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The Victorian government appears to have no understanding of balance and coexistence or
the concept of re-wilding. Instead legislators and government policy direction continues to
determine species according to a dominant thought process which is pitting species against
species where political and economic factors determine the outcome.
Animal agriculture, mining, fossil fuels and logging are key drivers of biodiversity loss
and environmental devastation and yet government continues to support these
unsustainable practices which lead to heavy pollution, extraction of precious resources like
water and environment which is key species habitat for so many.
We know the global world is in the 6th mass species extinction. This is being driven by
human beings.
Globally, biodiversity is under intense stress and pressure, causing a losses now deemed a
Biodiversity Emergency. This is recognised and reported by scientists around the world
and by leading global organisations such as the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).
These threats to nature and decline in biodiversity are increasingly evident in Victoria. The
2018 State of the Environment Report from Victoria’s Commissioner for Environmental
Sustainability was damning. The status of 60% of the Biodiversity Indicators are rated as
“poor” and none are rated as “good”; in terms of trends, 51% of the Biodiversity Indicators
are deteriorating and only 1 out of 35 had improved and that is Private Land Conservation.
The main drivers of biodiversity loss include over-exploitation and excessive land clearing,
and use of dwindling resources like water and groundwater, animal agriculture, fossil
fuels, mining, transport and pollution, all which are leading to excessive habitat loss and
climate damage. To prevent further biodiversity loss and ecosystem decline and to protect
and restore species and ecosystems, we must tackle these factors. Exploitation, disregard
and disrespect of animals founded on greed and economics is the major contributor to all
drivers of biodiversity loss.
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