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To whom this may concern,
I hope this email finds you well.
I’ve always swam. Since I learnt to swim at Deewhy from around 3 years old. From this love of the ocean
and exploring rockpools, it has grown to be a love of all nature and wild animals. I can vividly remember
one of my ‘Three Wishes’ as a young child was to be a bird. I’m from a generation that learned from
Captain Planet and the Planeteers, as they worked hard to save the world from destruction by uncaring
and selfish humans.
As an adult I still love the feeling of being in saltwater, feeling refreshed and physically in something that is
so much greater than myself. I prefer to run along trails in among the Australian bushland with only birds
as music, rather than the concrete and headphones to block the noise of cars. For the last 10 years I have
been worked in Environmental Education, driven by a desire to inspire others to care about our world.
Working with children they clearly understand what is right and wrong about sharing and how unfair it is
for animals to be forced to sacrifice their wellbeing for humans to ‘thrive’. Unfortunately, rather than
speaking proudly about the efforts of our Leaders, I am forced to share grim facts about how Victoria is
the most cleared state in Australia - 66% of our land has been cleared of native trees, shrubs and plants
and that more than 70 threatened species make their home in forests that are still being logged. It’s
difficult to be inspiring about the future when these are the facts.
I feel as though the terrible event that is COVID-19 is like the planet sending us to our rooms to think
about what we have done. The closeness of humans and animals in terms of our physical connection and
impacts of our choices has become even more apparent. It’s a time to re-evaluate and decide what we
want to do on the other side of this event. The cost to jobs and slowing down of the world has seen us
develop to less selfish behaviours, such as; sharing food, appreciating views out our windows and looking
after our local communities.
This is a great opportunity to continue to care about others and expand that care to our amazing natural
world. While teaching children I would regularly discuss the reasons for why a species becomes
endangered;
C – Climate change
H – Habitat Loss
I – Introduced Species (and diseases)
P - Pollution
P – Poaching
If we look at these threats and consider ways to overcome them through future job opportunities, there is
a chance for this period of horrific human loss to become once of positive human action.
a) A dedicated program for reviving species facing extinction
The work of rescuing Victoria’s more than 120 species at risk of extinction deserves and needs a dedicated
program of funding. NSW has committed $100 million to a ‘Save Our Species’ program, which
systematically identifies risks to species and goes about addressing them. It also includes action like
breeding programs so healthy populations of animals, birds and plants can be restored. Victoria has
nothing like this program and spends almost no money on this type of dedicated species recovery work.
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