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Dja Dja Wurrung also acknowledge the Recognition and Settlement Agreement which has been
designed as an enabling positive contract that looks to challenge us, enable us, so the State will
innovate and deliver novel positive outcomes in building and establishing an equal and respectful
partnership with Dja Dja Wurrung. Our future together is as one with all of our children identity,
Victoria’s identity built upon truth of our history as we plan for a better future.

Context

The House has requested the Environment and Planning Committee inquire into, consider
and report on the decline of Victoria’s ecosystems and measures to restore habitats and populations
of threatened and endangered species, Dja Dja Wurrung believes that whilst this remit and direction
is a worthy one, for us to truly respond in a manner which will address the need to provide a level of
commentary on the task that enables the committee to provide others a fully informed position.

We request that the committee consider our rephrasing of the direction of the House so that we
can provide a response that informs and may begin to enable the people of Victoria on
understanding how to live on Djandak in ways that heals and returns our Murrup (spirits) including
Bunjil’s creations to Djandak.

Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation requests that the Environment and Planning
Committee inquire into, consider and report on the continuing decline and in many cases extinction
of Bunjil’s creations including Wi (fire), Gatjin (water) and djandak (Country), the knowledge, places
and Murrup (spirits) connected to these and Djaara (people) who are intrinsically connected to these.

How to read

Secondly and perhaps most importantly we would request that the committee walk with us on
Country to better understand the issues and impacts on djandak (Dja Dja Wurrung Country) and the
institutional structures, approaches and actions that can be undertaken to address these. We would
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encourage this of the committee and inform the committee that our response will look to address
the question which we have rephrased above to ensure we are able to give it the consideration it
deserves. At the least we ask that this submission is read outside under the sky and air that
connects us all.

Obligation

As one of the initial groups to go through settlement DDW has an obligation to ensure that others
are not left behind, we must in this response ensure that all Traditional Owners their rights and
aspirations and their right to practice self determination is also respected. We not only request that
this is a leading outcome of this enquiry but we demand and rightfully so that through our
agreements with the State its ensured that together we meet our collective obligations to ensure we
are meeting the intent of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Ecosystem decline has been occurring since colonisation, dispossession and invasion of our land. We
managed djandak sustainably for millennia through following our Lore and ensuring we met our
Obligations to care for djandak. Through taking this approach we not only enabled species to live
through massive changes in climate, volcanic eruptions and massive shifts in ecosystems all whilst
nurturing a productive and prosperous environment. One way to help understand this at a
rudimentary level is to think about how we describe our place on djandak and how we look to our
place in it.

In trying understand Bunjil’s Creations of djandak Western approaches ask the question, why did Dja
Dja Wurrung use djandak in this way? This is why, questions like "what is the threat causing of
ecosystem decline" are so normalised and why wanting to find out is the natural unquestioning
response of the approach of agencies. Its only when we examine another culture do we realise that
these approaches to questions are culturally based. In Dja Dja Wurrung Lore, djandak and all of
Bunjil’s creations are a given, they are real as a species and also connect us as storys and songs, they
are spoken of as our kin. Djaara’s response to accepting djandak and all of Bunjil’s creations is to live
with them in the best way, a simplistic and therefore brilliant approach. The contrast may be
encapsulated as follows:
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(Djaara) These are Bunjil’s creations: Therefore, let us live with them in the best possible way. Key
outcome - harmony.
(Western Science) What are Bunjil’s creations? Therefore, let us keep finding out more and more.
Key outcome - experiment.

The first approach provides a moral response. The second provides an empirical response.

We request that the committee firstly address the moral impacts of the continuing decline and in
many cases extinction of Bunjil’s creations including Wi (fire), Gatjin (water) and djandak
(Country), the knowledge, places and Murrup (spirits) connected to these and Djaara (people) who
are intrinsically connected to these.

Far to often western society looks for the detail and understand everything before moving forward
to ensure we are the controller as a master. Djarra look to Bunjil’s creations as friend and family of
and rather than seeing ourselves as the ultimate we are humbly a piece of the puzzle. The Dja Dja
Wurrung world view is to see ourselves as part of Country, we are embedded in Country, we are
Country just as our Ancestors and Murrups (spirits) are also part of Country. Our Ancestors and
Murrups including plants and animals, from the smallest to the largest, Soil, gatijin (water) and wi
(fire), are all a part of our living landscape. They hold our knowledge they hold our Lore. Whilst
some of these remain others have been lost or removed from Country. Our living landscape has
been damaged, disrespected and in many cases violently colonised and so we are traumatised. Our
landscapes and our spirits through them continue to be damaged, disrespected and impacted by the
structures and approaches that we continue to impose on Country.

This is the ongoing impact of ecosystem decline to Dja Dja Wurrung, we will not be well again until
Country is healed.

Our spirits and living landscape needs healing,
Our spirits, those of plants, animals, fire, water and soil must return to Country,
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Our people must return to Country,
To return our People without their spirit is unthinkable, how can we ask people to return without
their spirit?

We ask the Committee to acknowledge and respect our moral and spiritual connection and
obligation to Country

Response to Enquiry

We will look to address the points of the enquiry in a systematic approach and then provide a
commentary within which we will attempt to positively challenge the committee to look not only
within the current system for a solution but to reimagine the system through our eyes and hearts to
establish a system which may be able to result in a reversal of ecosystem decline in the State of
Victoria.

(a) the extent of the decline of Victoria’s biodiversity and the likely impact on people,
particularly First Peoples, and ecosystems, if more is not done to address this,
including consideration of climate change impacts;

Since Invasion and Colonisation there have been major impacts including the persecution, hunting
and extinction of many of Bunjil’s creations and perhaps more disturbingly there has also being the
colonisation, dispersement and disempowerment of their Murrup (spirits). Murrup and knowledge
of many of and within these species including Gal Gal (Dingo) are essential to manage and maintain
the health (and therefor ecosystems) of djadnak. Through work that Dja Dja Wurrung are
undertaking with DELWP to improve the understanding of the State of the importance of Our spirits
in maintaining functional landscapes we currently have a vision for Gal Gal, Yung (Quoll) and
Barramal (Emu) to be more present in landscape. These key species as examples have suffered to
the level of being completely removed from Country. On djandak they have purpose and are
needed as the meso predator Yung (the Quoll), the apex predator Gal Gal (Dingo), a major seed
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disperser Barramul (Emu), and ecosystem engineer Lawan (Mallee Fowl) and a soil engineer Gooye
(Paddy Mellon). The loss of these species and the associated degradation of Country are carried by
Djaara to this day and the continued degradation and ongoing decline continue to impact and affect
Djaara.

We must reverse the ongoing loss and degradation of Bunjil’s creations and return Our Murrup to
djandak.

These creations of Bunjil, their Murrup and Djaara have lived through massive shifts in climate
through millennia and successfully endured the recent ice age. This has been enabled through
listening to Our Country and understanding our place on Country as a part of Country and respecting
the knowledge and Murrup of all of Bunjil’s creations. If important species such as Gal Gal, Yung,
Barramul, Lawana and Gooye aren’t present in Country and present where they should be then how
are we to enable positive changes as a result of climate change and enable the transitions that will
continue to occur. Since colonisation and dispossession Our Country has been mixed up, land has
been turned upside down, order and place of plants and animals has shifted, and new plants and
animals have been brought in. This is directly a result of the governance and the process through
which successive governments have failed to listen to Country and see their place in it. We need to
return a balance to our Country, not just in the ecosystems but in the governance of these
ecosystems.

We must reframe Our and the States place on Country to place Djaara and Murrup in Country,
Listening to Country, Hearing Country, Watching Country and Learning from Country so we can
properly Care for Country and speak to Country.

(b) the adequacy of the legislative framework protecting Victoria’s environment,
including grasslands, forests and the marine and coastal environment, and native
species;
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Given that the legislative framework intended to protect Victoria’s environment is failing and
doesn’t consider the connection of species in the environment, their connection to place and their
use and availability to Traditional Owners it is argued that the adequacy of the legislative framework
is poor if not inadequate to protect and enable a living culture that is embedded in the living Murrup
of djandak to grow.

Let's fix this together.

It is requested that direction is given to reform the legislative framework such that Traditional
Owners don’t have just the right to access and interact with natural resources on Country but that
they have the right to have access to a quantum of these resources required to maintain a living
cultural. With this policy reform it would be essential to establish parallel programs that look to
quantify what this quantum is and establish pathways to address and reverse this policy and
program gap. Our Lore and practices require to take only what is needed, but with healthy
ecosystems djandak actually gives to us.

(c) the adequacy and effectiveness of government programs and funding protecting
and restoring Victoria’s ecosystems;

There are mature and well-developed programs and funding approaches which look to protect and
restore Victoria’s ecosystems through the application of empirical approaches to weigh up the best
outcome and the highest return on investment. Whilst this approach is worthy and considerable the
question needs to be asked of how these programs fit in the broader understanding of djandak
(Country) and how they are able to ensure that Traditional Owners are not only informed of the
programs but actively included and empowered in these programs. In programs that are focused on
the species or system in isolation of its connection or place in djandak there is a lack of meaning.
This results in an ability to rationalise loss or lack of investment in a lower priority ecosystem or
species. This lack of investment is able to be achieved because of a lack of consideration of each
species and systems place and value to the health of djandak. As a result, considerable investment
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goes into areas of high empirical value to biodiversity whilst rationalising away the need, desire and
opportunity for species to move between and across landscapes freely and without hinderance.
These flawed approaches re-enforce the fragmentation across landscape. So again, rather than
asking why we should invest in a species, ecosystem or location we should be asking how we
resource and invest in programs that adequately support species and ecosystems on djandak to heal
and remain healthy, both spiritually and physically. As long as investment in ecosystems is driven by
empirical evidence and decision making there will continue to be decline in ecosystems and species.

We suggest that a more appropriate investment model is based on
•

initially resourcing Traditional Owners to return to their landscapes;

•

ensuring that every block of public land has at least one Traditional Owner (may talk for
multiple areas) adequately resourced to talk to and for that place; and

•

that investment levels are based on need of the spirits of Country rather than a predefined
investment pool.

(d) legislative, policy, program, governance and funding solutions to facilitate ecosystem and species
protection, restoration and recovery in Victoria, in the context of climate change impacts;

Designing, developing and delivering adaptive legislation and policy that can evolve over time is a
task that we would suggest has yet to be achieved although it is a worthy aspiration.

It is certain that species will move, some will not survive, some will increase dramatically and what
we see and understand today will be very different to what we see and understand in 20 years, 50
years as our Ancestors once did, we will garden our Environment. We are at a cross roads and we
have an opportunity to work with djandak (Country) through this change and create a future for
djandak and get on with it or we can try to stop change, wait till we have enough empirical
information and continuing to try and stop the bad things whilst we watch change happen.
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To enable us to speak for our djandak (Country) we need to be empowered to guide and support
change whilst listening to djandak. This needs to be achieved by empowering Cultural governance to
oversee and guide decision making, informed and supported by empirical approaches but ultimately
driven by and accountable to those whose knowledge systems and cultural context has guided and
supported change over millennia. As a minimum Djaara need to be able to speak for djandak and
have a strong voice at the decision-making table. For too long we have been seen as a group that
needs to be informed of decisions and at a stretch engaged in the decision making process but rarely
are we handed accountability to make the decision or be accountable for the decision. We will
implement a proactive approach to decision making moving to heal djandak, actively learning by
doing through listening to, hearing, watching and learning from djandak.

To create a framework to allow djandak to Bunjil’s creations to heal, in the context of climate
change we need to be empowered to be accountable for decisions through either a relaxing of
permitting and approvals or through delegation of accountability to Djaara to manage, move and
support change in ecosystems will enable change at an appropriate time scale.

(e) opportunities to restore Victoria’s environment while upholding First Peoples’
connection to country, and increasing and diversifying employment opportunities in
Victoria; and
The opportunities to restore Victoria’s environment are wide and diverse. There has been major
disruption to the environment, ecosystems and cultural landscapes of Victoria as a result of
colonisation. Restoring of these must sit within a program of healing these landscapes otherwise
they will never truly be restored, never to be well again. By Healing landscapes, we will restore
them but to restore them without healing they will remain damaged like a wound left untreated. By
empowering Dja Dja Wurrung to be accountable for healing these systems we explicitly allow an
understanding of how we actively work to allow the environment to change rather than trying to
stop change we embrace and work with it?
(f) any other related matters.
Djarra have inhabited Central Victoria for thousands of millennia. Djaara spiritual beliefs described
as ‘Dreaming’ tell of the birth of Djandak and subsequently the people’s, plants and animals.
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Despite modern sciences’ attempt to establish an ever-increasing date of occupation the Djaara
belief is that we have always been here. At the time of British invasion 1788, the continent now
called Australia was cared for by hundreds of nations of Traditional Owners as First Nations people’s.
Through the use understanding that all things have a Murrup, Djaara connect to places, geological
events, natural events, plants and animals by defining each one to be totem. These totems were to
be revered and provided a spiritual connection between all real-world things and in particular
connected individuals, their families and social structures to be practically applied as having the
responsibilities as guardians of their world. These systems of connecting people to each other and
their world is also described as a moieties system and can tell the story of how Djandak was created.
There are stories across Australia from Tasmania to the Torres Strait across deserts and dense
rainforest, woodlands and savanna plains to grasslands across all Countries that tell the stories of
creation and how one must behave and true to the Lore. Today Djaara are working to maintain
cultural birthrights, cultural practices despite the structural disadvantages created from the effects
of the invasion and ongoing occupation of Djandak.
“Djaara connection to Djandak extends through lore, kinship, ancestors, song, dance, symbols and
birthright among other things. The Murrup (Spirit) connections Djaara have to certain lands and
waters on country to animals to all the biodiversity that is in our landscape. We think of Bap 1
Djandak as a living breathing being and that if you take one thing out of the environment it can
alter the balance of biodiversity around you and that we have a have connection to all things on
our Djandak be it the smallest insect playing its part in the ecosystem to even breaking up a tree
that has fallen. It could be as big as a human being playing our role in the environment to make
sure that the balance is right in a fractured ecosystem so that we live more sustainably into to the
future. To ensuring our future generations can have a better base line to start to what we have
today.”
We must

1

•

Actively practice our customs and traditions and teach our ways of being to land managers.

•

Reclaiming, reviving and rejuvenating our language and cultural practices.

•

Re-affirm and protect our traditional knowledge, to guide cultural practices and the way
Djandak is managed now and into the future.

•

Build an economic base through healing djandak

Bap meaning Mother, Bap Djandak meaning Mother Earth
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•

Re-stocking the Djaara supermarket by having more food and fibre in the landscape.

“Djaara culture is the foundation of our community’s spiritual, social and emotional wellbeing and
we need to protect it, pass it on and help others to understand and respect our ways.
Future generations of Dja Dja Wurrung will grow-up to be observing their Elders healing Djandak.
They will be trusted to know the special reasons why we heal djandak and how it brings health to
the land and people. Their children and grandchildren will see culturally valuable plants and animals
return to Djandak and know their stories.”

It is with this authority Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation requests that the
Environment and Planning Committee inquire into, consider and report on the continuing decline
and in many cases extinction of Bunjil’s creations including Wi (fire), Gatjin (water) and djandak
(Country), the knowledge, places and Murrup (spirits) connected to these and Djaara (people) who
are intrinsically connected to these.

We request that the response of the committee.

ADDRESS: the moral impacts of the continuing decline and in many cases extinction of Bunjil’s
creations including Wi (fire), Gatjin (water) and djandak (Country), the knowledge, places and
Murrup (spirits) connected to these and Djaara (people) who are intrinsically connected to these.

ACKNOWLEDGE: This is the ongoing impact of ecosystem decline to Dja Dja Wurrung, we will not
be well again until Country is healed.

ACKNOWLEDGE: Our moral and spiritual connection and obligation to Country

ACTION: reverse the ongoing loss and degradation of Bunjil’s creations and return Our Murrup to
djandak.
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REFORM: Our and the States place on Country to place Djaara and Murrup in Country, Listening to
Country, Hearing Country, Watching Country and Learning from Country so we can properly Care
for Country and speak to Country.

APPROACH: Let's fix this together.

REFORM: The legislative framework such that Traditional Owners don’t have just the right to
access and interact with natural resources on Country but that they have the right to have access
to a quantum of these resources required to maintain a living cultural.

REFORM: Establish parallel programs that look to quantify what this quantum is and establish
pathways to address and reverse this policy and program gap. Our Lore and practices require to
take only what is needed, but with healthy ecosystems djandak actually gives to us.

FRAMEWORK:
•

initially resourcing Traditional Owners to return to their landscapes;

•

ensuring that every block of public land has at least one Traditional Owner (may talk for
multiple areas) adequately resourced to talk to and for that place; and

•

that investment levels are based on need of the spirits of Country rather than a predefined
investment pool.

FRAMEWORK: Allow Bunjil’s creations to heal, by empowering Dja Dja Wurrung to be accountable
for decisions through either a relaxing of permitting and approvals or through delegation of
accountability to Djaara to manage, move and support change in ecosystems will enable change
at an appropriate time scale.
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Finally we would like to reiterate the commitment of the State to self-determination of Traditional
Owners through the statement “Nothing for us without us”. We believe we have presented a
position throughout the response of how we wish for the Environment and Planning Committee to
walk with us to heal Bunjil’s creations and djandak and ensure that the intent of “Nothing for us
without us” can be achieved.
We look forward to yarning with the Committee and humbly invite the Committee to meet on
djandak to fully discuss and understand our response.

Regards,

Rodney Carter
Chief Executive Officer
Dja Dja Wurrung Group
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