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Dear Environment and Planning Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline. My name is Kay Shields and I am a retired
school teacher. I have always had a great passion for communicating to my students the need to look after our
shared home, as Mother Earth is the provider. I must say children ‘get it’ and their keen interest and care for nature
is heart‐warming, but many adults obviously did not learn this fact and hold a view that it is mankind who provides.
I grew up in the city but spent most holidays in Victoria at Euroa, Chiltern, Crowlands and also Gunbar in outback
New South Wales. Most Sundays mum would pack a scrumptious picnic and send us off for the day so she could
have a rest. With my dad, brother and sister we would drive, fish, mushroom or walk through the Victorian
countryside and along the Great Ocean Road. My dad and brother could identify any bird or animal they saw and
shared what they knew about their behaviour. The love of Victoria’s natural places: its beauty, its animals and its
serenity we all shared.
Driving out west from Melbourne now it is a totally new landscape. I no longer see waving grasses full of seed heads,
flocks of birds or a solitary bird of prey through the car window. There are fewer stands of trees and countless house
tops as urbanisation has taken away the western plains and the great diversity of the plant and animal life it
supported. Even the Cheetham Wetlands, a wetland of international significance that is supposed to be protected, is
being encroached on by urbanisation and the debris that comes with us, threatening the survival of migratory
species that travel across the world to feed and breed here.
My brother, now in his 80’s, has been a keen fisherman all has life. He still goes fishing but never brings home a fish,
the only fish to be caught are introduced species like the European Carp or Redfin. He constantly complains about
the degradation of the rivers and reservoirs, caused not only from global warming but by the deliberate policy of
government to trade water as a commodity! This has prevented enough water to cleanse our rivers and overflow
into billabongs and wetlands that are breeding grounds and rich food sources for many species. It has also
contributed to the drying of the natural environment leaving tinder dry bush in a state that has a prolonged bushfire
season.
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