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this time of COVID-19 (see:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-08-20/chance-abalone-discovery-leads-to-herpes-treatment-hope/
5683294). We do not know enough about the living things in Victorian ecosystems to be able to put a
value on them in regard to what they may offer for human health. They must be preserved.
Related to the above is the value of biodiversity for the better development of our food resources by
offering new foods and sustaining more traditional ones. Food scientists seek new ways to give better
resilience to food crops. They need all the biodiversity they can get. Victorian eco-systems with their
biodiversity must be preserved.
Related to the medical uses of biologically occurring substances are the engineering possibilities. Such
things as spiders webs have been regarded as having surprising structural properties i.e. high strength
and flexibility for their dimensions. There may be a whole range of naturally occurring substances in
Victorian ecosytems about which we do not know that could be of high value in the future when
challenges that we have not yet imagined will have to be faced and dealt with. Engineering for medical
instruments, procedures and prostheses using such substances are likely to be important. The surviving
Victorian ecosystems must be preserved.
I note the advance of artificial intelligence and its likely impacts on employment in the future. It seems
likely that people in the future will not have jobs as we have known them, that they will work many
fewer hours a week in jobs they do for a reasonably comfortable life. It also seems very likely that a
vast number of people will use the additional time that they have to engage with nature along with their
friends in a variety of ways. I expect that this will include scientific research, video and still
photography, audio recording and more, using highly advanced, miniturised cameras, motion sensitive
cameras, infrared cameras, drone mounted cameras and so on. I expect that this sort of activity will
become their dominant activity in an average week and possibly be their jobs in many cases. The
quality of their opportunities in this depends on us, at this time, preserving the natural ecosystems. If
the many thousands of years of evolution of these systems and the animals and plants that constitute
them are destroyed or corrupted in this coming time then future generations cannot have the great joy
of discovering the many complexities and the joyous beauty of them.
European and later arrivals in the Australian continent have tampered with this continents natural
ecosystems to an enourmous extent. Remembering that ecosystems are self-sustaining, complex
systems this reality is dangerous for the sustainment of the liveability of Australia for any large
population. This is another dramatic reason why we must preserve our natural ecosystems.
I am confident that there are many other reasons why we ought to be strenuously preserving and
assisting the health of our natural ecosystems that are beyond my knowledge or understanding. Our
arrogance must know better bounds.
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