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Dear Committee Members
Submission to the Enquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria
Management of Pest Animals in Victoria
I would like this enquiry to consider the effects that uncontrolled pest animals are having on the Victorian
Environment.
This problem was first highlighted to me from regular camping trips with our family to Little Desert
National Park. We have been visiting this park every Easter for 15 years and love spending time
exploring the park on day and overnight hikes. This park is a stunning area of Mallee scrub, river red
gums and other species endemic only to this area.

We observe the wild life of kangaroos, emus, bats, reptiles, birds and Mallee fowl on some lucky
occasions. As we visit annually, we have seen the park in both drought and after rains and always
marvel at the subtle changes in trees and bushes as they adapt to their conditions.
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However we also observe the feral animals which roam the park and cause so much damage to both the
vegetation and native animals.
Rabbits are the most commonly sighted pests. Their droppings are common and the damage they cause
to new growth is obvious. Foxes and feral cats are also observed. The effect they have on the wildlife is
devastating. We frequently visit the Little Desert Nature Lodge and take a guided tour to learn more
about the local wildlife that is endemic to the area. These include sugar gliders, bettongs and bandicoots.
The lodge has a breeding program but cannot release the animals into the Park due to the feral
predators.
We see a ranger on every visit, but the duties seem to be maintenance of campsites. The park does not
have a comprehensive pest eradication program. Resources are clearly not allocated to maintain the
park in a way that protects the native vegetation and animals.
This park protects some of the last Mallee in the region. It is a home for rare wildlife. It also supports
migratory birds. I want to stop the decline in Victoria’s native fauna. If this is to be achieved, then NPs
like Little Desert need to be managed properly and this involves implementing a comprehensive pest
eradication program. Adequate funding must be provided.
I call on the Victorian Government to do the following:
1. Recognise the essential role of National Parks including Little Desert NP in preserving and
sustaining Victoria’s natural heritage.
2. Recognise the direct role of feral pest animals on native animal and native flora extinction rates;
and
3. Adopt and fund a scientifically rigorous plan to eradicate feral pests, including rabbit, fox, feral
cat, goat and deer.
I would be happy to speak to this submission if required.
Yours faithfully
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