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“A Death by 1000 Cuts”
As a resident of Bendigo for last 30 years, I have grown used to seeing our trams rattle past, aptly
proclaiming our regional centre as a ‘city in the forest’. Indeed, Greater Bendigo is blessed by its
natural beauty: on all sides it is enveloped by National and Regional Parks. Additionally, there are
many areas of vegetation on the edge of the urban interface that also add to the overall ecosystems
within the parks. These systems provide critical habitat range for a number of threatened species;
namely, the Brush-tailed Phascogale, the Square Tail Kite and the Powerful Owl, as well as the
critically endangered Swift Parrot and Pink-tailed Worm-lizard. Bendigo offers a difficult and unique
set of management conditions given the interwoven topography between our protected parks and
urban interface. I have witnessed over the last 30 years the decline of our ecosystems best described
as a ‘death by a thousand cuts’ as vegetation is cleared for the urban expansion.
For your consideration, I have compiled a series of cases below with photographic evidence from
my local area (Strathfieldsaye and Mandurang; south Bendigo). My hope is that these exemplify for
you the real and present threat that ongoing unbridled development poses to the natural
ecosystems and public amenity of our whole city.
Case 1
The current Federal, State and Local Government Planning Regulations have allowed low to medium
density development right up to the boundaries of National and Regional Parks. Photo A below
represents one of many examples of a subdivision that has been allowed to develop next to the
Greater Bendigo National Park boundary. This development occurred approximately 15 years ago.
Notwithstanding, such development continues into the present, showing no sign of abating—as
illustrated in Photo B below.

Photo A. Left: Greater Bendigo National Park; Right: Battunga Park, suburb of Strathfieldsaye.
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Photo B. Foreground: Signage of “Pioneer Rise Estate” subdivision, suburb of Strathfieldsaye;
Background: Greater Bendigo National Park. July 2020.
Such rapacious development so proximal to the border of our parks causes many other problems.
First, from the time of development to the subsequent sale of all land to property owners, the onus
for asset protection for fire management rests entirely with the body responsible for the parks, and
not with developers or property owners. Second, this increasing density of residences near parks
also results in a significant increase in the population of introduced species (e.g. cats and dogs) that
present a further threat to the dwindling population of native fauna (described above). Domestic
cats are particularly concerning, as they are capable of infiltrating parks with ease by night and
decimating mammal, bird and reptile species. Again, ‘another cut’.
Case 2
Current regulations allow landowners with small acreage next to National and Regional Parks to
modify their land by clearing and/or adding fill soil.
Photos C and D below demonstrate examples of where one such land owner has changed the land
form at the boundary of the Greater Bendigo National Park by adding fill to the slope. The critically
endangered Pink-tailed Worm-lizard is found in the rock formations of this part of the National
Park. Again, another cut.

Photo C. Greater Bendigo National Park LHS of 2fence. Photo D. Closer view of fill impact
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Photos E and F below show examples of two small acreages next to each other on Mandurang Road
in the suburb of Mandurang. Both houses were built within in the last 25 years and adjoin the
Greater Bendigo Regional Park. The property shown in Photo E below originally appeared as per the
land shown in Photo F below; however, its biodiversity and habitat value has been significantly
reduced due to the progressive—and largely undetected—removal of understorey flora and larger
trees over many years since their dwelling was constructed. The Brush-tailed phascogale forages
here. This represents ‘another cut’.

Photo E. Private property with under- and
middle-storey cleared; public nature strip
cleared in its entirety.

Photo F. Private property and public nature
strip that have been left alone such that
dwelling is not visible from the road due to by
vegetation.

Case 3
Increased abuse and use of existing ecosystem habitats and lack of compliance.
Photo G below shows an example of recent illegal construction of BMX activity on private land on
the bank of local Sheepwash Creek in the North Central Catchment area. This riparian zone had
been an area of Landcare restoration and another property adjoining the Greater Bendigo National
Park.
It presents one of the many issues that face on-the-ground personnel in the Greater Bendigo
National and Regional Parks; Catchment areas and local Shire. They are overwhelmed by the
pressures of use and abuse by an increasing Bendigo population on the habitats we are meant to
be protecting. I am witnessing a slow death of the ecosystem as caused by several unrelated
factors: illegal track-making for both 4-wheel cars and trail and mountain bikes; the illegal dumping
of rubbish; ground-storey disturbances from gold detectors; and the illegal felling and theft of
wood or collection of already felled wood. Lack of compliance is evident everywhere. Presently,
Bendigo Police do not have a complete trail bike enforcement team that can assist Parks staff to
enforce compliance.
Yet again, ‘another cut’.
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Photo G. Soil disturbance on bank and riparian zone of Sheepwash Creek near boundary of
Greater Bendigo National Park, Mandurang.

Concluding remarks
Here, I have presented compelling evidence of the decline of critical ecosystems to the committee
for its consideration. Although only three cases have been presented, and although each is only a
small instance on its own, together these represent some of the thousands of ‘cuts’ that are slipping
through at the detriment of the ecosystems of our local area.

Karen J Thomas
BSc (Zool) Melb
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