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Dear Environment and Planning Committee,
This is an Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria.
My name is Noah and I have lived in Melbourne my whole life.
Growing up in the bushland of Warrandyte, I have naturally
precured a great appreciation for wildlife, clean air and the simple
joys that nature provides. When I was young - I spent 2/3rds of my
time outside, exploring imagination and fantasies, playing in
makeshift cubby houses and crafting beautiful bows and arrows
with my father. Besides the undeniable innocence, nature has given
me a purpose, an understanding of my fragility, thus I have learnt to
love and nurture myself and those around me. It is vital for children
to experience outdoor exploration every day.
Nowadays, I live in the city as bushfire risks reign too high and yield
my old residence unliveable. In my youth, the extremities of bush
fires were never as bad. I experienced the years go by, and every
summer we would be faced with even more evacuations then the
year before. Some years, fires would creep into neighbours’
properties or to the other side of town, rendering mayhem in my
quiet old hometown. Blindly saying goodbye to my old house was
hard, as we took what possessions we could, the mourning before
loss would commence. I felt a part of me sadden, every single time
I thought of the destruction that faced my home. It was not just the
possibility of lost material possessions I was afraid of but loosing
very fond memories too.
Years later, I am thankful I do not have the personal looming stress
of bushfire devastation every summer. But I feel for the large
number of friends and families that still put up with this yearly.
My Mother used to voluntarily run an art therapy group for Black
Saturday fire affected people. Based in the town of St Andrews, she
would run her weekly meetings for five years, receiving firsthand
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stories of bushfire trauma, people loosing loved ones, and heroic
tales of survival and sacrifice. The group created beautiful mosaic
artworks from broken crockery and burnt ceramics salvaged from
their ruined homes. One piece stands today in the heart of St
Andrews, next to the community hall; a magnificent seat,
collaboratively representing the stories of all the group’s members,
serving as a monument for the survivors to remember loved ones
by, and most importantly - it shows the determination of humanity to
create and to support one another. Some photos and a link to their
webpage below:

http://www.mosaicfriends.com.au/gallery.html
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These stories all have linking factors and coalesce alongside
drastic temperature increases around the world. 11 years ago,
these stories were created, but the formation of them began many
more years before that. Climate change is an ever-growing issue
today, its roots are embedded in the logging of forests, the mining
of coal, and pollution of our air. The effects are numerous, these
stories are just few of many: extinctions, an estimated
1,000,000,000 animals dead in Australia’s 2020 wild fires
(https://abcnews.go.com/International/billion-animals-estimated-dead-australiawildfires/story?id=68143966), homes destroyed, families ruined, and
heritage lost.
My wish is for the people of Victoria to lead the charge in Australia’s
stance against climate change and bushfire hazard reduction. I
plead for your compassion and concern, as this earth is dying. I
would very much like to see an independent environmental group
for every state, one that is separate from parliament and is not
funded by 3rd party business, a group that has authority over any
political parties’ dealings regarding all environmental factors. I
would like to see our First Nations peoples recognised for their
cultivation of the land that has preceded the current governments
rein for thousands of years, their sovereignty was never seeded, we
should be thanking them and collaborating to make our society a
better place.
Below are actions that need to be addressed:
1. The devastation inflicted on our wildlife and forests from the 2019 2020 bushfires has made forest protection and a rapid logging
transition more urgent. The Victorian state government’s
commitment to a 2030 industry transition must be brought forward.
Two immediate priorities are protection of unburnt Greater Glider
habitat, and a continued moratorium on logging in East Gippsland.
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2. There are opportunities for the state government to protect forests
for all Victorians to enjoy now and into the future. Two community
led initiatives are the proposed Great Forest National Park and
Emerald Link conservation economy proposal.
3. In the face of climate catastrophe, Victoria’s forests play a critical
role in removing carbon pollution from the air we all breathe,
nourishing us with clean air and safe, clean drinking water. The
Victorian state government must develop carbon accounting and
policies that include forests.
4. The state government must urgently implement and properly
resource Action Statements (plans for recovery) for all threatened
plants and wildlife. Victoria’s plants and wildlife are at risk, with over
2000 recognised as threatened with extinction. However, only 15%
have Action Statements.
5. The rights and interests of Traditional Custodians should be
recognised in all aspects of land and water management, as well as
decision-making in relation to their traditional lands, including
traditional management practices such as cultural fire. First Nations
- declining ecosystems have profound implications for First Nations.
6. Victoria needs a new, independent, well-resourced conservation
regulator to police deforestation and other destructive industries.
The EPA is the independent watchdog for pollution, but currently
there is no independent watchdog to ensure industries comply with
environmental laws, with numerous breaches to laws continuing to
occur and a long history of regulators turning a blind eye.
7. Community rights must be guaranteed when governments are
making environmental decisions, including the right to participate,
the right to access necessary information, the right to challenge
environmental decisions and the right to transparency in
government decision making.
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Thank you for reading, I agree to this submission being made
public. Please contact at
for further
discussion.
Yours sincerely,
Noah Reade

28/08/2020
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