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This submission is made by the Powerful Parents self-advocacy group, which sits
within Reinforce Incorporated. Our group has been set up to support parents with an
intellectual disability who are involved with the child protection system in Victoria.
We believe that all parents should be supported to have their children at home. We
meet to think of ways to make the system fairer for parents with an intellectual
disability and we advocate for our ideas with government agencies and other key
decision-makers.
One of our members received the attached letter from the Bairnsdale Office of DHHS
about the changes to the life of her and her children from March 1st next year. We are
shocked and upset about what is going to happen. We know that when they do
happen, it will not be good for Blake and Skye, for Julie, for her other son in
permanent care or for her other daughter, aged 16, who is now living with her again
after many years in foster and permanent care.
The committee has asked whether the changes to the Act will protect vulnerable
children. We say that they will not help children for the following reasons:
1. Julie, and other parents whose children are on a CTSO, will immediately lose
the guardianship of their children. This means that they will no longer be the
person making decisions about anything to do with their children’s health
(doctors and hospital etc). They will no longer be making decisions about
anything to do with their children’s education (child care, kinder, school,
parent-teacher nights, school events) or about their religion. This does not
protect our children and will hurt them greatly because our children want us to
be there when they are sick or when something important is happening in their
lives.
2. Our members say that DHHS already does not ask them anything about
guardianship matters. They often do not know when their children have been
taken to the doctor and they are not asked to give permission for health or
education like other parents. We think that the Act is going to let DHHS
legally do what they are already doing and we think this is very wrong.
3. With these changes, the times that parents see their children is going to be
greatly reduced. The times that children see their sisters and brothers is also
going to be greatly reduced. At present, Julie and all her children see each
other once a month. When the changes are in, that will be at most four times a
year at the start and brothers and sisters might not even have that. How can
this ever be good for children?
4. With the changes, DHHS is not going to have to give us any support to help us
keep our children living with us. Already, they don’t do it because they think
that parents with disabilities are too hard or that we are child-like ourselves
and how can a child parent another child? Professor Gwynneth Llewellyn and
Healthy Start have been saying for years that parents with disabilities can be
supported to raise healthy, well-adjusted children but DHHS ignores them as
well as us.
5. The letter that Julie received says that the changes are about improving
planning and permanency for children because uncertainty and instability is
harmful for them. Where is DHHS going to find foster carers and permanent
carers who will take our children and look after them lovingly until they are
grown up? Where are they going to find carers who will take all the children
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of a family together? We know that our children are moved around all the
time and that even permanent care often breaks down. Julie’s 16-year old
daughter has been returned to her care after many changes, including in
permanent and residential care, because she was getting into so much trouble
that DHHS couldn’t cope with her. She has been home for a few months and
so far is doing well and is back attending school. We think that the trouble she
was getting into was a cry to get back to her Mum but the situation is so much
more difficult for them both than if she had stayed with her Mum in the first
place.
We think that the changes to the Act will be terrible for our families, especially for
our children. We love our children and with decent help most of us are able to look
after them. We think that what is happening is that the children of parents with
disabilities are being stolen just like the children of aboriginal parents were stolen in
the past. We keep asking why the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities is not being listened to. We are told that they don’t have to
do anything about it because it is not law in Victoria and there is no deadline on
putting it into action. We think this is WRONG and we think that you should also say
it is wrong.
Finally, we respectfully ask that you try to imagine yourselves in our situation and
think about how you would feel if you received the letter that was sent to Julie.

