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As a Victorian I am ashamed and saddened by the state of our wildlife and ecosystems. It
seems politicians don’t think there are votes in this. But they are wrong. The recent
devastating bushfires showed how much people (nationally and internationally) value our
magnificent wilderness and wildlife, once they are shocked into realising it might be lost.
With climate change, the fantastic bushland we grew up with may simply not be there for
our kids and grandkids. I will never forget my city-based parents taking us to the magical
Tarra- Bulga National Park when I was a kid.
The Andrews government is at least taking some action on climate change, while Coalition
MPs prevaricate, obfuscate and argue about it. Victoria’s emissions reduction targets have
been delayed but will be critical to our future.
ENVIRONMENTAL TOURISM
Aside from the limitations of COVID-19, we have amazing landscape and wildlife that is
never promoted widely enough. Why do our tourism authorities focus so narrowly on
koalas and penguins (cute as they are)? We have so much more to offer, but it seems the
staff at our tourism authorities (as well as relevant Ministers) are oblivious to the
environmental tourism potential. Have they ever left their offices and really tried to explore
our state? Our forests are world-class and so are our wetlands and our wildlife. We have a
dozen or so internationally-listed Ramsar Wetlands. Bird-watching tourism is growing in
popularity worldwide. Yet governments of both persuasions cave in to loggers and shooters
– see below.
In the wake of COVID-19, Australians will increasingly be looking for holiday options without
leaving our shores. Governments are looking to spend to boost a recovery. It’s time to invest
in developing eco-tourism. Don’t leave it to the locals – they can’t appreciate it from a
visitors’ perspective. (For example, in the Kerang Ramsar Wetland region, there is not one
sign, map or information board about these Ramsar Wetlands or the native waterbirds that
frequent them. There are only signs about hunting.)
LOGGING
Under COVID-19 so many people have to re-think their lives and livelihoods. It’s hard but it
can be done, especially with government help. There are some great employment transition
schemes currently happening in the Latrobe Valley (for ex-workers from coal-fired power
stations) but they get little media attention. Why are loggers a protected species? People
can adjust to new ways of life, but ecosystems, once destroyed, are gone forever.
HUNTING
I am particularly concerned by the long-term decline in our native waterbirds. With
devastating drought and wetland area the lowest on record (Prof Richard Kingsford aerial
survey October 2019), Victoria went ahead with a “restricted” recreational duck shooting
season this year that maims and kills game ducks, and inevitably disturbs and kills protected
species, including rare and threatened species. The Andrews government blindly follows
the advice of the Game Management Authority (GMA), a taxpayer-funded clique of shooters
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that was set up by a shooter, former Minister Peter Walsh. (In 2018, hunting lobby group
Field and Game Australia listed Walsh as one of its members but he has never disclosed this
on the parliamentary Register of Interests.)
Zoos Victoria is valiantly trying to run a captive breeding program to save the threatened
Plains-Wanderer (a very prettily feathered species with role-reversal: Dad raises the kids
while Mum seeks a new partner). However, the GMA blithely sanctions a quail-shooting
season each year, with no way of knowing how many Plains-Wanderers get maimed or shot
in the half-light, as they resemble quail. There is only one species of native quail that can
legally be shot (there are at least four other species) but there is no testing of quail shooters
to see if they can tell one species from another. There are not even any photos of the
various species on the GMA website (assuming some shooters might bother to check). Such
environmental carelessness could only be implemented by a shooter-friendly agency. The
GMA was assessed as such by an independent review in 2017 (the Pegasus Economics
report was commissioned by the GMA itself). It is scandalous that GMA, a conflicted agency,
has power over wildlife that is heading for extinction.
I am also concerned for the Greater Glider – one of the cutest animal ambassadors a state
could have – yet it is on the brink of extinction due to loss of habitat. It desperately needs a
new National Park. But the Andrews government is scared of shooters’ protests. (Shooters
claim they will be “locked out” if another National Park is created. There are already vast
tracts of Victoria where they can roam and kill.)
GENERAL
The Andrews government has done some good things for infrastructure and I admire its
stoicism in trying to rid us of this pandemic. However its environmental record is poor.
Our household supports a number of environmental groups, because we are so concerned
to protect our wilderness for future generations. The following information was provided
by the Victorian National Parks Association and we strongly support it.
Victoria is the most cleared state in Australia and has the highest number of
threatened species by subregion in the country. Biodiversity decline in Victoria is
stark and clear. According to the Victorian State of the Environment 2018 Report,
most biodiversity indicators are poor and trending downwards.
By better protecting areas, addressing threatening processes, and aiming towards
restoration, we can greatly improve the health of our state’s ecosystems, recover
our threatened flora and fauna, and preserve Victoria’s marvellous natural heritage
for generations to come.
Since European settlement there has been a progressive rate of native animal and
plant extinctions with Victoria losing 18 mammal species, 2 birds, 1 snake, 3
freshwater fish, 6 invertebrates and 51 plants. Of the 3,330 known Victorian species,
49 are extinct and 2,097 (63%) are on the Threatened Species Advisory Lists.
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There has been an increasing trend in the number of critically endangered and
vulnerable vertebrate groups, specifically reptiles, and an increase in the number of
endangered vertebrates. Of the known species, those that are threatened include:
22% terrestrial mammals, 19% birds, 30% reptiles and 43% amphibians.
More than a quarter of Victoria’s wetlands have been lost since European
settlement, and the remaining are mostly in poor condition.
Native vegetation continues to be lost at approximately 4,000 habitat hectares per
year.
Some of the key drivers of ecosystem decline in Victoria are:












Habitat fragmentation – caused by centuries of land clearing, but slowly but surely
still happening.
Climate change – this is multiplying impacts of other drivers of decline, such as fire
and water.
Inappropriate fire regimes – especially unseasonal or too frequent fire.
Invasive animals – such as feral deer, pigs, goats, horses, rabbits, cats and foxes.
Invasive plants – such as serrated tussock and willows.
Native forest logging – which fragments forests and damages habitat for forestdependent species.
Unsustainable hunting of native wildlife – like native duck shooting and overfishing.
Altered water regimes – due to dams and over-extraction.
Population growth – especially around metropolitan and large urban centres, lead to
permanent land clearing and fragmentation.
Land-use intensification – including increased grazing pressure or changing from
grazing to cropping or irrigation.
Inadequate public resources for ecosystem management – increased investment is
needed as we are still going backwards.

CONCLUSION
You have a large task ahead of you. Please, for the sake of all living creatures – wildlife and
humans – stare down the loggers, the developers, the hunters, the miners, the farmers, and
all the other vested interests. Time is running out. Think of the devastating fires from last
summer. We need an independent voice to speak for those that have no voice. Once lost,
our precious wildlife, forests and wetlands are gone forever. And the associated lucrative
eco-tourism opportunities are also lost forever. Now is the time to seriously invest in a
greener state and a vibrant environmental tourism industry.
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