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Dear Environment and Planning Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline.
My name is Carli Reeve. I am a 42 year old mother of 2. I have a Bachelor of Science in
Biology/Environmental Science, as well as a Bachelor of Teaching degree in Primary &
Secondary schooling. I have worked as a Ranger and Wildlife Ranger for Parks Vic and Qld
Park & Wildlife in the past. I have also worked as at classroom teacher for a number of years
at The Geelong College Preparatory School in their Year 4 Environment focused program. I
now teach music privately from home and at Port Fairy Consolidated School and enjoy living
on a small farm with my family.
Port Fairy in the Moyne Shire is a lovely place to live; peaceful countryside, beautiful
beaches and a tight-knit community. We love it. Sadly, the amount of environment set aside
for conservation is minimal. The vast majority of the landscape has been completely cleared
for farming since European settlement. If you look at a map of the native vegetation that
remains for wildlife habitat and natural ecosystems, there is very little of it.
Tower Hill is small patch of reserve, however it is all revegetated, not original vegetation,
and duck shooting is still allowed each year. The only other reserve in the district is the
Belfast Coastal Reserve; a thin strip of coastline between Warrnambool and Port Fairy,
important habitat for the threatened Hooded Plover and endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot,
that has had to contend with commercial racehorse training, amongst other degrading
human activity.
Having natural habitat in which to live is one of the most significant ways to provide the
opportunity for wildlife to exist in a natural ecosystem, where the least human effort is
required to ensure species’ survival. Protecting natural environments, before they are
destroyed in the first place, is the easiest way by far to retain natural ecosystems. Building
them back from scratch on de-nuded farmland requires so much effort, time and resources.
And there are some species which may never re-establish.
There are small projects of revegetation in this district, such as the Rail Trail project, and
some private landholders, such as ourselves who have take it upon themselves to try to
improve the natural landscape and habitat available to wildlife. The diversity of birds we
have seen grow on our farm in the 10 years that we have lived here, due to the native tree
plantings we and our neighbours have done, has been obvious and satisfying. But the
process is slow and laborious. It is far better to protect natural ecosystems in the first place,
if possible.
We value and appreciate our natural environment and wildlife and enjoy the opportunity to
be able to visit these special places. There is so much beauty, wonder, solace, joy and
amazing things to be discovered in the natural world. We want it to be around to experience
and enjoy now and for future generations to come.
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