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Victoria’s Untapped Potential
Australia is one of 17 megadiverse countries - the only developed country on the list - that
together are home to two thirds of terrestrial biodiversity on less than 10% of the earth’s land.
In Australia we are blessed with stunning landscapes, a rich array of wildlife found nowhere else
on earth and the oldest culture on the planet. No other country has such wealth of natural
assets.
We have a unique opportunity.
Tourism contributes more to the Australian economy than agriculture (agriculture, forestry and
fishing) and nature-based tourism is growing faster than all other forms of tourism combined.

“Australia’s natural environment and wildlife” is consistently cited by international visitors
as their most memorable experience (Tourism Research Australia / Griffith Institute for
Tourism 2014)
The success of Kakadu is well known.
In the Northern Territory, the Kangaroo Sanctuary is rated Number One on the list of
“Things to Do” by Trip Advisor.
Here in Victoria, Phillip Island Nature Parks contributes $500 million a year and 2100 jobs to
Victoria’s economy.
Winton Wetlands where they shoot birds with cameras, welcomes 66,000 visitors a year. In
Warrnambool, 50,000 tourists flock to see the whales each year and in Anglesea bus-loads
of tourists pay to see kangaroos lounging on the golf course.

Tourists are not coming to see our roads and suburban developments.
Our unique and valuable tourism attractions are our stunning landscapes, parks and wildlife.
They must be protected as priority.
If any state needs the rural jobs and growth which our nature assets afford us it’s Victoria.
Even before the Covid crisis, Census depicted eight out of ten most disadvantaged areas in
the state were rural and Australian Taxation Office showed five of the ten poorest
postcodes in the country were in rural Victoria.
Unfortunately we are killing off the very assets that could be our life-line. Victoria is one of
the worst offending states, infamous for obscene amounts of logging, poor development
planning and the use of indiscriminate poisons and recreational hunting which are banned
elsewhere.
Victoria is the most cleared state in Australia. (66%of our land cleared of native habitat).
Over 700 native plants and animals are under threat with 120 animals on the brink of
extinction. 70 threatened species have homes in our remaining forests which are still being
logged.
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A single fire season has wiped out 1.4 million hectares of habitat in our state and destroyed
over 50% of habitat for rare and threatened species of plants, animals and other creatures.
The Threatened Species Commissioner recently told the royal commission that the 19/20
bushfires were an “ecological disaster” for wildlife, putting previously “secure” populations
at risk.
Plants and animals that weren’t incinerated in recent fires, survived only to die of
exhaustion, starvation or predation. Fragmented remaining habitat means it will be harder
for species for recover.
“Climate Change is already having a serious effect on Victoria’s environment, a landmark
state government report leaked to The Age has warned, generating more extreme
weather, less rainfall and snow cover, warmer sea surface temperatures, rising sea levels
and the threat of greater bushfires”. The Age March 2019
The Bureau of Meteorology has said that our country is heating more rapidly than the global
average. The hot and dry conditions behind the summer bushfires would be eight times
more likely if global heating reaches 2’c. Worse, the bureau says we are headed for a 4’c rise
in the next 80 years.
The toll on our communities and wildlife will be catastrophic.
But even before the fires it was a sorry state.
Loss of insects critical to pollination and the food chain is highly visible. No studies have
been done here (many would say of course), but fewer insects are hitting the windscreen
than ever. In Germany, three quarters of flying insects were lost mainly due to “modern”
agricultural practices (pesticides and herbicides) between 1989 and 2016.
Our birds – also critical pollinators and insect controllers - are disappearing at an alarming
rate. Climate change, pesticide, herbicide use, loss of habitat, free roaming cats and hunting
are having dire effects. Chemical insect control is expensive and only breeds chemical
resistant insects, whereas birds can eat millions of insects and everyone’s happy.
(https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00114-018-1571-z
Lead is poisoning our birds of prey, indiscriminate poisons are cruelly killing non-target
animals and recreational hunting which has been proven to be ineffective pest control (NSW
Invasive Species Council) is doing little else in our public forests and waterways but
deterring much needed tourists.
Plastics are choking our wildlife on land and in water, hair ties are strangling them, heat
waves are wiping them out in a matter of days ( https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-01-29/flying-foxesdie-from-heat-stress-eastern-victoria/10756426) and fire seasons which wipe out billions in a single
season are predicted to become worse and more frequent. Loss of habitat is driving them
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nearer to humans and roads and poorly planned development is trapping them. They’re
running out of places to go.
Seven species of our beloved iconic macropods were already extinct in Victoria with several
more on the brink even before the fires.
It is extremely concerning to see governments apparently quick to eliminate the rest with
what appears very little understanding of any real facts or data.
In 2015, over 70 scientists, ecologists, academics and public figures signed a letter to the
Californian govt to keep the ban on kangaroo products in place. “We believe scientific
evidence clearly demonstrates that the slaughter of kangaroos – the largest commercial
killing of land based wildlife in the world – is putting at high risk both kangaroo populations
and people’s health and causes profound suffering to the kangaroos – particularly
dependent young”. (Ray Mjadwesch, Kangaroosatrisk.net)
It cited several key facts:
•
•
•
•
•

Kangaroos have lost over 85% of their open woodland habitat
Kangaroos breed slowly, with a high juvenile mortality, one doe can produce a
maximum of 8 joeys over her lifetime of which only 2 will survive.
Kangaroo’s maximum population growth rate is less than 10%. During drought it can
decline 60%.
It is biologically impossible for populations to “explode”.
Each year hundreds of thousands of joeys are killed; pouch joeys bludgeoned or
decapitated, at foot joeys (up to 18mo) left to starve and die of exposure. They are
not counted in the “kill” numbers.

Importantly:
•
•
•

in 10 years between 2009-2018, 32,000 ATCWs for 1.5 million kangaroos (includes
49,000 reds, more than 8 x their population estimate in 2000)
between 2016 – 18, 2.3 x more animals were allowed to be killed than in 2009-11
between 2015-18, twice the number of animals were allowed to be killed than by
the Liberal National government in the previous 4 years

The first ever Victorian government of kangaroos in 2017 estimated just 1.4 million - widely
believed to be overinflated– (compared to 150 million non-native animals who are far worse
on the land and environment.)
A second count in 2018 came in with fewer kangaroos but ATCWs continued to be given out
by the Victorian government with increasing frequency and the Pet Food Trial continued.
A recent FOI showed just under 1000 Eastern Grey Kangaroos were authorized to be killed
in just one shire in just six months, largely via desk top analysis.
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No counts of kangaroos have been done since the fires but government’s apparent desire to
kill them continues.
In putting a few ideas forward to government departments such as water for wildlife in
forests to keep them from roads and farms, the automatic rejection we received was more
than disappointing. We were told we “can’t interfere with nature”. Oh but we humans have
destroyed their habitats and this is the reason our wildlife are struggling. We were told the
department is focusing on removal of “pests” and “over-abundant” wildlife…where’s the
evidence? It appears there are government departments not going to be content until there
is no wildlife left.
This was exemplified in the Herald Sun recently.
“Efforts to save the animals and relocate were revealed to the HS last month have fallen on
deaf ears at DELWP who say shooting is the only answer” (Herald Sun Aug 2020)
“Indigenous elder “concerned at the government’s attitude and lack of real knowledge by
DELWP”
It seems to us that apathy or industry is driving policy. It’s not good enough and isn’t
working.
We need a government not only more evidence based, but willing to embrace a new
positive way forward.
Many Victorians, particularly regional, have a deep love and connection to our natural
environment. It is often the very reason we choose to live in regional Victoria.
To witness it being degraded, undervalued and mismanaged by elected governments is
more than heartbreaking. It is utterly depressing and terrifying.
But it doesn’t have to be this way.
There is an alternate industry that solves for everything, that of wildlife protection.
Robert Watson – Environmental scientist and former chair of the Intergovernmental Science
Policy Platform - says “protecting biodiversity is more than an environmental issue. It’s a
development and economic issue. ..”Now is the time to be investing in nature capital”.
The New Economy
Let’s talk about roads and the wildlife protections that should be a part of them like they are
elsewhere in the world.
It’s a well-known fact roads kill biodiversity in more ways than direct collision. They limit
natural wildlife movement, fragmenting habitats, limiting access to resources and the gene
pool.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWOM6PGZ27U
In the EU, wildlife overpasses are mandated to be each 2-5 klms in relevant areas. In France
there are, 250. In the Netherlands, 85. In Australia – where we have such amazing wildlife
to protect – we have only seven. None in Victoria.
“Warning systems” (flashing lights) currently being trialed are only effective in the short
term. Animals get used to them, like birds do at airports.
The most effective systems are a combination of overpass, underpass, rope bridges and
fencing to guide the animals to use them
Recent studies in the US found that that collisions were reduced by 85-95% by installation
of crossings and fencing that guide animals under or over a road. (Rob Arment, Road
Ecology Program Manager at Montana State University).
Benefits included a dramatic reduction in number of human deaths and injury, economic
losses and an improvement in biodiversity systems providing safe corridors for wildlife
movement.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjCJvn__N5c)

Now this is a new construction industry worth focus.
And there are many other sources of employment in caring for our wildlife, which could
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Provision of water in forests, keeping wildlife from roads and farms where they may
not be wanted.
Covering all storm drains with rubbish grates – particularly in the CBD where it is
believed storm water flows straight out to sea.
Treating all outdoor waste water -such as that used which chemicals to clean our
pavers - which again is believed to flow into our seas.
Encouraging hemp / bamboo industries.
Planting native grasses, shrubs and trees and removing weeds and phalarus.
Reusable product packaging – everything from coffee pods and spice jars to
shampoo bottles.
Bird friendly glass solutions– while no studies have been done in Australia, at least 1
billion birds a year are killed in window collisions in the US. Bird friendly glass
reduced this by 90%.
Development of new industries such as “clean meat” which will help to feed millions
more people in future, “vertical gardens” and “roof top gardens” on homes and
apartment buildings for localized fruit and vegetable growing.
“Green infrastructure” - a term for nature based structures capturing stormwater
underground and in wetlands, is gaining popularity as a solution to worsening
droughts and floods.
Water bores to be placed in state and national parks connected to remotely
operated sprinkler systems. (This measure will also assist with water provision for
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•
•
•

wildlife and help to keep wildlife away from roads or farms where it may not be
welcome. It may also help to cool heat stressed wildlife like the thousands of flying
foxes that died in a matter of days in one Victorian park in December 2019.)
More firefighters to allow prompt large scale responses at the first signs of fire.
Removal of top wires of fencing, replaced if necessary with elastic to prevent cruel
“fence hanger” animal deaths.
Personally identifiable fishing line to reduce that carelessly discarded which strangles
our marine life.

Councils should also play their part in planning requirements.
A survey of 12,000 people across twelve countries by IPSOS in 2019 found most supported
the concept of “nature has half”.
A comprehensive study led by Anthony Waldron of Oxford University and 100 other experts
published July 2020, shows the value of protecting 30% of the earth by 2030 socially and
economically. “The financial and economic benefits of protecting 30 percent of the planet
exceed its costs by a factor of 5 to 1. “
Costa Rica for example, has doubled the size of its forest cover and at the same time tripled
its economic growth in 30 years.
•
•
•

Council / planning approvals to ensure “nature has half”.
Laws to contain cats.
Landowners to be incentivized to maintain tree cover / natural habitat and to
minimize clearing.

“The New Nature Economy Report” by the World Economic Forum and PWC found 163
industries and their supply chain were dependent on nature and its services. Over half the
world’s GDP (44 trillion) was moderately or highly dependent on nature.
According to a UK National Oceanographic Centre Study reported July 2018, the world will
have to pay $14 trillion a year by 2100 for ruining nature, $27 trillion if the maximum 2’
decgree temperature rise target is missed.
But let’s come back to Victoria.
Many regional communities already rely on tourism to survive. It is regional communities more
than anyone, who will feel the impacts when our natural assets are no longer.

If we can change the laws in order to protect our precious wildlife and
ecosystems, why wouldn’t we?
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Attachments
https://documents uow edu au/~sharonb/pindone html
https://www.publish.csiro.au/wr/pdf/WR17180

Open storm water drains
in City of Stonnington
Victoria, swallowing
rubbish believed to flow
straight out to sea.

Kangaroo which
got caught in the
top wire of a
fence. Often
these wires are
not necessary
and very difficult
for animals to
see. “Fence
hangers” are as
common as road
kills according to
many wildlife
carers. Seven
species of
kangaroo are
already extinct in
Victoria.
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Platypus strangled by hair
tie at Darebin Creek
Victoria, picture Herald
Sun

Dolphin which starved to
death due to plastic
rubbish ring. Picture
Australian Wildlife Society.
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Two young kangaroos playing. The
animals are a delight to regional
residents.

An inhospitable
landscape which is
only getting worse
due to climate
change. But Parks
Victoria would not
consider water for
wildlife, forcing
animals onto roads
and farms where
they may not be
wanted.
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