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Volumes of evidence could be provided behind the critical state of Victoria’s natural
areas, the history of the degradation, the loss of important habitat and the decline in
so many once common species. This is already well known. It remains shamefully
ignored by authorities.
Many have become cynical and view enquiries and public consultation as a façade. It
is not more information and evidence that this enquiry needs; what’s needed is
political will. This government must prioritise our environment over and above the
demands of corporate and union bullies. This is what the problem boils down to –
over and over again.

Exploitation, Dishonesty & Corruption
As well as our state’s ecosystems and wildlife populations, our democracy is also in a
perilous state of collapse.
People have spent thousands of hours writing in-depth submissions to governments.
Peer reviewed published research, scientific references and clear evidence have been
shown to the state government for decades. All are in the end ignored in favour of
political expedience – that being to assist big business.
Our water, wildlife, climate, soils and air are not just on the tip of collapsing but
began that decline years ago. Generational amnesia allows people and governments
to remain happily ignorant of what has been lost.
It is traumatic to witness these losses in just one generation and that collapse is
escalating every year. It has been described as popping rivets on a plane. One too
many and the entire show crashes. People see that huge vested interests have more
influence over governments than the voting public do.

Forests systematically destroyed
Forests are essential for all other systems. They moderate the climate, capture and
store carbon, create rain, cool the ground, provide food and habitat for millions of
wildlife, filter water and fill streams, moderate floods and droughts, create soil, feed
fish and are important for estuarine health.
The same political and industry corruption also underpins continued and rampant
forests logging, even after the most horrific fires ever seen in East Gippsland. The
state is allowing VicForests to plan a horrendous number of areas of forest,
recovering and unburnt refuges to be smashed. This is unforgiveable!
East Gippsland was once a relatively intact jewel, a forested beauty with deep lush
fern gullies, hillsides of tall forest and diverse damp botanical wonderlands, fireresistant rainforests that punctuated the landscape on southern slopes and along
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It continues shamelessly by the ongoing destruction of the Critically Endangered
Mountain Ash ecosystem in the Central Highlands. The state’s faunal emblem has
also declined and is now listed as critically endangered. All to keep political favour
with the union and a large Japanese paper maker in the Latrobe Valley. The cost to
our irreplaceable forests and wildlife in order to maintain these deals is scandalous.
If the state government is as weak and compromised as to allow these travesties, the
public does have to wonder why it is bothering with this enquiry. There has been
absolutely zero attempt to rein in the most obvious, reckless and contemptuous
destruction of our forests, forests which so many voters love and know.
Short term political favours and donations override moral decisions by state leaders.
Our extremely ailing environment may within a half a generation, be little more than
a polluted, eroding wasteland with filthy waterways and fire ravaged, weed-infested
scrubland. Saving the last tiny sample of an ecosystem or species is not conservation.

Water management creating water wars
After years of experience campaigning for our environment, I see the corruption
which underpins land management in Victoria is deep. I am aware of the political
spin and manipulation of public perceptions. The management of the Gippsland
Lakes is a classic example. There’s a long history of deliberately ignoring the evidence
and favouring lobby groups and special interests.
The Lakes are Ramsar listed but are becoming more degraded every day.
The Gippsland Lakes are:








choking with a witches brew of pollutants from filthy industries in its
catchment
suffering from water extraction
turning saline from deepening the entrance
losing it original fringe of vegetation due to high levels of saline inflow
losing seagrass and the swans that once fed on it
showing more frequent algal blooms
fish kills and decline in fish species such as Bream.

But NOTHING is being done to turn this around. However we are seeing more spin
doctors on the job to placate voters.
We are now hearing there are plans for water diversion from Gippsland’s rivers,
plans for dams and inappropriate developments.
Sea Grass and Bivalves should be monitored as anecdotal evidence suggests they are
in serious decline and not occurring where they once were.
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A Pro Bait fisherman reported that he can't catch Shrimp as the sea grass beds have
been covered with sand because of the increased tidal range and sand deposits.
Again with Bivalves we only have anecdotal evidence due to refusal to carry out
studies. There have been such massive kills we only hope that some have survived.
Sand Worms have definitely been wiped out but there is a small patch surviving in
the fresher water near the Mitchell river mouth.
The basic problem that we have with the lakes is that at one end Gippsland Ports
have doubled the depth of the entrance from 2.5 metres with the April Hamer
dredger, to 5.5 metres at present.
Port's dredging permit provides for 3.5 metres for boat entry and an extra 2 metres
for slump and sand build-up. This was because the N.Z. dredge The Pelican, only
visited annually. But despite Gippsland Ports now having their new $21 million
dredger stationed at Lakes Entrance, this allowance is still being maintained at huge
cost to the Lakes health. This means the size of the entrance has doubled and the
Tidal Speed has doubled. Deposited ocean sand has increased which is now ending
up as far from the entrance as Kalimna. This is causing massive ecosystem change.
Tidal scouring of banks has increased and inner island shore bird nesting areas have
been removed. Four indigenous graves have been exposed on Boole Poole. And so it
goes on amidst sickening back-patting by local National Party politicians and
authorities for their wonderful environmental work!
At the western end of the lakes, freshwater flows are being siphoned out off for
irrigation. Currently there is a pending war between the demands of irrigators,
Melbourne and coal mine rehabilitation. The environmental needs of an eversickening Lakes system receives feigned concern, lies and lip-service.
This is criminal management. It is not carelessness or ignorance.
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Planned burns are counterproductive in many cases. Burning kills the very part of a
forests ecosystem that naturally digests the leaf litter and other 'fuel' - also known as
habitat and food source. Fungi, invertebrates, small diggers and scratchers mammals and birds all help keep the forest floor breaking down into humus. Soil
food, water retaining deeper soils that help keep the understory damp and plants
hydrated.
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Population
Along with politically beneficial exploitation of nature, population is the next
problem which underlies a large part of the pressures on our ecosystems. It must be
first stabilised but providing incentives to have fewer children (not incentives to have
MORE), reducing migration, while allowing for humanitarian intake, and then begin a
program of MINUS population growth.

Conclusion
Our biodiversity is in poor health and not improving. The government’s own report
details this. Increasingly Victorian’s are asking why nothing is being done to reverse
this.
We need a massive program for restoration of ecosystems and species habitats, not
just tokenistic tree planting grants to Landcare vollies.
The government is fully aware of the extent of the decline of Victoria’s biodiversity.
It’s aware of the existing and potential impacts on ecosystems and of the inadequacy
of state environment laws. These were weakly worded and vetted by lawyers to
ensure they were mainly unenforceable. The adequacy and effectiveness of
government programs and funding is minor and more window dressing than serious
attempts to stop further decline. There is no time for mincing words or pretending.
This is the life support system for the state of Victoria and the planet.
The solutions and opportunities to restore Victoria’s environment are staring us in
the face. It needs a political system that is not controlled by the fossil fuel industries,
the logging mafia, other vested interests including the CFMMEU. It then needs a
government with balls which cares for our small areas of natural riches and wants to
increase this wealth.
(After writing on just a small number of issues concerning ecosystem collapse, political
corruption and the rush to hasten the process by corporate war lords, I am in need of some
emotional numbing.
I am truly sorry for the staff members of this senate enquiry who must read through pages of
similar atrocities against nature all day, without such emotional support. )
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