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SURVEY QUESTIONS
What best describes your interest in our inquiry
A victim of crime,Concerned citizen,Experience of the criminal justice system
Drag the statements below to reorder them. In order of priority, please rank the themes you believe
are most important for this inquiry into Victoria's criminal justice system to consider::
The experiences of victims of crimes in navigating the justice system,Judicial appointment (e.g. guidelines
and selection processes for appointing judges),The level of training and expertise of judicial officers (e.g.
expertise in sentencing),Strategies for reducing reoffending (e.g. addressing risk factors like poor mental
health),Rates of imprisonment,Rates of criminal activity,Alternatives to imprisonment (e.g. treatment
programs or supervision orders),Policing,Number of people on remand (awaiting trial),Specific prisoner
cohorts (e.g. youth or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander offenders)

YOUR SUBMISSION
Submission:
Our son was killed in a Hit and Run. The driver admitted he knew he hadnt hit a kangaroo in his police
video yet he was allowed to go ahead and claim this at the trial. He pled Not Guilty. A jury member
admitted she knew the Drivers girlfriend and was allowed to stay on the jury. The judge gave personal
opinions to the jury during his final Instructions. The Prosecutor was incredibly sick and was not doing his
job but didnt request a replacement or a stay. The Judge asked that all questions for the drivers girlfriend,
who was in the car that night, be vetted through him so she could only be asked "approved" questions. The
Driver had THC in his system but the jury were never allowed to hear it. The defence was allowed to say
that our son did though so there was plenty of Victim blaming and bias being thrown around around.
At the end, because of the one sided antics in the court room, our sons killer was found Not Guilty.
Now, the police were on scene within minutes of the Incident and the driver wasnt there. So how could he be
found Not Guilty of Failing to render assistance??? He wasnt there assisting!!
Our issue is that we Victims dont get the right to appeal. There are all of these red flags in our case but
because we got the worst Prosecutor on the planet we get left without our son, without justice, without
appeal.
If the driver was found Guilty then he could have appealed until the cows came home but the Victims dont
get the same courtesy. Its disgusting. I understand Double Jeopardy and Malicious prosecution but I believe
Victims deserve at least one appeal if the circumstances warrant it.
I also believe that jury deliberations need to be recorded and, only after a verdict is rendered, then the tapes
should be given to The DPP, the Judge and the Defence for Appeal purposes. We dont know what goes on
for good reason but it needs to be clear that Jury verdicts are based on law and evidence and not personal
opinions. There is no way the evidence allowed a Not Guilty verdict in our case. On either charge.
So what did the jury base their verdict on? It wasn't the evidence so shouldn't that made the verdict moot? It
doesn't matter because no one within the right judicial circles cares enough about the victims to make the
changes needed. The Prosecutor certainly didn't.
His own words after the verdict: "Well at least you can find some comfort in the fact that he would have
been having a really bad week thinking he was going to jail".
We are having a bad LIFE and that is all we got. Victims are the ones who should be getting the courtesy,
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the appeals, the care, so where did it all go so wrong.
It needs to be changed right now. Victims first, always..
FILE ATTACHMENTS
File1: 6086322f7ad18-FB IMG 1568892060372.jpg

2 of 2

LC LSIC
INQUIRY INTO VICTORIA'S CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
SUBMISSION 15
RECEIVED 26 APRIL 2021

