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Vacant residential properties owned by charities should be subject to the Vacant Residential
Land Tax scheme. Charities should be subject to the same disincentives against acting
contrary to the public interest to which other land owners are subject. Charities should be
liable to pay Vacant Residential Land Tax just like everyone else and they should be required
to advise the State Revenue Office annually if they keep residential property vacant just like
everyone else.
Removing the charities exemption to the Vacant Residential Land Tax scheme requires a
simple amendment to the Land Tax Act 2005 (Vic). For example:
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Charitable institutions and purposes
(1) Land is exempt land if the Commissioner determines that—
(a) it is used by a charitable institution exclusively for charitable purposes; or
(b) it is—
(i) owned by a charitable institution; and
(ii) vacant; and
(iii) declared by its owner to be held for future use for charitable purposes.
(1A) Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) does not apply to exempt any land from liability for vacant
residential land tax.
(2) If the Commissioner is satisfied that only a part of land is used by a charitable institution
exclusively for charitable purposes—
(a) land tax is assessable on the remaining part of the land, unless another exemption applies
to that part; and
(b) section 22 applies, if necessary, for that purpose.
(3) To obtain an exemption from land tax under this section, the owner of the land must—
(a) apply to the Commissioner for the exemption; and
(b) give the Commissioner any information the Commissioner requests for the purpose of
enabling the Commissioner to determine whether the land is exempt under this section.

I trust this submission is of assistance.
Yours sincerely
Luke Beck
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