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SUBMISSION FOR INQUIRY INTO ECOSYSTEM DECLINE IN VICTORIA
We welcome this opportunity to make a submission for the inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in
Victoria. In January 2020 we created the charity ‘Veganic Ecosystems’, with the main aim being to
convert land that has been used for animal agriculture into habitat for native animals, combined
with sustainable food production without using animal inputs. Our mission has come about after
decades of study into agriculture and horticulture, having our own practical experience, and all the
while watching the landscape in our region go into decline as the climate changes, droughts become
more prevalent and many farmers continue to farm in ways not suitable to the Australian landscape.
Animal agriculture is a leader of habitat loss and ecosystem decline through land clearing of native
bushland and grasslands. It is also a large contributor to climate change. The region that we live in
was originally dense native bushland, as was much of Australia, abundant with biodiversity which
was cleared and is now used primarily for agriculture, consisting mostly of cattle and sheep. During
dry times and drought some farmers overgraze their stock in paddocks until the earth is bare, killing
the diversity that would normally live within the grassed paddock.
Many creeks have been eroded into channels metres deep by animal farming, when it does rain, soil
is lost downstream and into the river system. This then creates pollution of the water in the river,
degrading the ecosystem, which can lead to fish deaths. The biodiversity of the river can be changed
for many years after, the remaining fish struggle to breed, sometimes requiring human intervention
to return fish breeding stock back to the water.
This is not a problem just in Victoria, but Australia wide, animal agriculture is a major cause of
ecosystem decline and habitat loss, as well as contributing to climate change.
Ecosystem decline hit home for us recently, during December 2019 we noticed that some trees and
shrubs on our property were dying back. Over the New Year period we had a run of days above 40°C
with extremely low humidity. In January 2020 we flew our drone looking out behind our property,
into thousands of acres of native bushland, we have filmed this bushland many times previously, it
has always had a healthy canopy of leaves, but on this day the outlook was grim, the canopy of
leaves had died back (refer pic 1 below), and upon bushwalking into the area we found that many
shrubs and trees had died also (refer pic 2 below). The birds had also left the area, it was eerily quiet
in an area known for its abundant birdlife.
Since significant rain has fallen in the area throughout 2020, regrowth has occurred on many tree
trunks (refer pic 3 below), but the tops of the trees remain leafless. The bush still looks significantly
different than it did before the sudden decline occurred 10 months ago, with dead trees and shrubs
scattered amongst regrowing trees and shrubs.
Our bush property of 100 acres is connected to a much larger portion of bush consisting of many
thousands of acres, which is then connected to Wollemi National Park. We have an abundance of
native wildlife and have a healthy Koala population, there have been no fires through our region for
decades. When the ecosystem decline happened, our concern was for the Koalas mostly, as much of
their source of food had disappeared. We have since seen Koalas with their Joeys living in trees that
have regrowth.
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Our charity aims to be part of reversing the damage done by traditional farming methods, by
establishing healthy ecosystems, with habitat for native animals in combination with sustainable
food production. We need to restore native ecosystems that have been degraded by human
intervention, to encourage biodiversity back into the system, and to support farmers to use
sustainable food production methods which increase biodiversity on farmland.
We not only need to restore landscapes destroyed by conventional farming practices, but also to
protect the native ecosystems that still exist naturally. Land clearing for animal agriculture goes on
every day, all over Australia, it is causing not only the decline but the destruction of ecosystems, and
causes our natural resources to be abused, all in the name of producing food.
For a short video about our experience during January 2020, please visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcRTz-FHxgw
We would be pleased to be given the opportunity to present before the inquiry.
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Pic 1

Ecosystem decline photographed from drone – January 2020.

Pic 2

Trees and shrub dieback as seen from the ground – January 2020.
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Pic 3

Regrowth on trunk of tree – June 2020.

4

