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22/8/ 19 Homelessness Submission – Anne Laver
Dear Members of the Parliamentary Committee
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission.
Homeless ness has become a huge problem in Australia .
Victoria has a large number of people of all ages and gender homeless and rough sleeping.
I believe one of the main causes of this started to occur during the Kennett era when institutions
where shut down and services curtained. In addition, family violence has increased and the cost of
living skyrocketed and jobs for the less skilled have declined. Successive governments have reduced
public housing to private providers making it impossible for those less fortunate to obtain secure
safe long term housing at a reasonable cost.
I saw recently that the Vic Government are going to install a few snug tiny pods in small size ( I
forget what they a called) for homeless people to sleep in. this is a great idea for those who do not
want to have a house and want to continue to sleep rough. Many more of these should be made
available all over the state – bot city and in the country.
For those wanting long term safe secure housing the State Govt must stop the sell off of public
housing and instead increase it.
The recent housing development Ozanam House and Transportable Housing Development such as
Harris are good examples of solutions. These type of developments should be escalated .
However, for people with disabilities and additions and mental health issues – they are often left out
of the housing provided because they are ‘difficult’ to manage. For these people extra services and
care should be provided.
As well for people escaping family violence urgent temporary care and housing should be provided
with long‐term plans put in place.
The Census states there are over 50000 people on the public housing list. The government are trying
to reduce costs and save the budget, but what they should be doing is looking at prevention services
so that the amount of people seeking help will decline. It’s too late to start after the fact of homeless
caused by a lack of employment, family violence, mental health or disability.
A large problem is caused by all the Government department not talking together and also the
police – nothing is co‐ordinated . If there was a one stop shop with professionals providing end to
end services the government would save money in the long term and crime would decline .The
Department of Health and Support workers are under‐resourced and there needs to be real
investment in training for these staff.
We should look at other countries in Europe who have solved their problem as there are real lessons
to be learnt. However, review after review is a waste of money and time – which people of the
streets do not have – they need action Now.

Please make a decision to put actions in place in this term of Parliament.
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Thank you

Anne Laver
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