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Dear members of the Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria.
Summary
In this submission I will focus on the following main points:
-

The lack of protection for native threatened species, specifically the dingo (Canis dingo).
Control of invasive species, advising against the indiscriminate and inhumane use of 1080
poison.
Habitat destruction.

The topics covered relate to the following terms of reference:
1. “The effectiveness of government programs and funding protecting and restoring Victoria’s
ecosystems.”
2. “The adequacy of the legislative framework protecting Victoria’s environment, including
grasslands, forests and the marine and coastal environment, and native species.”

About Me
I’ve lived in Sunbury my entire life and one of the many things I love about it is its proximity
to diverse ecosystems; including beaches, native grasslands, forests, the Murray river and the
alpine region. I am 21 years old and spend most of my time learning about Victoria’s
wildlife, having completed a bachelor’s degree in Wildlife and Conservation Biology. I also
spend most days volunteering with dingoes.
Being outdoors, surrounded by natural places and learning about our magnificent native
species have always been a central part of my life. With the inability to travel more than 5km
from home because of COVID-19, I am truly grasping how much I depend on Victoria’s
natural places.
Introduction
As someone who spends a lot of time in Victoria’s incredible, diverse ecosystems and studies
the importance of nature, I am deeply troubled about the condition of Victoria’s environment.
My concerns stem from some focal facts that seem essential to highlight in a submission
regarding ecosystem decline in Victoria:
1. Without nature, including viable soil and balanced ecosystems, we have nothing.
2. Infinite growth on a finite planet is impossible, yet the focus of the Australian
government seems to only be on continuous economic growth rather than planning for
a tangible future.
3. Our Australian wildlife species are unique and endemic and should be celebrated and
nurtured rather than wiped out for human development or short-term economic gain.
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Despite these facts, Victoria’s biodiversity loss is immense with 66% of our land having been
cleared. This, in combination with the recent extreme bushfire season, ongoing habitat
clearing and development, and inadequate environment laws where logging of native forests
and constant killing of native species occurs is a clear concoction for extreme ecosystem
decline.
I know I am not alone in feeling ecological grief and immense sorrow when learning about
Victoria’s environmental battles. This grief is fuelled by feeling powerless about our impact
on native species and believing that the government is facilitating this disaster.
Issue 1. Inadequate Legislation to Protect Native Wildlife
In Victoria, there are many species that do not have adequate protection. Victoria’s native
plants and animals are at risk, with over 2000 recognised as threatened with extinction.
I have spent years interacting with dingoes and learning about their unique characteristics,
important ecological role and the way that lethally disrupting dingo family groups leads to
more problems for farmers than if they are left alone. Yet, I have seen countless images of
dead dingoes having been killed by people and vast misinformation about the species being
spread online and through towns that neighbour national parks where dingoes are present.
The dingo (Canis dingo) is a listed threatened species under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee
Act 1998. Yet, dingoes are constantly targeted and killed in Victoria by government
programs and members of the public. It is abhorrent that a native ‘protected’ threatened
species can be killed without repercussions and entangled in ‘pest control’ programs.
The dingo is the most misrepresented and persecuted of all our native species simply because
they can, under some circumstances negatively impact on livestock farming. Dingoes are
unprotected on private land and on public land within 3km of private land.
Myths circulate Victoria implying that there is an absence of pure dingoes left in the wild.
We know that these statements are false due to:
1. A scientific study by Stephens et al. 2015, which found that only 5 out of 623 wild
canids that had been killed were feral domestic dogs with no dingo genes.
2. A DNA tested pure dingo was found in a backyard in Wandiligong, Vic in 2019. His
name is Wandi and now resides at The Dingo Discovery Sanctuary and Research
Centre, living proof that there are pure dingo populations in Victoria. Of course, for
him to be pure, his parents and grandparents must also be pure.
In addition, many people, including deer hunters and farmers that I have interacted with, do
not know what dingoes actually look like. By this, I mean that many people are unaware that
dingoes are NOT only tan/ginger in colour, and also can’t explain physical characteristics that
dingoes possess that are different to domestic dogs (Canis familiaris), despite there being
many. This lack of awareness and education leads to the killing of many dingoes.
This misinformation regarding dingoes in Victoria is facilitated by the use of the term ‘wild
dog’. By definition, the term wild dog when used by government departments such as
DELWP encompasses dingoes, dingo hybrids and domestic feral dogs. Yet connotations of
the term lead to public unawareness that dingoes are being killed in government programs.
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The government needs to be transparent to the public when killing our native
threatened species. The use of the term ‘wild dog’ is misleading.
When dingoes and dingo hybrids (or ‘wild dogs’) are poisoned, trapped and killed by
government departments they should be DNA tested but are not. This means there is no
accountability when pure dingoes are killed, as the public are unaware that this is occurring
AND we don’t know how many pure dingoes are actually being killed.
As you undertake this important inquiry into Victoria’s extinction crisis, I urge you to ensure
that:
-

-

Consideration goes into defunding ‘wild dog’ control programs.
Government wild dog control programs be more transparent about killing
dingoes and dingo hybrids by explaining or discontinuing the term ‘wild dog’.
Information is made available to the general public, including farmers and
hunters that there are still pure dingo populations in Victoria and describe their
physical characteristics, including their colours. Preferably on sites such as
Agriculture Victoria and those describing bounties and ‘wild dogs’.
The ‘wild dog’ bounty is removed.
There are more repercussions for people who take or kill native threatened
wildlife.

Issue 2. Invasive Species Control
We know that it is necessary to control Victoria’s weeds and invasive animals, which kill and
out-compete our native plants and wildlife. Pest and invasive species management does
require funding and resource allocation, especially for research regarding the best possible
control methods.
However, we cannot afford to risk wiping out natives in the process of pest management
AND we cannot allow immense suffering of the species we wish to control to continue.
I feel compelled to outline the destructive nature of 1080 poison (sodium fluoroacetate),
which is indiscriminate (kills non-target species) and immeasurably inhumane, resulting in a
slow, painful, horrific death.
Whilst foxes and cats are extremely problematic for our native species and need to be
controlled, the costs of 1080 poison on our wildlife and ecosystem health are too immense for
continued use of this poison. It is often used as a tool for farmers to cruelly control dingoes
and foxes in ‘wild dog’ control programs. For conservation purposes it is ineffective
because of its risk to non-target species including dingoes, eagles, quolls and animals that
indirectly come in contact with it. The idea that 1080 poison is the best method for protecting
our native species is nonsensical. It is a dangerous and awful short-term solution for longterm failure.
Most other countries have banned this cruel poison and it is time that Victoria follows suit.
•

PLEASE examine the detrimental impact and inhumane nature of 1080 poison
during this inquiry and put an end to its use.
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Issue 3. Habitat Destruction
The final issue I would like to discuss is habitat destruction which takes many forms across
Victoria.
Unfortunately, this includes common failure of the agricultural industry to co-exist with the
environment. Too often, clearing, killing and poisoning wildlife, plants and habitats is
undertaken rather than supporting the environment. This is a clear recipe for ecosystem
decline.
To combat this issue, we need biodiversity-inclusive agriculture to be encouraged and
supported. Funding could be put towards research and development to expand more
environmentally-friendly industries including regenerative farming. Moreover, we need to
assist farmers with non-lethal predator control methods and fund research in this area.
In addition to supporting environmentally-friendly agriculture, habitat destruction in Victoria
needs to be addressed by:
- Putting a stop to logging remnant native forests
- Support the proposed Great Forest National Park
- Protect unburnt Greater Glider habitat and continue moratorium on logging in East
Gippsland.
- Fund and support eco-tourism opportunities across our beautiful state.
Conclusion
We need to do everything possible to restore and protect nature.
I am a Victorian who values our incredible natural places and I
want to be proud of this state. I hope the government will take
some accountability for current
ecosystem decline and develop effective
legislation and programs to support
healthy ecosystems. This includes
developing proper protection strategies
for dingoes, banning 1080 poison,
supporting environmentally-friendly
agricultural practices and protecting
important habitat for native wildlife.
Wandi the dingo
Tarra-Bulga National Park
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