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1.

Introduction

1.1.

Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline

Brimbank City Council welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to the
Parliamentary Committee regarding the inquiry into ecosystem decline in Victoria.
This submission has been prepared by Council officers responsible for the
coordination and management of natural assets with extensive experience and
knowledge.
This response focusses on issues relating to biodiversity within the municipality, and
the bioregion.

1.2.

Acknowledgement of Country

Council respectfully acknowledges and recognises the Kulin Nation including the
Wurundjeri, Bunurong and Boon Wurrung Peoples as the Traditional Owners of this
land and waterways and pays respect to their Elders past, present and future.
For the Traditional Owners the lands in the City of Brimbank have always been a
significant trading and meeting place.
Council also acknowledges local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents of
Brimbank and their Elders for their ongoing contribution to the diverse culture of our
community.

1.3.

Brimbank City Council context

Brimbank City Council (BCC) has strengthened its commitment to environmental
protection through the recent adoption of the Brimbank Climate Emergency Plan
2020-2025 (CEP), and the establishment of a strategic approach with Transforming
Brimbank - Environmental Agenda.
The Transforming Brimbank Agenda sets out a vision for all levels of government and
the non-government sector to collaborate and leverage the record investments
coming into the area to maximise the job, education, health, environmental and
fairness opportunities for the region for the decades to come.
Communities in the west have been disproportionately affected by soil contamination,
pollution and impacts on the natural environment. As such, Brimbank is committed to
Environmental Equity, to mitigate the rising levels of urban heat, encourage
sustainable design and development, and restore natural environments.
In 2012 Brimbank City Council adopted the Brimbank Biodiversity Strategy 20122022 (the Strategy) as part of Council's commitment to protect, maintain and
enhance biodiversity. The Strategy set a vision on how 'to protect existing
biodiversity and increase the diversity and sustainability of fauna habitat and

Brimbank City Council

Submission | Enquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria

3 of 15

RM 20/295193 – Page 3 of 15

LC EPC Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria
Submission 926

Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria

remnant vegetation, through best practices available in biodiversity protection,
adaptive management techniques and increased connectivity of biodiversity whilst
encouraging community awareness, engagement and acceptance of Brimbank's
natural environment.'
To deliver the vision of the Biodiversity Strategy, Brimbank City Council allocates
significant resources into on-ground protections for conservation assets. Areas such
as Sydenham Park are recognised as having regional significance for their
biodiversity values and roles in connecting habitat along the Maribyrnong River.
Council invests in landscape scale weed control and restoration to protect the park
itself and the values of the adjacent Organ Pipes National Park as well as other
locations across Brimbank with environmental values.
The Brimbank municipality lies within the Victorian Volcanic Plains (VVP) Bioregion,
which prior to European settlement was covered in highly productive grasslands with
some areas of wetlands and woodlands. Within the VVP bioregion the grassland
community is listed as critically endangered under the federal EPBC Act (Natural
Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain) and listed as threatened under
the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act (FFG Act) 1988 (Western (Basalt) Plains
Grassland Community).
Fifteen per cent of Brimbank’s total area is classified as open space, some of which is
designated for conservation, including land managed by Council, Melbourne Water
and Parks Victoria. Important remnant ecosystems and habitats can also be found on
private land, and within rail and road corridors.
The City of Brimbank is located in the western and north-western suburbs of
Melbourne, between 11 and 23 kilometres from Melbourne’s CBD. It is strategically
located to play a lead role in the future growth and development of Melbourne and
Victoria, with Sunshine in the south identified as a Priority Precinct by the
Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions. Almost half of our residents were born
overseas, and population is forecast to increase by 25,000 people to over 230,000 by
2041. This rapid change and development contributes to pressure on land use, but
also provides an opportunity for innovative urban planning to identify, protect and
enhance biodiversity values within the municipality.
The City of Brimbank is 12,338 hectares, of which Council manages, for the purpose
of biodiversity conservation, over 390 hectares. These assets support grasslands,
grassy woodlands, escarpment shrublands and native vegetation fragments within
our waterway corridors.
Also located within the City of Brimbank are a number of Parks Victoria management
assets. This includes the Organ Pipes National Park, Derrimut Grasslands N.C.R,
William Angliss Native Grassland Reserve and Brimbank Park.
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2.

Terms of Reference Discussion

2.1.

The extent of the decline of Victoria’s biodiversity and
the likely impact on people, particularly First Peoples,
and ecosystems, if more is not done to address this,
including consideration of climate change impacts.

2.1.1.

Extent of decline of ecosystems (biodiversity)

The extent and rate of ecosystem decline of Victoria is poorly known. There is a lack
of centralised, easily accessible mapped data for which to make an informed
assessment.
The DELWP Annual reporting on the operations of the native vegetation removal
regulations is a welcome document. This report, however, has limitations in several
respects; information is reliant on the timely submission and accuracy of data
provided by LGAs; it does not record cases of illegal native vegetation or
enforcement actions and; is limited to annual data and as such does not give an
indication of cumulative removal.
A centralised, and easily accessible mapped version of all approved removals and
offsets would help inform decisions when determining approval of vegetation and
habitat removal, particularly in local and regional context. This needs to be regularly
updated and current, such that it can be used as a tool for decision making regarding
applications for removal. This is particularly important in an urban context, where
biodiversity connectivity can be degraded at an alarming rate.
There is presently limited publicly accessible information for which to assess the
progress and status of offsets, and to the extent to which the objective of 'no net loss
to biodiversity' is achieved. The sites and regularity of DELWP monitoring of offset
sites is determined on a risk-based approach, which while is seemingly logical, but
could also be indicative of the lack of funding for monitoring of these sites.
Regarding offsets and offset sites, there are considerable opportunities to ensure
these sites are achieving quality outcomes, as per their intent, through a framework
that requires audit checks and is enforced. Reporting on the success of biodiversity
outcomes, beyond just compliance/non-compliance of the offsets should be publically
available on a site by site basis.
The extent of illegal clearance of native vegetation is highly unknown, and is almost
solely reliant on individuals with a good understanding and knowledge of local
environmental values reporting this through. Understanding the extent of loss or
indeed proving that loss has occurred is difficult, and often enforcement actions are
not commensurate to the loss, nor sufficient to act as a deterrent.
The extent of decline is not exclusive to permitted and unpermitted native vegetation
clearance, it is also reducing in condition and extent due to inappropriate
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management, lack of pest species control (both plants and animals), reduced
ecosystem complexity and extensive fragmentation. Weed proliferation and invasive
pest animals are having devastating impacts across all land tenures.
The multitude of actions taken by land managers, industries, community and
governments contribute to the loss of native species and their habitat, reduce water
quality and modify ecosystems so that they no longer function as they should. Many
of these actions are undertaken without a real understanding of the longer-term
environmental costs. Greater effort is required in educating on the role of
biodiversity, and how actions impact the health of these systems.
Biodiversity decline is only known where significant effort has been made to
document condition over time, and followed up with analysis of historical versus
current condition. Even if changes over time have been recorded, there is no
centralised point where the data is collated.

2.1.2.

Extent of Decline within the City of Brimbank

The Brimbank Natural Heritage Strategy 1997 provided a snapshot of native
vegetation within the municipality, with clearance and fragmentation of grassland
identified as an ongoing threat. In the period since 1997, the extent of native
grasslands, riparian and escarpment vegetation has continued to decline
predominately due to urbanisation and development (permitted and unpermitted
clearance). Additional causes for decline have been the continued invasion of pest
plant and animal species and inappropriate land management.
Areas managed by BCC for conservation purposes are, predominantly, maintaining or
increasing in quality. Areas of open space managed primarily for other purposes
(passive recreation, sports fields) are, however, rapidly losing the extent and quality
of native vegetation and habitat. In a highly urbanised environment these pockets of
habitat are highly important as stepping stones and connectivity. They are critical for
biodiversity to integrate into the urban landscape, rather than exist solely as a
fragmented reserve system. With increasing threats from development and
population, some areas have lost the capacity to repair themselves. Human led
interventions are increasingly required to protect areas from pest animal and weed
invasion, and to restore stable ecosystems.
Offsets from permitted clearing are not required to be situated within the
municipality, leading to net loss of ecosystems and function within the local area.
Funding for Parks Victoria land within the municipality is vulnerable to change.
Diversion of funds and resources to fire affected areas significantly impacts
resourcing for biodiversity protection, leading to loss of previous invested resourcing,
particularly in terms of pest animal and weed control. Consistent and ongoing
resourcing allocated for biodiversity protections is required to ensure no decline in
quality.
Information received during long standing land use planning applications indicate
that quality and extent of native vegetation and habitat on private land is declining
through lack of threat management.
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2.1.3.

Likely impacts on people

Brimbank City Council recognises that Aboriginal Victorians have a deep
understanding and connection with our environment and landscape. Registered
Aboriginal Parties and other Traditional Owners groups play an important role in
working with government and communities to safeguard and pass on knowledge of
the Victorian landscapes and cultural heritage.
Council seeks to work closely with local Aboriginal parties to draw upon their
knowledge and skills as the custodians and voice of Country. Regional programs to
facilitate knowledge sharing, and support the development of aboriginal land
management organisations is required.
Brimbank residents recognise and value of remaining ‘wild’ spaces and areas where
they can connect with nature. The social and health benefits of natural assets are
recognised as significantly contributing to the health and wellbeing of our
communities. Retention of these natural assets, whatever the size, is important for
local accessibility to nature within the suburbs. The decline in health and diversity
negatively impacts the ability of our community to access benefits in everyday life.
While there is an understanding of how nature contributes directly to our personal
lives, there is a general lack of understanding of how ecosystem services underpin
the health and function of our environment (water, health, pollinators).
The importance of a healthy environment and the retention of remnant ecosystems
to our community is reflected in active community conservation groups, and the
success of volunteer activities across the municipality. Participating (contributing) in,
and learning about the local environment, creates a sense of belonging and pride,
particularly in a community where up to 50% of residents are born overseas.
Concern about the decline in ecosystem quality of crown land has prompted some
informed residents to take action and form a committee of management for crown
grassland reserves within the municipality. The Cairnlea Conservation Reserves
Committee of Management manages remnant grasslands and has shown many
measures of success in weed control and wildflower reintroduction programs. This
Committee is, however, heavily reliant on volunteer time, and funding is inconsistent,
often reliant on obtaining grants.

2.1.4.

Likely impact on ecosystems

Within the urban context, many sites supporting native vegetation are losing the
capacity to be self–sustaining and greater human interventions are required.
Disturbance sensitive and niche species are being lost, leading to a predominance of
generalist species, and the homogenising of the landscape. Genetic diversity is
declining as areas supporting ecosystems reduce in number and contract in size.
As outlined in the Transforming Brimbank - Environmental Equity Agenda, Brimbank
is asking for support to help deliver its Biodiversity Strategy (2012-2022) that sets
out a vision on how we can protect existing biodiversity and sustainability of fauna
habitat and remnant vegetation.
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There is a need to address the underlying cause of biodiversity decline and the
resources to tackle these major issues. The cost of repairing damaged ecosystems
and restoring function is extremely large, and more focus on protection is required.
Funding and resources allocated to State Reserves are often not used to enhance and
improve ecosystem function. Resource pressure can force management actions to
focus on fire risk and leisure (shared user paths, playgrounds and toilet blocks).
There is a need for an allocation of resources to be isolated solely for ecosystem
conservation purposes.

2.1.5.

Likely impact of climate change

There is a lack of knowledge of the impact of climate change on ecosystems. It is
generally understood that species distributions and home ranges will be impacted,
and that the complement of species within ecosystems may change. These shifts
need to be acknowledged, and our traditional view of ecological vegetation classes
need to be examined. A system where all local native vegetation and habitat has
protections, rather than ones that just hit (potentially outdated) benchmarks needs
to be established.
The impacts of climate change may make retention, let alone restoration, of
biodiversity and ecosystem function an even greater challenge. The recent example
of bushfires in Victoria are an example of the predicted increase in extreme weather
events, and show the vulnerability of our natural systems to large scale loss. To
increase resilience of ecosystems, we need to protect not only a hectare allocation of
native vegetation, but also the spread of this vegetation. The assumption that
multiple small areas of vegetation have little value needs to be examined.
Retention needs to be the top priority in providing future security with the uncertain
impacts of climate change and the possible disruption to ecosystem function. The role
of private land, road and rail reserves, and the urban matrix needs to be considered
and valued alongside state reserves to minimise future risk of habitat loss and ensure
genetic diversity is maintained across the landscape.
More research, and greater effort to collate current data is needed to develop a
coordinated State and Federal approach to improve our preparedness of the impact
of climate change on biodiversity and what bioregions will look like in the
future. Greater efforts to understand, and inform the community on the role of
biodiversity in offsetting climate change is also required.
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2.2.

The adequacy of the legislative framework protecting
Victoria’s environment, including grasslands, forests and
the marine and coastal environment, and native species

2.2.1.

The Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Protection (EPBC) Act

The results and analyses of the recent extensive review of the EPBC Act indicates that
there are significant flaws in the Act's ability to protect biodiversity. Issues in the
implementation and compliance and enforcement of the Act have been highlighted.

2.2.2.

The Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act

In 2019 the State enacted the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Act 2019. The
amendments commence operation in June 2020. The Act represents an overhaul to
the State's principal piece of legislation for the conservation or species, habitat and
communities of Victorian flora and fauna.
The Act promises to bring Victorian's biodiversity conservation laws more closely in
line with those of the Commonwealth EPBC Act. The Act forms part of a suite of State
Government initiatives targeted at preventing species decline in Victoria.
However, amendments to regulation and various subordinate instruments and
guidance to support the implementation of the Act have been poorly communicated
to local government. It remains unclear how changes to the Amended Act will be
applied.
One of the key changes was the introduction of Critical Habitat. Critical Habitat will
occur in areas where a Critical Habitat Determination has been made by DELWP. The
process and consideration of ecological import to define Critical Habitat is currently
unclear. Any determinations should be based on up to date and consistent data and
mapping.

2.2.3.

The Victoria Planning and Environment Act 1987

There are inconsistencies between State and Federal legislation native vegetation
protections. Within the Brimbank municipality, protection of local biodiversity is often
reliant on protection of the EBPC Act over the Guidelines for the removal, destruction
or lopping of native vegetation. For example no specific offset for Pimelea spinescens
have been triggered to date within Brimbank, even though numerous plants are
continuously being removed.
The continued use of online mapping and modelled data as a means of assessment,
to inform decision making, contributes to the ongoing decline. The data is often
outdated or incorrect. While there are currently attempts to rectify this situation,
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there needs to be flexibility in the approach if data is known to be incorrect, or there
is significant reason to query the data.
The avoidance and minimisation approach correctly identifies the hierarchy of
protection, but lacks strength and weight in assessing applications to remove native
vegetation. Economic drivers are often the sole reason within avoid and minimise
statements to justify removal. A more balanced approach to avoid and minimise, and
greater guidance on assessment is required to balance economic, environmental and
social considerations.
There is too heavy a reliance on offsets to provide ecosystem protections. The
system does not support the hierarchy of the three step approach, nor acknowledge
the environmental and economic value of retaining systems in situ. The evaluation if
‘net gain’ has been achieved is lacking, and audit and compliance systems are not
strong enough to ensure offset obligation are being meet, land is being secured and
financial contributions are being spent to improve the condition
There is continued incremental loss of habitat for local flora and fauna through
permitted clearing. This habitat is not always classified as patches of high value
vegetation due to species composition or quality, however it has high biodiversity
value. These patches can be either lost altogether or significantly fragmented, which
restricts the ability for species to adapt and survive in the landscape long-term.
Many biodiversity values are beyond the State’s definition of native vegetation,
allowing the removal of vegetation or habitat that may be critical to the function and
survival of species within an urban landscape.
Rules for offsetting have a significant impact on the extent of protected vegetation
within our municipality, as the vast majority of clearance in the municipality is offset
through a credit register as ‘general’ offsets. This offset arrangement allows for
vegetation removal in Brimbank that can be offset anywhere in the Port Phillip
Catchment Management region, leading to significant local loss. The removal of the
‘like for like’ offset requirement has also seen critically endangered grassland extent
decline further.
Extensive categories of exemptions from the application of a planning permit also
increase the difficulty in the monitoring and documentation of ecosystem decline.
With the reliance on applicant driven assessments, there is a potential for bias and
lack of effort within assessments. This can lead to extended time frames and costs if
the assessment is queried. A solution could be the establishment of a 'panel' of
accredited assessors, where applicants are allocated assessors with ecosystem
relevant knowledge and the panel would effectively function as 'in-betweeners' to
ensure independence and guidelines adhered to. Applicants would also gain greater
certainty and understanding of costs and timelines in advance.

2.2.4.

Bilateral Agreement

In 2010 the Australian Government endorsed the Delivering Melbourne's Newest
Sustainable Communities (the MSA program) which committed Victoria to streamline
environmental approvals under both state and federal legislation. Under the MSA
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program, the Victorian Government made a commitment to improve conservation
outcomes, including to establish a 15,000 hectare Western Grassland Reserve (WGR)
and a 1,200 hectare Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands Reserve (GEWR).
The recent audit undertaken by the Victorian Auditor-General's Office into the
management of native vegetation clearing in protecting state and nationally
significant native vegetation in the extended urban growth boundary areas has
highlighted significant shortcomings of the MSA Program. The DELWP as such is not
meeting its commitments to deliver the WGR and GEWR by 2020. Further:
- As of February 2020, Parks Victoria has 1,198.6 hectares of WGR land to manage,
mostly comprising of unconnected parcels. This is around 1 per cent of land in the
WGR.
- Only an investigation area has been identified for the GEWR, and DELWP has not
identified parcels of land to be protected. No land to date has been acquired for the
GEWR.
- Delays in acquiring land has meant the WGR have not been appropriately
managed in private ownership, resulting in an ongoing decline in condition. The
delays will likely require a significantly greater investment to restore and retain
ecological values than if they were purchased within the 10 year timeframe.
- The cost recovery habitat compensation fee has not been appropriately indexed
or raised since 2013, leaving DELWP with a funding shortly to purchase land in the
WGR.
- Current governance arrangements are not adequate to effectively oversee the
MSA program's future delivery and mange risks.

2.2.5.

Legislation Gaps

There is no comprehensive legislation for habitat protection, nor is there an
acknowledgement within any legislation that non-native vegetation and non-biotic
structure can provide ideal conditions for some of our native animals.
There is no provision for protection of lower quality 'stepping stones' or connector
areas that do not reach benchmarks of a 'patch'. Areas of lower quality vegetation
can be critical linking points for higher quality areas, providing connectivity and safe
movement through the landscape for native animals and their genetics.
Legislation should incorporate flexibility to be able to respond in a timely manner to
extreme events and disaster. Extra pressure on remaining biodiversity and refuges
after a catastrophic event can tip ecosystems and ecosystem function into irreparable
decline. For example, remaining stands of bushland after extensive damaging fire
events should be protected from stock grazing/European bees/logging until the land
has recovered sufficiently.
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2.3.

The adequacy and effectiveness of government
programs and funding protecting and restoring Victoria’s
ecosystems

Brimbank City Council currently accesses a variety of biodiversity focussed funding and
programs including; Federal Government Communities Environment Program (CEP),
State Government Peri-urban Weed Management Partnerships (PWMP) and Caring for
Our Local Environments, and Melbourne Water's Living Rivers program and Corridors of
Green funding.
While funding for programs has the benefit of creating partnerships, and can focus on
priority actions there can be significant shortcomings in relying on funding for ongoing
biodiversity protection. Long term strategies and actions are necessary for sustainable,
ongoing and effective protection and management of biodiversity. Funding is often short
term with no certainty of future resourcing, creating a risk of losing any gains should
ongoing work not be resourced. Funding cycles of financial years does not consider the
seasonality and long term requirements of ecosystem management. Lead in times
between applying and securing funding is often insufficient for effective delivery of
programs. For example, a restoration program may require up to 18 months lead in time
to adequately source the correct species and genetics for revegetation. Funding is often
subject to the political climate of the time. It is not uncommon for a program to lose
funding, only to be reformulated at a later date, losing consistency, governance and
partnerships in the meantime (e.g. Green Corps and Green Army programs).
Funding for crown land is susceptible to both the political will of the incumbent
government, and the diversion of resources for catastrophic events. The recent fires in
Victoria, saw a significant diversion of funds from conservation actions across the state
to addressing disaster response. An allocation of 'quarantined' funds for conservation
actions is required to ensure that there is not a significant decline in the quality of
ecosystems during these periods. An independent body should be established to ensure
funds are allocated suitably to prevent this decline, and ensure previous investment and
gains are not lost. Resourcing for amenity and infrastructure should also be clearly
defined and separate from funding for biodiversity protection.
Diversion of funds for other catastrophic events has also been evident within the
Brimbank municipality, with a large contamination event in Stony Creek resulting from a
high profile warehouse fire in West Footscray. Much funding for the ongoing protections
for the health of waterways in Melbourne were diverted to clean up activities. A system
to isolate resources for such events that have a regional impact should be developed.
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2.4.

Legislative, policy, program, governance and funding
solutions to facilitate ecosystem and species protection,
restoration and recovery in Victoria, in the context of
climate change impacts

The Brimbank Climate Emergency Plan 2020-2025 states 'Globally, we have lost valuable
time. ‘Socially just’ climate action is a necessity and must happen at scale and speed.
We must kick our climate pollution habit ASAP'.
Progress in addressing and incorporating the impacts of climate change adequately into
our legislation, policy and programs regarding native vegetation has been inadequate.
Our approach and ways of working need to be adapted and implemented through the
lens of climate change. Flexibility, and the ability to adaptively manage in response to
climate change and newly acquired knowledge needs to be incorporated into all levels of
biodiversity protections. This will require an increase in focus and funding into research,
data gathering, and knowledge dissemination. Available information should be quickly
incorporated into our systems, particularly those that are relied upon for decision making
with native vegetation removal such as Native Vegetation Information Management
System (NVIM) and the Environmental Systems Modelling Platform (EnSym).
The role of biodiversity in mitigating climate impacts is largely unknown. More research
is required into how biodiversity in all its forms can contribute to mitigating climate
impacts. Trees are well known in addressing CO2 and cooling, but further understanding
of how all ecosystems and biodiversity interact for climate mitigation is required.

2.5.

Opportunities to restore Victoria’s environment while
upholding First Peoples’ connection to country, and
increasing and diversifying employment opportunities in
Victoria

Continued and ongoing support for education and small businesses is needed with First
Peoples. This support should include a multidisciplinary approach inclusive of research,
policy development and land management. The establishment and funding of an ongoing
support network is required establish and strengthen partnerships with First Peoples and
other organisations.
Support is needed to develop partnerships with current businesses working within
industry. Subsidies may be required at times to assist businesses to develop capacity
and provide employment opportunities.
The industry should be respected and acknowledged as a professional industry
particularly with regard to land management. The current perception that ecological land
management can and should be conducted by volunteers needs to change. Volunteers
play an important role in stewardship our environment, but protection of the
environment requires appropriate funding, and should not be solely seen as the
responsibility of volunteers.
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More business development and support to expand sensitive tourism/ecotourism
opportunities, particularly in areas reliant on industries that are not sustainable, or may
become redundant in the face of climate change actions (old growth logging, and fossil
fuel industries). Promotion of non-reductive use of bushland and the natural
environment will establish the value of ecosystems beyond extractive resource use.

3.

Summary Key Impacts

The Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria is timely, following on from the review of
the 2020 review of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, and
the recent review and amendment of the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act.
Council consider the below as key points into the condition of Victoria’s biodiversity and
it’s protections;


The quality and extent of Victoria’s ecosystems is declining. Current records and
systems of management are not sufficient to accurately assess the rate and
magnitude of the decline.



Significant effort is required to document ecosystem condition over time, and a
centralised platform is needed for this information to be accessible to the community
and decision makers.



Biodiversity extent and condition is in overall decline across the Brimbank
municipality due to incremental loss within private and public land, and a decline in
the condition. A regional strategic approach is required, with dedicated and ongoing
funding and support for land owners and managers.



Ecosystem decline will have a negative impact on the health and happiness of our
community. Our community show they value biodiversity evident in the extent of
environmental volunteering within the municipality.



The impacts of climate change means that we need to consider our traditional
approach to biodiversity protections.



There are weaknesses in current legislation in biodiversity protections.



Government programs and funding for protection of biodiversity needs to be ongoing
and consistent to maximise outcomes.



There are opportunities to restore Victoria’s environment, uphold First Peoples’
connection to country, and increase employment opportunities in Victoria
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