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Dear members of the Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria.
I work for the Hobsons Bay City Council Maternal and Child Health Service. I have lived and
raised my three daughters in Newport, Melbourne having moved here 21 years ago from
WA. I grew up in the unique bush of the Darling Ranges to the east of Perth. A love of the
natural environment and the need to keep a close connection with nature has been with me
since a very young age. I am an active volunteer in the areas of environmental protection
and education.
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One of the saving graces living in the industrial Western Suburbs of Melbourne is our many
wonderful local green spaces that the community have worked hard to reclaim, rehabilitate
and protect for migratory and local birds, wildlife and flora unique to the Western Plains.
Walking distance from my home is Newport Lakes Nature Reserve. This 10 hectare area,
which was once a bluestone quarry and rubbish tip, has been extensively revegetated over
the past 21 years and now is home to over 200 species of plants, and 85 species of birds.
Some of the coastal habitats in Hobsons Bay such as Altona Coastal Park are registered
Ramsar areas. Theses remanent and restored green places and ecosystems have been so
important to my local community during COVID as places to seek refuge and connect with
nature.
My family and I love venturing further afield to spend extended time walking and camping in
wilderness and remote areas and national parks such as the Great Otway National Park,
Yarra Ranges National Park and Murry Sunset NP. Our children have spent many a school
holiday camping in Murramurrang National Park. We couldn’t camp this year because this
magnificent biodiverse forest area was devastated by the 2019/20 catastrophic bushfires.
About 6 years ago I went on a day trip organised by The Wilderness Society to the Central
Highlands, near Warburton about 90 mins from the Melbourne CBD. The trips where
twofold – to enjoy some time amongst the magnificent Mountain Ash forests and to see a
clear fell logging coupe in these forests - a Vic Forestry practice I didn’t realise at the time
was still occurring in Australia.
Walking through these old growth native forests and then coming upon a logging coupe
hidden deep within the forest I was totally shocked by the destruction that lay before me. It
was like a bomb had been dropped. All the tall mountain ash trees and lush, dense
undergrowth was completely gone. There was nothing left. The landscape was bare, apart
from the remaining tree stumps and logs which had been burnt and were still smouldering.
The soil was completely exposed and had eroded from recent rain. The logging had
completely decimated the forest and it was deathly silent.
These forests provide some of the last remaining habitat for the critically endangered
Leadbeater’s Possum and the vulnerable Greater Glider. The Mountain Ash Forest
ecosystems themselves are endangered and on the edge of collapsing. These forest store
carbon, they are in Melbourne’s water catchment and on Melbourne’s doorstep.
I am deeply concerned about the current rate of deforestation and the extinction crisis that
is occuring in Victoria and Australia wide. Vic Forests clear fells 5,000 ha per annum of old
growth native forest in our state. This is equivalent to eight MCG playing areas per day.
Currently, native forest logging is exempt from the EPBC Act.
Australia is the 6th largest country on the planet and our land-mass isolation makes our flora
and fauna unique. We have diverse climates, soils and altitudes across the country. We have
a vast array of beautiful unique ecosystems that Australians and overseas visitors love to
experience and immerse themselves in. Yet, over the passage of time, with the growth of our
population and the expansion of the urban growth boundaries our green spaces have shrunk.
Those that remain are in many cases inadequately protected and managed. We need our
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living ecosystems. I want my children and grandchildren to be able to continue to enjoy the
use of protected places that are refuge for both our native flora and fauna and for humans. I
strongly believe it is a high priority to secure and remediate existing locations of rich
biodiversity including our gorgeous mountain ranges, our life blood river systems and
biodiverse forests. In the aftermath of the massive scale of destruction of the 2019/2020
Australian bushfires carbon sequestering forest plans need to be developed as well as a
long term environmental laws to see that these life support systems are safe and protected.
The catastrophic 2019/2020 summer of bushfires has contributed to the loss of millions of
native animals and over 10 million hectares of bushland and forests have been destroyed
including many of our precious biodiverse National Parks. Australia cannot return to business
as usual after these unprecedented bushfires.
As you undertake this important inquiry into Victoria’s extinction crisis, I urge you to
ensure that:
The devastation inflicted on our wildlife and forests from the 2019 - 2020 bushfires has
made forest protection and a rapid logging transition more urgent. The Victorian state
government’s commitment to a 2030 industry transition must be brought forward. Two
immediate priorities are protection of unburnt Greater Glider habitat, and a continued
moratorium on logging in East Gippsland.
There are opportunities for the state government to protect forests for all Victorians to
enjoy now and into the future. Two community led initiatives are the proposed Great Forest
National Park and Emerald Link conservation economy proposal.
In the face of climate catastrophe, Victoria’s forests play a critical role in removing carbon
pollution from the air we all breathe, nourishing us with clean air and safe, clean drinking
water. The Victorian state government must develop carbon accounting and policies that
include forests.
The state government must urgently implement and properly resource Action Statements
(plans for recovery) for all threatened plants and wildlife. Victoria’s plants and wildlife are at
risk, with over 2000 recognised as threatened with extinction however only 15% have Action
Statements.
The rights and interests of Traditional Custodians should be recognised in all aspects of land
and water management, as well as decision-making in relation to their traditional lands,
including traditional management practices such as cultural fire. First Nations - declining
ecosystems have profound implications for First Nations.
Victoria needs a new, independent, well resourced conservation regulator to police
deforestation and other destructive industries. The EPA is the independent watchdog for
pollution, but currently there is no independent watchdog to ensure industries comply with
environmental laws, with numerous breaches to laws continuing to occur and a long history
of regulators turning a blind eye.
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Community rights must be guaranteed when governments are making environmental
decisions, including the right to participate, the right to access necessary information, the
right to challenge environmental decisions and the right to transparency in government
decision making
Thank you for your consideration of my submission, and I invite any further discussion via
email at:
Sincerely,
Jodie Gregson
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