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12 April 2017

The Secretary
Standing Committee on Legal and Social Issues
Parliament House, Spring St
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002
By email to: injectingcentrebill@parliament.vic.gov.au

Dear Secretary
Re: Inquiry into the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Pilot
Medically Supervised Injecting Centre) Bill 2017
The Victorian Branch of the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists
(RANZCP) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Legal and Social Issues Committee’s
Inquiry into the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Pilot Medically
Supervised Injecting Centre) Bill 2017 (the Inquiry).
The Victorian Branch has almost 1500 members, including more than 1000 qualified
psychiatrists, many of whom have specific interest and expertise relevant to the Inquiry. In
developing this submission, the RANZCP worked closely with its expert members and
representatives in the Victorian Branch as well as the bi-national Faculty of Addiction
Psychiatry and Community Collaboration Committee, to ensure that the recommendations
made reflect clinical excellence, community experience and insight.
The RANZCP is supportive of the recommendations made in Coroner Hawkins’ Finding –
Inquest into the Death of Ms A, delivered on 20 February 2017, including the establishment
of a medically supervised injecting centre (MSIC) trial. This would be an evidence-based,
pragmatic and compassionate response to the reality of drug use and addiction.
There are currently 88 such facilities operating in 58 countries internationally, including the
Uniting MSIC in King’s Cross, Sydney. These facilities are aimed at reducing harms related
to injecting drug use. Over 238 peer-reviewed papers have been published since 1998
demonstrating the effectiveness of MSICs in decreasing morbidity and mortality associated
with overdose, reducing ambulance callouts, increasing uptake of substance abuse
treatment and reducing blood-borne virus transmission risk behaviour. In Australia, the
Uniting MSIC in King’s Cross, Sydney, has provided high-quality care for people with
injecting drug use for more than 15 years. Extensive service evaluation reports and
published literature that show that the Uniting MSIC has met its objectives, is cost effective,
and has not resulted in adverse outcomes.

1 of 2

309 La Trobe Street, Melbourne VIC 3000 Australia
T +61 3 9640 0646 F +61 3 9642 5652
ranzcp@ranzcp.org www.ranzcp.org

