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However, the above examples are a much more ad hoc and inefficient approach than if the Victorian Government
provided an overarching policy framework under which local government and businesses can develop efficient and
cost‐effective systems and sustainable businesses.
We strongly urge the Victorian Government to take leadership in addressing this issue, and urgently so, before even
more hard‐won momentum is lost. Specifically, we would like the Victorian Government to:
1) Reinvest the “Landfill Levy” to assist local councils and the waste management industry build viable waste
management industries in Victoria.
2) Ban single‐use plastics, including bags, straws, cutlery, crockery, glassware and coffee cups.
Several local councils, including Bayside Council, have already introduced this requirement. However, a State‐
wide ban is much more effective, easier to implement, and would have a huge effect on reducing our fast‐
growing and difficult‐to‐recycle plastics waste.
3) Introduce a deposit return scheme for bottles and cans, based on the successful South Australian, Northern
Territory, and Queensland schemes.
4) Introduce a requirement for Victorian Government agencies and contractors to purchase recycled items.
5) Adopt the UK’s 2019 policy to make packaging producers pay full recycling costs, with penalties for difficult to
recycle items. (See https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/18/packaging‐producers‐to‐pay‐full‐
recycling‐costs‐under‐waste‐scheme; and https://uk.reuters.com/article/us‐britain‐waste/uk‐plans‐to‐make‐
plastic‐packaging‐producers‐pay‐for‐waste‐disposal‐idUKKCN1Q700J. )
6) Move towards the ‘Circular Economy’ by a specified date, as the European Union and other countries are doing.
(The European Commission launched its Circular Economy Package (CEP) in 2015. It came into legislative effect
in July 2018. The CEP’s EU Action Plan for the Circular Economy establishes a concrete program of action,
including measures covering the whole life cycle of a product—such as production, consumption and waste
management. https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/publications/research‐papers/download/36‐research‐
papers/13880‐the‐circular‐economy‐an‐explainer.)
7) Urge the Australian Government to also move towards a circular economy, and to adopt the UK’s packaging
producers costs scheme.
8) Urge the Australian Government to manage hazardous wastes better by:
a) introducing more Compulsory Product Stewardship Requirements (e.g. for lithium ion batteries – one of the
fastest growing hazardous wastes in Australia) along the lines of the National Television and Computer Recycling
Scheme; and
b) making current voluntary product stewardship schemes compulsory (e.g. the current tyre recycling scheme).
It is impossible to over emphasis how important this subject matter, and the need for urgent, robust, and
comprehensive action by the Victorian government (indeed all levels of government in Australia) has now become.
BCS is happy to provide any further information and meet with you if required.

With kind regards,
Gregory Mier
President
Beaumaris Conservation Society Inc.
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