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Dear Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the Inquiry into Ecosystems Decline in Victoria.

Victoria’s environmental laws need to be strengthened. They should be the foundation for addressing ecosystem
decline in our state. Instead ecosystems and species have been experiencing decline since colonisation. Key
contributing factors include land clearing, impacts of urban expansion, over extraction of natural resources such as
water and timber, and the introduction of invasive species. Further to this climate change is now amplifying these
threats which makes addressing this issue much more urgent.

The Inquiry into ecosystems decline in Victoria should take into account the following reforms to help ensure that
we make the most of this opportunity:

1. Resource and implement the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act is the
centrepiece of Victoria's biodiversity conservation legislation. Reforms last year have “refreshed and modernised”
the Act, updating the objectives, adding a new duty for public authorities, and introducing new conservation tools.
However, it is vital that these reforms are not properly implemented.

2. Make sure our nature protection laws are climate ready.The past summer’s devastating bushfires demonstrate
the terrible impact that climate change can have on our wonderful natural places and wildlife. Climate change
presents a massive challenge to Victorian ecosystems. Failing to address climate change stops our laws working
effectively. Climate adaption must also be a part of our legal frameworks.

3. Improve compliance and enforcement with our environmental laws. A significant change was made last year
when, following a damning review of timber harvesting regulation in Victoria, the government established the Office
of Conservation the Regulator. This move, while a welcome recognition that the implementation and enforcement
of our nature protection laws needs to be improved, does not go far enough. We need an independent conservation
regulator with a clear legislative foundation and all the legal powers needed to ensure Victoria’s conservation laws
are compiled with.
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4. Protect Victoria’s precious wildlife. Victoria's Wildlife Act 1975 is out of date and no longer meets community
expectations when it comes to protecting our precious wildlife. It should be reformed to make sure that it meets the
Victorian community’s expectations for how our valued wildlife will be protected and preserved for future
generations.

5. Prevent the harmful impacts of new development. While the Morrison government is in a hurry to handover
responsibilities under our national environmental law ‐ the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act ‐ to state governments, we know that Victorian laws are not fit for purpose. Victoria's planning laws and
environmental impact assessment laws need to be brought up to date to make sure that infrastructure projects
properly account for their impacts on Victoria's biodiversity and contribution to climate change before we even
think about handing over responsibilities.

6. Stop the drivers of ecosystem decline. Nature protection laws should be a safety net. We need to address the
pressure on Victorian biodiversity protection laws by removing key drivers of ecosystem decline such as native
forest logging, unsustainable use of water resources, and the impact of invasive species. Stopping native forest
logging sooner rather than later, more sustainable water resource management, and new fit for purpose invasive
species management legislation are needed to turn ecosystem decline around. There needs to be consideration of
how to work with other areas that reduce demand for native forest products or water or find alternatives.

7. Boost ecosystem restoration. Nature protection laws alone will not be enough – our laws must also guide and
encourage the restoration of Victoria’s ecosystems. With climate change already having a terrible impact on
Victorian flora and fauna, the challenge is urgent. Whether it be on public land or private land, our land
management must be subject to appropriate obligations to ensure that ecological processes and natural assets are
there for future generations to enjoy.

Strong nature protection laws will provide the backbone for a healthier future for Victoria’s ecosystems, ensuring
the people, places and wildlife we love can thrive for generations to come.

As a Christian, I also want to advocate for the spiritual reasons for ensuring the health of our ecosystems and
species. I believe that people have been given the job of looking after the earth by God and have been doing a poor
job of it. Each ecosystem and species is good and has intrinsic value. When it is lost, we lose something of
immeasurable worth that cannot be replaced. Therefore we have a moral responsibility to do all that we can to
protect our ecosystems and species from decline. In addition to strengthening laws we need to be proactive in
appeal to people not only protect our biodiversity in Victoria but also enhance it.

Thank you for considering my submission.

Yours sincerely,
Andrea Mayes
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___________________________
This email was sent by Andrea Mayes via Do Gooder, a website that allows people to contact you regarding issues
they consider important. In accordance with web protocol RFC 3834 we have set the FROM field of this email to our
generic no‐reply address at campaigns@good.do, however Andrea provided an email address
which we included in the REPLY‐TO field.

Please reply to Andrea Mayes at

To learn more about Do Gooder visit
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dogooder.co%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%
7Cecosystems%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7Ca466b3d2c856447fd6dd08d8416d407f%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690
286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C637331284783380883&amp;sdata=vapjdQwwL4vYUJEWOwTTCmm1HLHh3fXf2YWhsHO7j
PU%3D&amp;reserved=0
To learn more about web protocol RFC 3834 visit:
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftools.ietf.org%2Fhtml%2Frfc3834&amp;data
=02%7C01%7Cecosystems%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7Ca466b3d2c856447fd6dd08d8416d407f%7C821af0ec314041
37af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C637331284783390877&amp;sdata=Vfff%2BTUz1qid1u2b8j0Kv2pSrjPtxzLYPayp
zTjiu2k%3D&amp;reserved=0
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