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Monday, 31st August 2020
Dear Environment and Planning Committee,
This is a submission to the Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline. My name is Cicily Svikart, I’m 25
years old, and I grew up in Alice Springs in the Northern Territory. For the last few years I’ve
lived in Melbourne, where I’ve studied Acting, English and Film.
At present I live in Blackburn, in a beautiful home with friends - founded on the principles of
permaculture. I’m writing this from my back porch, where the sun is streaming over our food
forest, and birds are singing from all directions. I moved out here to get some space from the
city and connect to the land more during this time, and am incredibly lucky to have been able to
do so.
On Thursday night whilst I was at work, the power went out from our house all the way to
Frankston due to extreme weather. Our housemate Dell - who’s been in this home for over
twenty-five years - said she’d never seen wind that extreme. Coming home that night, I was
shocked to see that a giant gum across the street had snapped in half and fallen onto a group of
trees behind it, stripping the bark from their trunks. My housemate had heard the crack and
seen it fall.
I understand that sometimes trees fall, due to rot and decay and occasional bad weather - but
this gum was healthy. The weather is already clearly worse, and changing in terrifying ways - I
fear that the more severe this weather gets, the more healthy trees will fall, and it won’t only
result in the damage or loss of ecosystems. It will also result in the loss of human life - much like
it did on this night in Victoria.
I am desperate to see policy change implemented by the government, that can facilitate a
mass-change in the way we live, so that I can stop fearing for my future, and resume dreaming
about it once again.
I implore you to read and action:

1. The devastation inflicted on our wildlife and forests from the 2019 - 2020 bushfires has
made forest protection and a rapid logging transition more urgent. The Victorian state
government’s commitment to a 2030 industry transition must be brought forward. Two
immediate priorities are protection of unburnt Greater Glider habitat, and a continued
moratorium on logging in East Gippsland.
2. There are opportunities for the state government to protect forests for all Victorians to
enjoy now and into the future. Two community led initiatives are the proposed Great
Forest National Park and Emerald Link conservation economy proposal.
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3. In the face of climate catastrophe, Victoria’s forests play a critical role in removing
carbon pollution from the air we all breathe, nourishing us with clean air and safe, clean
drinking water. The Victorian state government must develop carbon accounting and
policies that include forests.
4. The state government must urgently implement and properly resource Action Statements
(plans for recovery) for all threatened plants and wildlife. Victoria’s plants and wildlife are
at risk, with over 2000 recognised as threatened with extinction however only 15% have
Action Statements.
5. The rights and interests of Traditional Custodians should be recognised in all aspects of
land and water management, as well as decision-making in relation to their traditional
lands, including traditional management practices such as cultural fire. First Nations declining ecosystems have profound implications for First Nations.
6. Victoria needs a new, independent, well resourced conservation regulator to police
deforestation and other destructive industries. The EPA is the independent watchdog for
pollution, but currently there is no independent watchdog to ensure industries comply
with environmental laws, with numerous breaches to laws continuing to occur and a long
history of regulators turning a blind eye.
7. Community rights must be guaranteed when governments are making environmental
decisions, including the right to participate, the right to access necessary information, the
right to challenge environmental decisions and the right to transparency in government
decision making.

Thank you for taking the time to read this submission. I agree to this submission being made
public.
Sincerely,
Cicily Svikart

2 of 2

