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Dear Environment and Planning Committee,
Re. Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline.
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline.
My name is Jacqueline Edge. I work as a HR Consultant providing meaningful HR strategies and services
to small to medium sized businesses in the Geelong and Western Victoria district. I have a young family
and we live in the inner suburbs of Geelong. We regularly go to the beach, camping trips and bushwalks.
It is devastating to see that lack of commitment and resources available to care and maintain the natural
environment we spiritually and physically require for a balanced and spiritual life.
To ensure custodianship of our natural environment, my family and many friends are buying land to
ensure the true protection of natural habitat. The government has not demonstrated leadership on this
front. I urge you as a leader and person of influence to step up and lead us through this quagmire to
reflect contemporary thought and true custodianship of our spiritual home, since Victoria is our home.
For the past three years, I have been petitioning Geelong City Council to address community safety and
amenity concerns with the area. In particular planting trees in the built urban environment of Geelong
West – which is severely lacking. The requests of myself and my fellow residents are continually
rebuffed and disregarded without priority.
Outside of Melbourne there seems to be a distinct lack of support to foster mature and abundant
trees in the urban environment. Regardless of the fact that we know these trees will differentiate
Geelong / Victoria by reflecting our cultural identity and:


Position us as a contemporary, forward thinking and clever cultural State



Encourage calmer behaviour



Foster a strong sense of community, custodianship, and connection to country.

The conflict of interest between government and enterprise is humiliating. The idea that Victorians log
natural forests (send the chips to another country and buy back paper) is absurd. The idea that
Victroians have to lobby buyer of Victorian government wood products is absurd. The idea that there is
no employment solutions for forest loggers other than logging is absurd. As a person that represent
Victoria these activities are utterly embarrassing. This way of thinking is colonial and belongs in the
distant past.
The lack of commitment to our natural environment of course impacts not only the quality of our air,
it impacts Victorians culturally, emotionally and spiritually. Watching the news on environmental
matters is completely disempowering. Imagine a state, a national that really cares … not one that is
constantly, ‘accidentally’ knocking over rock shelters or pulling down recently burnt habitats.
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We need to own this priority as a whole culture – not just a series of dispersed lobby groups and
enthusiasts. Regardless of heritage, Victorian’s need to cast away the sense of colonialism, and
embrace our state flora and fauna as part of our identity, our cultural responsibility – our
custodianship. This means not just illustrations, but tracts of land and the life within it.
In addition, the following as suggestions for the Victorian state government to take:
1. The devastation inflicted on our wildlife and forests from the 2019 - 2020 bushfires has made forest
protection and a rapid logging transition more urgent. The Victorian state government’s commitment to
a 2030 industry transition must be brought forward. Two immediate priorities are protection of unburnt
Greater Glider habitat, and a continued moratorium on logging in East Gippsland.
2. There are opportunities for the state government to protect forests for all Victorians to enjoy now and
into the future. Two community led initiatives are the proposed Great Forest National Park and Emerald
Link conservation economy proposal.
3. In the face of climate catastrophe, Victoria’s forests play a critical role in removing carbon pollution from
the air we all breathe, nourishing us with clean air and safe, clean drinking water. The Victorian state
government must develop carbon accounting and policies that include forests.
4. The state government must urgently implement and properly resource Action Statements (plans for
recovery) for all threatened plants and wildlife. Victoria’s plants and wildlife are at risk, with over 2000
recognised as threatened with extinction however only 15% have Action Statements.
5. The rights and interests of Traditional Custodians should be recognised in all aspects of land and water
management, as well as decision-making in relation to their traditional lands, including traditional
management practices such as cultural fire. First Nations - declining ecosystems have profound
implications for First Nations.
6. Victoria needs a new, independent, well resourced conservation regulator to police deforestation and
other destructive industries. The EPA is the independent watchdog for pollution, but currently there is
no independent watchdog to ensure industries comply with environmental laws, with numerous
breaches to laws continuing to occur and a long history of regulators turning a blind eye.
7. Community rights must be guaranteed when governments are making environmental decisions,
including the right to participate, the right to access necessary information, the right to challenge
environmental decisions and the right to transparency in government decision making.
I agree to this submission being made public.
I hope to see proactive, meaningful and committed change for myself, and generation to come.
As a leader, and person of influence, please step up and lead us through this quagmire to true
custodianship of our spiritual home, since Victoria is our spiritual home.
With best regards,

Jacqueline Edge
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