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Dear members of the Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria.
I’ve lived in Melbourne for the past 5 years and one of the many things I love about this city is its
proximity to nature. I find living here manageable only because I can get out into nature and
recharge. As a south australian I had no idea how lush, unique, ancient and beautiful it is in
Victoria.
As Australians, our native animals and plants form part of our identity and as a nation we are
proud that they are found nowhere else on earth. However with this fact comes responsibility;
when we allow them to become extinct on our land, they are gone from the planet for good. Are
you aware that Australia has the largest vertebrate mammal extinction in the world? Or that we
were in the top 10 highest deforesters on the planet in 2018 (and the highest first world
country)?
Being from SA, I also hadn’t experienced the modern logging industry to the extent that occurs
here in Victoria. The first time I drove past dead, brown hills of logged forest I couldn’t believe
what I was seeing. I had just been hiking through dense tree ferns, mountain ash and myrtle
beech forest, hearing lyrebird and fresh water trickling close by. I couldn’t fathom the
destruction.
These forests provide a home for animals that don’t live anywhere else. They are the lungs of
our state of Victoria and attract rainfall that filters water into the catchment areas that supply
Melbourne with some of the best drinking water in the world. I won’t lie - South Australia’s water
is rubbish compared to here!! They moderate our climate, and they are carbon rich. With our
scientist predicting more and more droughts to come, it is more important than ever to have
natural ecosystems to attract this rain.
In spite of all this and in the wake of the unprecedented and catastrophic bushfires we’ve
experienced and are still experiencing, many of these native forests are still on the logging
schedule.
As you undertake this important inquiry into Victoria’s extinction crisis, I urge you to ensure that:
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