LC EPC Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria
Submission 835

Environment and Planning Committee
Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria
31 August 2020
Dear Environment and Planning Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the Ecosystem Decline.
My name is Debbie Bernau, a 53 year old citizen of Australia. I grew up in St.Kilda, moving
overseas when I was 24. Eighteen years later, my husband, children and I returned to
Victoria, taking up residence in the beautiful Bayside suburb of Brighton.
Having grown up in St.Kilda with a very small yard and only being able to play in the streets,
I feel incredibly fortunate that we now live only a short walk from some of Port Phillip Bay’s
pristine beaches. Having been ‘landlocked’ for so many years whilst living in Europe, it was
very important for us to live as close to the beach as we could. My husband and I love
getting out and about and taking daily walks alongside the beach dunes, looking out across
the crystal clear waters of Port Phillip Bay and breathing in the fresh and salty air feels
nothing but invigorating!
Also, we love nothing better than escaping for a weekend to our family’s holiday home at
the base of Mount Buller to a place called Howqua. Without any neighbours in site for
4kms, it offers all the delights for complete nature-lovers like ourselves; a small fisherman’s
shack nestled amongst pure and dense Aussie bush, sitting only 200m away from the
Howqua River. Absolute peace and tranquillity – so many species of birds flying above;
kookaburras sharing a joke in the early hours and also as the sun sets; the kangaroos make
their presence in groups as they feed just metres from our door; and not to mention the
extraordinary sightings of the adorable wombats as they go about their business of deep
burrowing or merely sunning themselves on top of their burrows!
There is nothing better than packing up a few chairs and sitting by the river whilst listening
to its perpetual flow as it meanders into Lake Eildon. All the whilst enjoying the cheerful
company of the native birdlife!
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I am tremendously anxious and scared about the rate at which our climate is warming our
earth; the growing intensity and longevity of our bushfire seasons and the increasing
amounts of pollution being dumped into various natural environments. I want my three
children, and future generations to be able to enjoy nature as much as I do.
The natural world has an amazing ability to calm, heal and inspire – and nobody should be
deprived of this.
Below are changes that the Victorian state government must take action on in order to
make this vision a reality for our shared future:
1. In the face of climate catastrophe, Victoria’s forests play a critical role in removing
carbon pollution from the air we all breathe, nourishing us with clean air and safe,
clean drinking water. The Victorian state government must develop carbon
accounting and policies that include forests.
2. The state government must urgently implement and properly resource Action
Statements (plans for recovery) for all threatened plants and wildlife. Victoria’s
plants and wildlife are at risk, with over 2000 recognised as threatened with
extinction however, only 15% have Action Statements.
3. Victoria needs a new, independent, well-resourced conservation regulator to
police deforestation and other destructive industries. The EPA is the independent
watchdog for pollution, but currently there is no independent watchdog to ensure
industries comply with environmental laws, with numerous breaches to laws
continuing to occur and a long history of regulators turning a blind eye.
4. Community rights must be guaranteed when governments are making
environmental decisions, including the right to participate, the right to access
necessary information, the right to challenge environmental decisions and the right
to transparency in government decision making.
Sincerely
Deborah Bernau
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