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I am the mother of Alicia Little, who was the victim of Charles McKenzie Ross Evans in a shocking
crime that left my daughter dead on 28 December 2017. Most of the bones from Alicia's neck to
hips were broken after she was pinned between the car her partner was driving and a water tank on
the day she was packed and leaving the relationship. The offender fled the scene and lied about the
incident. Alicia had called 000 earlier and police officers arrived to find Alicia alone and seriously
injured. She died from her horrific injuries. The offender was initially charged with murder and this
was eventually, to our disgust, plea-bargained down to the offence of dangerous driving causing
death and failing to render assistance after a motor vehicle accident. The offender was sentenced to
four years' in prison and released on parole after two and a half years.
Parts of this submission are related to the term of reference in this inquiry. Other parts are more
broad and relate to the operation of the justice system in general. I refer to my personal experience
with the system as an example of where I would like to see changes, which could help others avoid
the same pain.
As a family that had experienced an enormous, crushing loss, we felt invisible to the justice system.
When Alicia died, we knew very little about the circumstances until the next day. The lack of
information was enormously difficult to deal with under circumstances of enormous shock.
Our family has Chinese heritage and part of our custom is to vigil with a deceased family member.
Alicia was left for a long period of time before being picked up by the coroner and we were not able
to have family with her until she was at the morgue. There was an absence of cultural understanding
and I was told if I went to the property I would be charged. I understand that the investigation
needed a clear scene to preserve evidence, but there was little sensitivity to the cultural needs for
Alicia and our family.
When her offender was first brought to court, Alicia's family members felt very confronted by the
sense of protection he had. They were instructed not to look at the offender, but all they wanted to
do was to look him in the eye. After all, he had just taken their mother, their sister, their cousin from
them. They were told they would be intimidating the offender by simply looking at him. Fast
forward to when we were reading our victim impact statements to the court, and the offender
repeatedly smashed his hand on the dock and was yelling, yet he was not told to stop banging his
hands. Why were we as victims not allowed to look at the man that took our Alicia, yet he could
show such disrespect toward our impact statements?
The homicide detective had previously expressed confidence in achieving a conviction for
manslaughter and we were not told until the last minute that there was a plea on the table. They
gave us hope in one hand and took it away with the other.
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When Alicia's offender was released on parole he had plenty of options, including family, to reside
with in Victoria. Yet he was granted permission to move to NSW and now has applied to move to
Queensland. We feel it risks being 'out of sight, out of mind' and there are a lot of things we don't
know about his parole conditions. A media reported that the offender was on an online dating site
under a different name - is this not a breach of his parole? We're told he's not allowed to drink
alcohol or drive but when I asked corrections how they were monitoring this I was told it is by phone
and they don't work on weekends. I hope this is not the way parole operates in Victoria, but if it isn't
then the offender should be back in Victoria being properly monitored.
The coroner's court has indicated they will be conducting an inquiry into the circumstances around
Alicia's death, though this may still be 3-4 years' time. Coronial findings include a family violence
lens and we look forward to this and hope it will shine a more detailed light on what really
happened. It will be years since Alicia died, and since her offender was charged, sentenced and
released. I went to the coroner's court once with a friend to support them with their matter nobody prepared her for what was going to happen. I hope that has changed by the time Alicia's
inquiry happens.

The initial coroner's report lacked a lot of detail and it wasn't explained to me. After carrying it
around with me for a very long time, I finally took it to my doctor to ask him to explain it to me. As
her mother I needed to know every detail. It would have been helpful if the autopsy report had been
explained to me by the coroner, but I was told to take it to a doctor.
I live with the trauma faced by Alicia's children daily. I spend hours with them, often in the middle of
the night, trying to help them deal with their ongoing grief and anger. I fear so much for them. They
don't understand how he can have taken their mother's life and yet has his freedom.
My recommendations to this inquiry:
1. For any offence where the victim is the partner of the offender, records of potential family
violence should be admissible and required, regardless of any plea-bargaining to lesser
charges.
2. A Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme, based on NSW, should be piloted in Victoria with
the view to becoming national.
3. The Coroners Courts should confer with victims' families and explain what the findings
mean. Opportunity should be made available to understand autopsy and coronial reports.
4. Victims should be informed by the DPP of what to expect, even if it means it changes.
5. Investigate better ways to support victims and their families through the court process and
train court officers to exercise empathy with the victims and their families.
6. Give victims and their families access to the full detail of parole conditions if they wish to
have this information.
7. Training for judges around the assumed reduction of trauma to families where offenders
plead guilty.
I thank the committee for considering my submission and hope it will contribute to change.
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