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Introduction
Phillip Island Conservation Society (PICS) was formed in 1968—one of the first grass-roots
conservation societies in the nation—with the mantra “save wildlife today for tomorrow”. A PICS
guiding principle is to recognise that Phillip Island’s unique environment is part of Western Port, a
UNESCO biosphere reserve encompassing a Ramsar wetland of international significance.
Since that time we recognise that our state and our region have come a long way in nature
conservation. Indeed Phillip Island conservationists have helped to create the iconic and world-class
Penguin Parade and PICS has continued to be a voice for the preservation and enhancement of Phillip
Island’s and Western Port’s natural assets. This has occurred at the community level, with government
agencies, and at planning and environment hearings.
Today the Phillip Island and San Remo region is the second-most tourism-dependent economy in
Australia, and much of this economy is reliant on the health of Western Port. The Phillip Island and San
Remo Visitor Economy Strategy 2035 recognises the interdependence of the community, the natural
environment, and the economy.
The key to its delivery is acknowledging that the environment is the economy of Phillip Island. One of
the strategy’s guiding principles is that Phillip Island’s and Western Port’s natural environment must
not only be preserved, but enhanced, through sustainable development and management practices.
PICS acknowledges and pays respect to the region’s first people, the Bunurong and Boon Wurrung,
part of the Kulin Nation, who are the traditional custodians of these lands and waters.
We welcome the opportunity to provide input into the committee and we would be pleased to
present at any forums to further elaborate on our concerns and address the manner in which
improvements can be made.
Terms of Reference
a) the extent of the decline of Victoria’s biodiversity and the likely impact on people, particularly
First Peoples, and ecosystems, if more is not done to address this, including consideration of climate
change impacts;
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Notwithstanding the gains made in conservation only 7% of the original native vegetation remains on
Phillip Island. Biolinks have been depleted and wildlife is unable to move around the island.
By better protecting areas, addressing threatening processes, and aiming towards restoration, we can
greatly improve the health of our regions ecosystems, recover our threatened flora and fauna, and
preserve our natural heritage for generations to come
Areas for improvement:
Inappropriate bushfire areas
Significant vegetation is lost on private property on Phillip Island as a result of the application of the
10/30 rule. This rule applies as Bass Coast is designated as a Local Government Area prone to
bushfires.
Council has unsuccessfully sought to have the municipality excluded from the declared bushfire prone
areas.
We believe Phillip Island should be excluded from the list of bushfire prone areas. This will reduce
unnecessary destruction of vegetation in residential areas where clearing appears often motivated by
seeking to maintain and enhance views.
Incentives to increase native vegetation
In combination with the removal of the bushfire area on Phillip Island we believe landowners should
have increased incentives to increase native vegetation on private land.
Threatened wildlife on our beaches
Hooded Plovers are listed as ‘vulnerable’ both nationally (under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) and in Victoria (under the Advisory List of Threatened Vertebrate
Fauna in Victoria 2013).
The Hooded Plovers struggle to survive as a result of natural predators including magpies and ravens.
Dogs allowed to be unrestrained on beaches are also a key threat. Their Hooded Plover survival is
largely dependent on hundreds of hours being spent by volunteers who attempt to educate dog
owners and monitoring of roped Hooded Plover refuge areas. This has limited effect and is the cause
of ongoing community angst.
Wallabies are sometimes found exhausted and drowned in the sea after being chased by off-leash
dogs.
Current Council regulations allow dogs off leash to run and play unrestrained in certain areas during
specific times of the year. The regulations are largely unenforced by Council and the guidelines
developed by Council are largely a political compromise to appease dog owners who vote in Council
elections.
We believe State legislation is required to prevent unrestrained dogs on beaches in order to protect
wildlife on our beaches. All dogs should be required under State Legislation to be on leash on beaches
at all times.

2 of 4

LC EPC Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria
Submission 707

(b) the adequacy of the legislative framework protecting Victoria’s environment, including
grasslands, forests and the marine and coastal environment, and native species;
Marine and coastal environment

Western Port is largely a declared Ramsar site as a result of its local and international significance.
The Convention encourages the designation of sites containing representative, rare or unique
wetlands, or wetlands that are important for conserving biological diversity – particularly for migratory
birds. The Convention provides a framework for national action and international cooperation for the
conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources.
Areas for improvement:
Ramsar: We believe that the Government should implement the recommendations of the recent
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee parliamentary inquiry into Auditor-General’s Report No.
202: Meeting Obligations to Protect Ramsar Wetlands (2016)
(i) The Government should stop the industrial development of Western Port including the;
 Proposed AGL Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) Import Terminal Facility at Crib Point;
 Proposed hydrogen export facility; and
 Proposed car ferry in Western Port between Crib Point and Cowes on Phillip Island.
(ii) The Government should establish long-term funding for Ramsar site management so that
monitoring programs can be maintained, to protect our international reputation as well as migratory
birds and other species.
(c) the adequacy and effectiveness of government programs and funding protecting and restoring
Victoria’s ecosystems;
Implementation is the key to government programs and policies.
In our region more funding is needed for Landcare and Coastcare. Indeed currently only one part time
co-ordinator is employed for Gippsland Coastcare.
The implementation plans need to be adequately funded for:
Protecting Victoria’s Environment – Biodiversity 2037 is a Victorian plan to stop the decline of our
native plants and animals and improve our natural environment.
(d) legislative, policy, program, governance and funding solutions to facilitate ecosystem and species
protection, restoration and recovery in Victoria, in the context of climate change impacts;
The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act is the centrepiece of Victoria's biodiversity conservation
legislation.
The reforms need to be comprehensively implemented.
We believe the Government should improve compliance and enforcement with our environmental
laws. We support the need for an independent conservation regulator with a clear legislative
foundation and all the legal powers needed to ensure Victoria’s conservation laws are compiled with.
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e) opportunities to restore Victoria’s environment while upholding First Peoples’ connection to
country, and increasing and diversifying employment opportunities in Victoria;
Opportunities to restore the environment whilst upholding First Peoples’ connection to country are
often to be found in communities.
We urge that community rights are guaranteed when Governments are making environmental
decisions. Often token community engagement is undertaken to appear to be consultative. Expertise,
knowledge and understanding of land are not exclusively held by Government officials.
The community should have the right to participate, access to information to inform decisions and the
right to challenge environmental decisions.

Regards

Jeff Nottle
President
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