LC EPC Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria
Submission 840

Dear Environment and Planning Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into Ecosystems decline.
My name is Jessica Osburn and I am a 23 year old from Victoria. I am completing my final
semester of university after which I will become a qualified secondary school humanities
teacher. I live in the city of Glen Eira, which is just a short distance from the beautiful
Bayside area where I love to venture for walks and swims at the beach.
I have found myself increasingly concerned with the state of our natural environment here in
Australia. The more that I have learned about the devastation that is being inflicted upon our
forests, oceans and wildlife, the more distressed I have become.
My personal connection to nature was born of 12 summers at a youth camp nestled amongst
the incredibly bio-diverse forests of the high country in north-eastern Victoria. This forest is
a sacred place for me and some of my closest friends.
We would all feel immediately lighter as we arrived on camp. Breathing in you become
acutely aware of the clean air filling your lungs. We would immediately fling our shoes off to
feel the soft grass beneath our feet. The mornings were spent trampling through the forest,
enjoying the sounds of leaves and sticks crackling beneath us, the mystical bird calls
wafting through the trees, the sudden happening upon a mob of kangaroos or vibrantly
coloured birds and staring up at the sky crowded with looming eucalyptus trees.
The afternoons were spent splashing around in the muddy lagoon, floating around on
blow-up donuts- observing the glittering dragonflies darting around, trying to cross the wire
over the lagoon without falling in and feeling that rush of excitement when we’d spot a
platypus.
In the evenings we would huddle around a campfire and share stories about the day. Then
we’d sing into the night and gaze up at the stars, Clearly visible without the light pollution of
the city. Those summer camps connected me to nature for 12 years.
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This year, camp had to end early. All of the kids had to be evacuated because of the threat of
bushfires. My youth group has been going to this campsite for 15 years and that has never
happened before.
It is impossible to deny that with every passing year we are feeling increasingly extreme
impacts of climate change. It is a very real possibility that this campsite could cease to exist
if fires keep ravaging regional Victoria in the coming years. This is a sacred place to me and
many others. Knowing that other kids may not get to experience its magic breaks my heart.
This place is a summer escape for me but for thousands of Australians, regional areas are
their homes. These areas are also home to animals who don’t live anywhere else in the world.
On top of this devastating blow to our Australian ecosystems, the Victorian Government
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renewed Regional Forest Agreements that permit a further ten years of native forest logging
after their own report revealed that major percentages of native forest has been wiped out by
the recent bushfire season [1].
I would like to see the Victorian state government protect our incredibly unique and diverse
ecosystems because we cannot take back the harm we inflict upon our environment. We
need to elevate the conservation of our ecosystems above short term economic pursuits. We
need to centre the knowledge and practices of the Traditional Custodians of this land who
know how to properly care for this land.
Below are changes that the Victorian government needs to take action on in order to make
this vision for our shared future become a reality:
1.

The rights and interests of Traditional Custodians should be recognised in all aspects
of land and water management, as well as decision-making in relation to their
traditional lands, including traditional management practices such as cultural fire.
First Nations- declining ecosystems have profound implications for First Nations.
2. Victoria needs a new, independent, well resourced conservation regulator to police
deforestation and other destructive industries. The EPA is the independent watchdog
for pollution, but currently there is no independent watchdog to ensure industries
comply with environmental laws, with numerous breaches to laws continuing to
occur and a long history of regulators turning a blind eye.
3. In the face of the climate catastrophe, Victoria’s forests play a critical role in
removing carbon pollution from the air we all breathe, nourishing us with clean air
and safe, clean drinking water. The Victorian state government must develop carbon
accounting and policies that include forests.
4. The state government must urgently implement and properly resource Action
Statements (plans for recovery) for all threatened plants and wildlife. Victoria’s plants
and wildlife are at risk, with over 2000 recognised as threatened with extinction
however only 15% have Action Statements.
Thank you for your consideration of my submission, and I invite any further discussion via
email at jessosburn@gmail.com
I agree to this submission being made public.

Sincerely,
Jessica Osburn
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31st August, 2020
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