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crisis in recycling in general may cause public disenchantment with recycling
altogether. Clearly, what is needed now is for the State Government to respond to this
growing crisis and show some leadership.
Strategies to reduce waste generation and better manage waste
1) Phase in a ban on the sale and distribution of common single-use plastics, including
shopping bags, straws, coffee cups, cutlery and dishware. The ban might start with
shopping bags, already on the way out, then extend to other ‘convenience’ items.
2) Reinvest the “Landfill Levy” to assist local councils and the waste management
industry to build viable waste management industries in Victoria. Provide
preferential loans to Councils and approved businesses who wish to invest in new
recycling industries. We think that investing in, and promoting such new industries
is a no-brainer and the sooner such a plan is adopted, the sooner the new jobs will
be created and the mounting problem resolved.
3) Introduce a deposit return scheme for bottles and cans, based on the successful
schemes already operating in other states.
4) Introduce a requirement for Victorian Government agencies and contractors to
procure products made from recycled materials, where such products meet
specifications.
5) Adopt the UK Government’s recent policy that requires packaging producers to pay
the full recycling costs of their productsi.
6) Follow the lead of numerous developed economies, large and small and move
towards a ‘Circular Economy’ by a set date, as described in the Victorian
Government’s own research paper, ‘The Circular Economy’ ii.
7) Urge the Australian Government to manage hazardous wastes better by:
a) introducing Compulsory Product Stewardship Requirements (e.g. for lithium
ion batteries – one of the fastest growing hazardous wastes in Australia) along the
lines of the National Television and Computer Recycling Scheme;
b) making current voluntary product stewardship schemes compulsory (e.g. the
current tyre recycling scheme).
Please feel free to contact us to discuss these matters further.
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https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-britain-waste/uk-plans-to-make-plastic-packaging-producers-payfor-waste-disposal-idUKKCN1Q700J
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/publications/research-papers/download/36-researchpapers/13880-the-circular-economy-an-explainer
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