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Not Violent, Not Silent
Extinction Rebellion Darebin to Biodiversity Inquiry Victoria
Thank you for reading this submission and for the opportunity to have our voices heard in response
to this Biodiversity Enquiry. We represent Extinction Rebellion Darebin, a local group that meets
regularly via Zoom to discuss issues relating to the climate and ecological emergency.
We welcome the opportunity to speak to this with you when hearings are conducted.
We are teachers, tradespeople, musicians, health professionals, students, health workers.
Collectively, we are committed to taking whatever action is necessary to ensure that this climate
crisis is addressed and the future of our planet, our own and our fellow species is protected and
preserved.
Nothing less is acceptable to us.
Extinction Rebellion is a decentralised, international and politically non-partisan movement using
non-violent direct action and civil disobedience to persuade governments to act on the current
Climate and Ecological Emergency. Our movement grew rapidly to now include 650 groups across 45
countries, united in our commitment to pursuing the action necessary to avoid climate system
tipping points, further biodiversity loss and the risk of social and ecological collapse.

This submission aligns with Extinction Rebellion's 3 demands, specifically
1. TELL THE TRUTH
Government must tell the truth by declaring a climate and ecological emergency, working with other
institutions to communicate the urgency for change.
2. ACT NOW
Government must act now to halt biodiversity loss and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net zero
by 2025.
3. BEYOND POLITICS
Government must create and be led by the decisions of Citizens’ Assemblies on climate and
ecological justice.
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To address the terms of reference:

a) Victoria’s Biodiversity
TELL THE TRUTH – State Government must tell the truth by declaring a climate and ecological
emergency, leading other institutions to communicate the urgency for change.
We are in a climate emergency. The science is clear. The Inter-governmental Panel on Climate
Change IPCC indicated the environmental and economic devastation of continued use of fossil fuels.
All levels of government also recognise the risk that climate change poses, reflected in statements
and ‘commitments’ to emissions reduction.
● Federal - Australia has committed to reducing CO2 emissions in line with the Paris Climate accord.
This commitment needs Australia to reduce its emissions by between 3% and 7% each year to 2030,
to achieve the Paris goals of Global Warming not exceeding a 2 degrees increase.
● State -The state of Victoria legislated the ‘Climate Change Act’ in 2017 to set out a clear policy
framework and a pathway to 2050 that is consistent with the Paris Agreement to keep global
temperature rise well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.
● Local - The municipality of Darebin publicly declared a climate emergency and released a plan for
emissions reduction this year in response to this declaration.

The United Nations state that the climate emergency threatens biodiversity. Urgent and immediate
State government action is needed to control carbon pollution by measuring it; banning fracking and
gas exploration; halting de-forestation and taking responsibility for the just transition to climate-safe
electricity. Road maps for renewable stationary energy, a million jobs and industry transition have
been published by Beyond Zero Emissions, and delineate opportunities for State government
leadership.
Yet, Victoria leads the world in mammallian species extinction. The ecological Continental level
collapse is on, and each week reports arrive of another species heading for extinction. Victoria’s
biodiversity indicators and trends are not being tracked with good quality data, because past State
governments have removed the ecology work force to measure, and the conservation workforce
that could protect species.

(b) Adequacy of the legislative framework protecting Victoria’s environment
Victoria has the Office of the Environmental Regulator , which is shown incapable of compelling the
State-owned logging operator VicForests to obey the law. Recent court cases were brought by
citizen science groups, but such activists will not be capable of generating enough Federal Court
decisions to force the required environmental protection. We call on the State government to
immediately place a moratorium on logging State forests in the interest of protecting biodiversity.
Victoria also has the Environmental Protection Agency, which is legally empowered to act against
polluters of land and air. In the context of climate emergency, State government must support the
EPA in actions to halt accelerating carbon pollution.
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(c) Adequacy and effectiveness of government programs and funding
protecting and restoring Victoria’s ecosystems
Past Victorian Governments have stood by as more and more species are added to the extinction
and threatened lists. Genuine large-scale work to address the climate emergency will be necessary
to achieve protection and restoration of Victoria’s ecosystems. The State of Victoria is an important
land manager in itself and must show leadership and control on privately owned land as well.

(d) Legislative, policy, program, governance and funding solutions
Victoria must immediately protect threatened ecosystems by de-funding VicForests, resuming the
ban on fracking and denying gas exploration licenses. There is massive scope for re-forestation in
public lands and timber cropping on private land, which could address biodiversity loss through
habitat restoration. Further benefits may include drawing down carbon dioxide to mitigate global
heating, and ensuring water supplies into the future.

(e) Restore Victoria’s environment while upholding First Peoples’ connection to
country, and increasing and diversifying employment opportunities in Victoria
Aboriginal people and groups must be consulted about restoring their lands. Extinction Rebellion
Darebin would urge State Government to work with Aboriginal communities and organisations on
their priorities. Access to land was an identified priority by Kaiela Institute’s Empowered
Communities on Yorta Yorta lands, and Paul Briggs can speak to this. Evidence from strengths-based
Aboriginal land programs at Echuca and Lara can be gathered from community-controlled
organisations via Kevin Williams of Njernda Aboriginal Corporationand Reg Solomon of Wathaurong
Aboriginal Co-operative. These positive examples could be explored when planning according to
local priorities, and for our Darebin context the authority is Wurundjeri Tribe Aboriginal Council.
Funds must be diverted from imprisonment projects such as the Youth Gaol being built by State
government at Cherry Creek to expanding the highly successful Neighborhood Justice Centre, which
is in Collingwood. Again, Extinction Rebellion Darebin does not presume to know what work and
direction Aboriginal people or communities should take, and urges Government to consult directly.
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