession cards due to
their residential visa status. Temporary visa holders are some of the most marginalised and
vulnerable members of the community and are disproportionately at risk of becoming a victim of
crime.
Peer Support Workers:
As a victim-survivor of long-term stalking, I recently participated in the consultation processes for
the current Victorian Law Reform Commission Stalking Inquiry. One of the recommendations I made
to the VLRC was the need for formally trained Peer Support Workers to be introduced into court
environments.
People who have lived experience of navigating court processes as victims of crime could play a
critical role in bridging the massive gap which currently exists in the court environment which is not
being addressed by legal representatives or the Court Network volunteers. I would propose that
these positions should be renumerated in recognition of the lived experience and professional
expertise Peer Support Workers would have.
The following links provide further information and suggested models of how Peer Support Worker
positions could be imbedded in Victoria’s Criminal Justice System:
•
•

From Pain to Power: Crime Victims Take Action:
https://www.ncjrs.gov/ovc archives/reports/fptp/bci.htm
Advancing the Work of Peer Support Specialists in Behavioral Health-Criminal Justice
Programming:
https://csgjusticecenter.org/publications/advancing-the-work-of-peer-support-specialists-inbehavioral-health-criminal-justice-programming/

Giving victim-survivors of sexual offences the right to know the identity of their offender:
In 2005 I became a victim of rape by a stranger. I reported the rape to Victoria Police two days after
the rape occurred and a subsequent investigation occurred. My rapist was from another country and
left Australia four days after he raped me. Unfortunately, the police investigation had not been able
to determine the identity of my rapist before he left Australia, so to this day he has not been
arrested or formally questioned.
In 2008, I successfully received VOCAT compensation in regard to a claim I had lodged in 2005 in
relation to the rape. The rapist’s friends who had been present at the apartment where the rape
occurred attended the final VOCAT hearing as witnesses on behalf of the offender.
9
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Victoria Police and VOCAT know the identity of my offender. The rapist and his friends/family know
my identity. I am the person who has been violated and injured as a result of this rape, yet I am
currently prohibited from knowing my rapist’s identity as he has not been formally questioned by
the police. Being prevented from accessing this knowledge has significantly contributed to the
ongoing trauma and harm I have experienced from being raped.
Earlier this year I reached out to the Department of Justice and Community Safety (DJCS) for
assistance in determining the existing legislation which is preventing Victoria Police from providing
me with the identity of my rapist so I can take steps for my own safety and protection that I wish to
do. This was the response I received:
“Victoria Police have indicated that it would be highly unusual for police to disclose the
identity of an unknown offender to a victim during a live investigation.
Section 8 of the Victim’s Charter Act 2006 provides that an investigatory agency (such as
Victoria Police) is to inform a victim, at reasonable intervals, about the progress of an
investigation into a criminal offence unless the disclosure may jeopardise any investigation
of a criminal offence. If the disclosure of information may jeopardise any investigation, an
investigatory agency is to inform the victim:
• about the progress of the investigation of the criminal offence relevant to the
victim, to the extent possible without jeopardising any investigation
• that no information can be provided at that stage due to the ongoing nature of the
investigation.
The prosecuting agency is required to tell the victim the offences charged against the
person accused of the criminal offence (see section 9 of the Victims Charter Act 2006).
The provision of the identity of a suspect prior to charge may have implications re
‘displacement effect’. This arose in one of the trials of Adrian BAYLEY where the Victorian
Supreme Court of Appeal (VSCA) found the trial judge erred in admitting ID evidence after
the victim became aware of BAYLEY’s ID via media attention and then found an image of
him on Facebook. The victim then positively identified him via a photo board: BAYLEY v
THE QUEEN [2016] VSCA 160 – the court ruled this evidence should have been excluded at
trial.
In addition to evidentiary issues, the provision of the identification of a suspect pre-charge
may also have implications under the Charter of Human Rights. Section 13 states a person
has the right not to have his/her reputation unlawfully attacked. Section 38 states it is
unlawful for a public authority to act in a way that is incompatible with a human right. It
could be argued this interacts with section 13 not to mention any other illegality that may
exist in the civil jurisdiction notwithstanding the absence of a general right to privacy in
Victorian law.
I understand that this isn’t the answer you were hoping to receive but it is good to know
that Victoria Police are ensuring the alignment of their practices with the Victims’ Charter.
It would be open to you to look at the role that the Victims of Crime Commissioner plays in
considering system issues across the criminal justice system.”
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•
•

•

•

•

•

There is a lack of procedural fairness in the current process as it protects perpetrators and
fails to ensure the emotional and physical safety and wellbeing of victim-survivors.
The unintended negative consequence of the way in which the current policy has been
designed and implemented is that it inadvertently causes harm to the very people it is
intended to support and protect.
When a person has been raped or sexually assaulted and they are prohibited from having
the knowledge of any key suspects who have been identified by the police in the early
investigation stages it precludes the victim survivor from the following:
o Being able to take steps to achieve greater emotional and physical safety and
wellbeing through doing things such as making an application for a Personal Safety
Intervention Order or the ability to block the offender and their friends/family on
social media.
o Being able to access justice outcomes such as making a civil claim for compensation.
It is unacceptable that this process has created a two-tier criminal justice system where
people who know their offender’s identity can access a greater range of supports and justice
outcomes.
When a victim-survivor of rape or sexual assault is prevented from knowing the identity of
the person who so horrifically violated them, it seriously impacts a person’s ability to get a
true sense of closure. You are constantly left wondering whether you might walk around a
corner and come face to face with the person who assaulted you.
As we know from the statistics and evidence-based research into how underreported acts of
sexual violence are to the police, and then how few of the reported cases actually proceed
through a criminal trial process, the current system is already fraught with challenges for
victim survivors. Do we really want to create another barrier to people having confidence in
reporting the offences which have been perpetrated against them? I am absolutely certain
that if many victim survivors who have been sexually assaulted or raped by a stranger
became aware that under the current processes in place, they may never be allowed to
know who attacked them, it would have incredibly negative impact on people’s faith in the
justice system. Let’s do something to address this massive gap in support for victim survivors
in this situation so they can get some of the closure they need to be able to heal, recover
and move forward from the trauma they have experienced.

I discuss these points further in the following articles I was interviewed for in 2021:
•

•

Survivors of rape by strangers demand to know offender’s name (The Age, 12/06/2021,
Wendy Tuohy)
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/survivors-of-rape-by-strangers-demand-toknow-offender-s-name-20210611-p580cj.html
Recorded rapes double in 10 years but no more perpetrators are being sentenced (The Age,
22/06/2021, Wendy Tuohy)
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/recorded-rapes-double-in-10-years-but-nomore-perpetrators-are-being-sentenced-20210621-p582x5.html

The following article by Wendy Tuohy provides an example of an underage victim of rape by a
stranger in 2020 who is also deeply impacted by being prevented from knowing her rapist’s identity:
•
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How Jamie went ‘from Snapchat hello to rape in five days’ (The Age, 25/04/2021, Wendy
Tuohy)
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https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/i-have-made-a-new-friend-how-jamie-wentfrom-snapchat-hello-to-rape-in-five-days-20210421-p57l9j.html
Recommendation:
The Victorian Law Reform Commission commenced an review into Improving the Response of the
Justice System to Sexual Offences in 2020. Unfortunately, I missed the deadline to have this
particular issue included as part of that review process. For the safety, health and recovery of
historic, current and future victim-survivors of sexual assault and rape by a stranger, I implore the
members of the Legislative Council Legal and Social Issues Committee to recommend a formal
review so that rights of offenders are no longer prioritised over the rights of victim-survivors.
Affirmative Consent law reform:
To improve justice and support options for victim-survivors of sexual offences, this Inquiry needs to
consider making recommendations about bringing Victoria’s consent laws in alignment with the
recent NSW Consent Law Reform. The following resources provide detailed information about the
reasons for changing to an Affirmative Consent model:
•
•
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NSW Consent Law Reform
https://www.dcj.nsw.gov.au/news-and-media/media-releases/consent-law-reform
Victoria needs ‘affirmative’ sex consent laws, victims’ advocate says (The Age, 6/08/2021,
Wendy Tuohy)
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/victoria-needs-affirmative-sex-consent-lawsvictims-advocate-says-20210804-p58fp6.html
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Reference List:
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•
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Advancing the Work of Peer Support Specialists in Behavioral Health-Criminal Justice
Programming:
https://csgjusticecenter.org/publications/advancing-the-work-of-peer-support-specialists-inbehavioral-health-criminal-justice-programming/
Assistance Animals/Emotional Support Animals:
https://kb.rspca.org.au/knowledge-base/what-is-an-assistance-animal/
Assistance Dogs Australia:
https://www.assistancedogs.org.au/news/what-is-the-difference-between-an-assistancedog-and-an-emotional-support-dog/
Biopyschosocial Model definition:
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/medialibraries/urmcmedia/education/md/documents/bio
psychosocial-model-approach.pdf
Freedom of Information Requests: Victoria Police
https://www.police.vic.gov.au/freedom-information
Freedom of Information Requests: Office of the Victorian Information Commissioner
https://ovic.vic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/make-a-freedom-of-information-request/
From Pain to Power: Crime Victims Take Action:
https://www.ncjrs.gov/ovc archives/reports/fptp/bci.htm
How Jamie went ‘from Snapchat hello to rape in five days’ (The Age, 25/04/2021, Wendy
Tuohy)
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/i-have-made-a-new-friend-how-jamie-wentfrom-snapchat-hello-to-rape-in-five-days-20210421-p57l9j.html
Illawarra Women’s Health Centre: Trauma Recovery Centre Outline
https://womenshealthcentre.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DFV-Trauma-RecoveryCentre-outline-2020 compressed.pdf
Illawarra Women’s Health Centre: Trauma Recovery Centre. Business Case for NSW
Government
https://womenshealthcentre.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Business-Case-forNSW-Government-FINAL-0721.pdf
Mettle Women
https://www.mettlegifts.com/mettlestories/2019/9/9/more-than-a-victim-cathy-oddie
NSW Consent Law Reform
https://www.dcj.nsw.gov.au/news-and-media/media-releases/consent-law-reform
Recorded rapes double in 10 years but no more perpetrators are being sentenced (The Age,
22/06/2021, Wendy Tuohy)
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/recorded-rapes-double-in-10-years-but-nomore-perpetrators-are-being-sentenced-20210621-p582x5.html
Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System: Recommendations 23 & 24 (pages
59-60)
https://finalreport.rcvmhs.vic.gov.au/wpcontent/uploads/2021/02/RCVMHS FinalReport ExecSummary Accessible.pdf
Royal Commission into Family Violence: Recommendations 104 & 105 (page 74)
http://rcfv.archive.royalcommission.vic.gov.au/MediaLibraries/RCFamilyViolence/Reports/R
CFV Full Report Interactive.pdf
Royal Commission into Family Violence: Witness Statement of Rebecca Smith
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•
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

https://www.rcfv.com.au/MediaLibraries/RCFamilyViolence/Statements/WIT-0072-0050001-Smith.pdf
Safe Steps Family Violence Response Centre Survivor Advocate Program
https://www.safesteps.org.au/our-advocacy/survivor-advocate-program/
Survivors of rape by strangers demand to know offender’s name (The Age, 12/06/2021,
Wendy Tuohy)
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/survivors-of-rape-by-strangers-demand-toknow-offender-s-name-20210611-p580cj.html
Victims of Crime Consultative Committee
https://www.miragenews.com/new-appointments-to-support-victims-of-crime/
Victoria needs ‘affirmative’ sex consent laws, victims’ advocate says (The Age, 6/08/2021,
Wendy Tuohy)
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/victoria-needs-affirmative-sex-consent-lawsvictims-advocate-says-20210804-p58fp6.html
Victorian Law Reform Commission: Stalking Inquiry
https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/project/stalking/
Victorian Law Reform Commission: Improving the Response of the Justice System to Sexual
Offences
https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/project/improving-the-response-of-the-justice-systemto-sexual-offences/
Victoria Legal Aid’s Specialist Family Violence Court Project
https://www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/about-us/news/going-to-court-shouldnt-retraumatise-youfamily-violence-advocate-joins-our-specialist-courts
Violence Free Families
https://violencefreefamilies.org.au/

Attachment:
•

14

Illawarra Women’s Health Centre: Submission to the House of Representatives Standing
Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs. Inquiry into Family, Domestic and Sexual
Violence August 2020

