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SURVEY QUESTIONS
Drag the statements below to reorder them. In order of priority, please rank the themes you believe
are most important for this inquiry into homelessness to consider::
Public housing,Housing affordability,Mental health,Family violence,Indigenous people,Employment,Rough
sleeping,Services
What best describes your interest in our Inquiry? (select all that apply) :
Concerned citizen

Are there any additional themes we should consider?
Issues around safe and habitable housing for tenants (ie properties that have not been maintained - mould,
adequate heating, cooling and roof insulation). Fuel poverty is real in this country. The poorest people have
the highest energy bills.
High cost of boarding houses. Hardly any of these are affordable for those on low income.
Newstart allowance has not increased in real terms in 25 years. A person receiving Newstart allowance
cannot afford housing in this country unless it's in an extremely remote area far from any jobs or services.
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Social housing makes up approx 3.5% in Australia. If investment was poured into social and community
housing models, there would be a huge decrease in homelessness. It would also mean the occupiers would
not have to part with close to 50% of their income on the cost of housing. The majority of low to medium
income earners are living in rental stress. This would create greater disposable income and therefore benefit
the economy.
Housing for those with physical and mental health disabilities needs to be a priority. With proper supports in
place for these people as well. Psych wards are continually releasing patients back out into homelessness,
and the cycle just continues.
Women attempting to escape domestic violence situations very often have no place to go anymore and are
forced to stay with their children in toxic environments.
Victorian Council of Social Service states that there are almost 780,000 people in Victoria living below the
poverty line. A lot of these people are employed. VCOSS also state that in Victoria there has been and 11%
increase in homelessness over the past 5 years. In Melbourne alone there are 60,000 properties lying vacant.
As a society we have got to do more to protect our vulnerable and put in some measures that slow down the
unnaturally huge housing bubble. Incentives for SRI's (Socially Responsible Investments - in housing and
employment especially in regional areas) would be a great start. Making housing purely a commodity and no
longer a right has destroyed many Victorian lives, and of course then puts pressure on the system. These
people are the most likely to become physically or mentally unwell, suffer with issues of addiction and
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increased rates of family violence. This creates greater dependency on welfare, and it is proven that kids that
grow up with parents on welfare, also become dependent on welfare.
Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?:
No Place Like Home: Repairing Australia’s Housing Crisis
by Peter Mares
This book says everything I've outlined above and more in detail.
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