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food waste.
ACTION: Establish much more ambitious climate change targets.
2. There is a need for improved planning controls and Legislation to protect Biodiversity
ACTION:
(1) Strengthen Victoria’s Planning Provisions in relation to the Rural Conservation Zone and the Green Wedge Zone.
The RCZ in particular is the one statewide rural zone that has a specific focus on conservation of native vegetation
communities. There is growing pressure for built development in the Rural Conservation Zone and Green Wedge
Zone and current planning provisions are not strong enough to stop a cumulative, deleterious impact on biodiversity
values.
(2) Specific elements of current legislative frameworks that need strengthening are reporting, monitoring and
accountability requirements. There is no value in having strong regulations regarding actions if there is no capacity
to monitor compliance, require accountability or impose consequences for inappropriate actions.
(3) Maintain the Urban Growth Boundary around Melbourne so that increased population does not result in even
more urban sprawl and loss of Habitat
3. . Currently there is confusion over responsibility for managing creeks and associated buffer zones.
Our creeks and waterways are sadly degraded.
The Yarra Strategic Plan and Birrarung Council are an innovative start to remedying this but it is just a start and
similar action is needed for ALL rivers and major tributaries
ACTION
(1) Support the Yarra Strategic Plan
(2) Establish effective communication between government, water authorities, and communities in order to achieve
better outcomes for waterways
(3) Reduce extraction of water from rivers and creeks.
4. There is a demonstrated need for Habitat protection and Enhancement and the development of wildlife corridors
is proven to greatly assist with this.
ACTION:
(1) Protect and enhance existing native habitats.
(2) Reconnect isolated patches of bush by planting linking corridors of appropriate native species.
(3) Phase out logging in native forests within the next four years and cease salvage logging immediately

5. Education for the Community in sustainable land management needs a much greater focus
ACTION
(1) Establish programs to promote and support regenerative agriculture in Victoria, thereby increasing biodiversity
on farmland as well as increasing agricultural output and carbon storage in soil.
(2) Improve the health of the land by reducing the impacts of other identified threats – invasive weeds, feral
animals, erosion etc.
(3) Consult widely with people in Landcare and Friends Groups. Volunteers in these groups are involved in activities
such as planting, weed control, mulching, plant and animal monitoring and water quality monitoring. State based
agencies and local governments could make much better use of local knowledge bases.

Thank you for the opportunity to make comment. .
We need to act now!
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