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platforms and re-distribution platforms (such as Yume), all of which reduce the demand for virgin materials
and reduce waste that may otherwise be sent to landfill. Funding could be administered on a matched basis,
recognising that there is commercial value in such business models, but that government can play a role in
assisting these solutions to scale more quickly to realise their environmental and social outcomes sooner.
Such a funding program could be considered as part of the development of the Victorian Government’s
circular economy policy.
(2) Leverage government purchasing power to materially shift the dial on resource recovery
The stimulus effect of government procurement on resource recovery is already being realised in some
sectors, for example where recycled content is applied in major infrastructure projects such as new road
construction. In the case of wasted food resources in the commercial sector, there is a massive untapped
opportunity for government to contribute to landfill avoidance through direct purchasing. The Victorian
Government should mandate the maximisation of quality surplus food purchased through all governmentfunded facilities, including corrections, education, health, child-care and government operations through
mandatory quotas for sustainable food procurement. As well as waste avoidance, such an approach would
realise substantial cost savings that may then be re-deployed elsewhere to deliver other government
programs and services. Yume would be an ideal partner to facilitate government taking advantage of this
opportunity.
Case Study on Prisons:
- 7,600 people currently incarcerated in Victoria
- Department of corrections food budget is $6.90-$7.20/per head per day
- Costing approx. $20million per annum
Say, through quotas 20% of the food budget was purchased through Yume at an average of 40% discount
- Direct Government savings of $1,600,000 ($20m x 20% x 40%)
- Money returned to Australian Farmers and Manufacturers of $2,400,000 ($20m x 20% x 60%)
- Assuming an average $4/kg this would divert 600 tonnes from landfill and 1200 tonnes of CO2 and
methane 26 times more potent than Co2!
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