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Submission to the Enquiry into Ecosystem Decline
This submission relates to the incremental decline of habitat imposed by housing development as
urban areas expand. The City of Bendigo is cited as an example, but this appears to be happening all
over the state.
Each housing development only erodes a small amount of habitat, but the cumulative effects are
significant.
In just these three developments, 110ha of habitat has been lost. This is twice the area of the
Kennington Reservoir park. If a bushfire wiped out as much land in the Bendigo National Park, it
would not go unnoticed, but housing development is permanently wiping out habitat by small
degrees every day.
The figures below illustrate this incremental erosion of habitat.
In Junortoun (fig 1 below) a farming property was acquired for housing development. One paddock
was covered in short re-growth scrub and had a small dam on it. This area provided a good breeding
area for small birds and a buffer between the Greater Bendigo National Park and the urban areas. It
was also an area that kangaroos used extensively for grazing. As the area has been progressively
developed the following has happened:
The small bird population has declined, for instance, robins are no longer seen on the
margins of the park;
Kangaroos are progressively forced off the land and onto the road where they die and cause
thousands of dollars’ worth of damage to vehicles every week;
A large area lost for reptile and frog habitat and snakes and lizards are rarely seen in an area
where they were numerous 16 years ago;
Introduction of aggressive domestic species (dogs and cats);
Caveats on pet-keeping adjacent to the park are not observed and it is not unusual to
observe cats outside; and
Pollution of the bush and waterways, mainly through building activity.
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Figure 1. Habitat destruction in Junortoun area
At Huntly and Strathfieldsaye (fig. 2 below) marginal and small amounts of bushland have been
removed for housing. At Huntly, this has removed a sanctuary for kangaroos and breeding birds and
reptiles, at Strathfieldsaye the same but also the creek buffer has been eroded, with a significant
impact on habitat for breeding birds and frogs. In both places the introduction of human population
pressure with the accompanying rubbish (in the waterway at Strathfieldsaye), domestic animals and
destruction of reptiles and insects has impacted the ability of the natural world to recover from
drought.

Figure 2. Habitat impacts in Huntly and Strathfieldsaye
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The following recommendations are made to the enquiry:
Have a means of measuring the cumulative impact of urban development across the state
and use this to inform future planning decisions.
Provide incentives to re-develop run-down inner-city and existing urban areas to decrease
pressure on natural habitat, reduce traffic and make service delivery more efficient.
Development plans that make habitat preservation (with corridors and sufficient buffers) a
priority.
Establishment of wildlife corridors where these are lacking.
Enforce caveats on domestic animals.
Provide financial encouragement for landholders in outer areas to preserve flora and fauna
(including insects and reptiles).
Where kangaroo habitat is impacted, humanely destroy the animals and be open and
transparent about how many animals are being destroyed and why (this is preferable to
them starving in summer of being killed on the roads).
Hold builders accountable for rubbish moving from their worksites into the waterways.
Re-visit the sustainable housing requirements (houses with no verandahs, totally reliant on
air-conditioning in summer and heating in winter should never be called sustainable).
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