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Submission into the inquiry into ecosystem decline in Victoria
By Ann Jelinek
Significant biodiversity loss is occurring in Victoria due to the interactive and
cumulative impacts of drought, bushfires, substantial habitat loss, change and
fragmentation on private and public lands, in particular, State forests subject to
intensive and extensive logging, predominantly clear-fell logging with associated
widespread logging access roads, creek crossings and log landings. These
environmental impacts are compounded by the rapidly increasing impacts of climate
change.
(a) the extent of the decline of Victoria’s biodiversity and the likely impact on
people, particularly First Peoples, and ecosystems, if more is not done to
address this, including consideration of climate change impacts;
Issue

Suggested Actions

2018 State of Environment Report
demonstrates, the data and science
available to answer many of the critical
questions about biodiversity condition
and extent in Victoria is inadequate.

Address (resources, funding &
timelines) inadequacy of data and
monitoring of changes/trends for
Victorian Ecosystems, landscape
change, biodiversity, threatened
species, fire regimes and key threats,
with short and long- term strategies to
address ecosystem/biodiversity decline,
and communicate progress.

Intergenerational equity in terms of
ecosystem services and widespread
benefits of nature, has not been
considered as part of environmental
protection and management.
Extensive scientific research highlights
the urgent need to address
inadequacies of management of
Victorian Ecosystems and biodiversity.
For example, scientists have
documented the significant impacts of
current logging operations on Mountain
and Alpine Ash forests that forecast
ecosystem collapse of these biodiverse
ecosystems and forest dependent
species, exacerbated by the resulting
dominance of young trees, loss of
hollow-bearing trees and loss of
ecological integrity and function as well
as the increased risk of wildfires.

Immediately incorporate scientific
research results into strategies for
protection of Victorian Ecosystems and
biodiversity.
For example, long term research on
Mountain and Alpine Ash forests
determines that:
• They are in imminent state of
collapse and loss of ecological
integrity and function due to
logging (associated roads &
infrastructure) and wildfires.
• The values of Ash forests as
carbon stores and water supply
based on ecosystem accounts.
• Detrimental impacts of salvage
logging following wildfires.
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Australia’s First Peoples’ have
extensive environmental knowledge,
cultural connections and traditional
management practices

Respect, acknowledge and incorporate
the importance of First Peoples’ culture,
understanding, connection and
experiences in “caring for country”
through active consultation and
involvement in conservation and fire
management programs.

(b) the adequacy of the legislative framework protecting Victoria’s environment,
including grasslands, forests and the marine and coastal environment, and native
species;
Issue
1. Flora and Fauna Guarantee
Act, 1988 and Biodiversity
Strategy 2037 are not achieving
their aims.

Suggested Actions
Facilitate nominations, listing and
preparation, implementation and
monitoring of Action
Statements/Recovery
Plans/Conservation Advice for
threatened species, ecological
communities, threatening processes as
high priority, with appropriate funding
and timelines to ensure accountability
without political interference.

For example, priority (resources,
funding) is being given to searching for
translocation habitats in National Parks
for Leadbeater’s Possum instead of
effectively protecting existing
habitats in forests subject to
intensive and extensive logging and
roading i.e. significant habitat loss,
change and fragmentation.

For example, reassessment of the
original nomination for Listing of the
Mountain Ash ecological community
based on over 30 years of scientific
assessment, monitoring and research.

For example, despite detailed, longterm scientific research as part of the
nomination for listing the Mountain Ash
ecological community under the FFG
Act, its risk assessment and listing
under the IUCN Red List of
Ecosystems, the nomination was
rejected without clear, detailed
justification.
For example, the Greater Glider Action
Statement No. 267 includes minimal,
inadequate protection prescriptions as
they apply to forests subject to logging
throughout their distributional range.
The conservation measures do not even
reflect the scientific information
available and summarised in the Action
Statement!

The Alpine Ash ecological community
also need to be Listed as threatened
under the FFG Act and appropriate
measures implemented to ensure its
ecological integrity and biodiversity
survives into the future. Because of the
paucity of ecological assessment,
monitoring and research, especially
within the context of intensive, extensive
clear-fell logging, wildfires and climate
change, the precautionary principle
must be considered.
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For example, the judgement of the
recent Federal Court case (Friends of
Leadberater’s Possum vs VicForests,
May 20), highlighted major issues
relating to forest logging operations and
the significant impacts on threatened
species (Leadbeater’s Possum and
Greater Glider) with serious implications
for native forest logging under the
Regional Forest Agreement Process.

The recent Federal Court judgement by
Justice Mortimer on 27 May 2020 in
relation to the case of Friends of
Leadbeater’s Possum vs VicForest
highlighted community concerns that
need to be urgently addressed, in
particular:
•

That VicForests did not apply the
precautionary principle to the
conservation of biodiversity
values;

•

Importantly, "Not only do
VicForests’ forestry operations
damage or destroy existing
habitat critical to the survival of
the two species (Greater Glider
and Leadbeater’s Possum), they
also prevent new areas of forest
from developing into such habitat
in the future."

•

The Court has found VicForests
has not considered developing its
own comprehensive in-forest
survey system prior to logging,
preferring to rely on other
agencies like DELWP, even
though DELWP has insisted the
responsibility for such matters
lies with VicForests, as the Court
has found it does under the
Code.

•

“Coupe planning for forestry
operations is seldom modified to
accommodate detections of
Greater Glider, or to avoid
logging high quality Greater
Glider habitat.”

•

The Court has found that existing
forest management prescriptions
have not been effective to arrest
the decline of the Greater Glider
and the Leadbeater’s Possum.
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(c) the adequacy and effectiveness of government programs and funding protecting
and restoring Victoria’s ecosystems;
Issue

Suggested Actions
Landcare programs

Management of public lands

Significantly increase support (funding
and resources) for revegetation,
weed/feral animal control on private
lands together with extensive
community education about the values
of native vegetation and living in
harmony with nature.
Increased accountability, monitoring,
funding and actions to:
* control weeds (e.g. blackberries) and
feral animals (e.g. cats, foxes, deer,
pigs, goats),
* fire management based on ecological
fire regimes
* provision and construction and
maintenance of visitor facilities and
educational opportunities on public
lands to promote ecotourism and
appreciation of Victoria’s natural
environments as well as their
exceptional health, cultural and
medicinal benefits for people.

Improve Victoria’s biodiversity
outcomes on private lands

Promote and support Local Councils to
provide rate relief to landowners who
implement Conservation Covenants on
their land e.g. rate relief, incentives.
Invest in local government capability for
environmental protection and
community engagement to promote the
values of native vegetation, biodiversity
protection and control of pest
plants/animals, including addressing
constraints on achieving these activities.
Strengthen and enforce illegal native
vegetation removal.
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(d) legislative, policy, program, governance and funding solutions to facilitate
ecosystem and species protection, restoration and recovery in Victoria, in the context
of climate change impacts;
Issue

Suggested Actions
Climate change adaptation and
mitigation, for example,
recognising the scientific
evidence that logging native
forests makes them more
flammable and susceptible to
wildfires.

Need strategies and monitoring to
achieve climate change adaptation and
mitigation for species and communities.
Increased protection of natural
environments as critical carbon sinks
such as the Mountain and Alpine Ash
forests, seaweed forests and
mangroves.
Recognise the monetary value of
forests for protecting water supplies as
part of implementing broadscale
environmental accounting in
Government programs.
Immediate replacement of native forest
logging with private timber plantations.

(e) opportunities to restore Victoria’s environment while upholding First Peoples’
connection to country, and increasing and diversifying employment opportunities in
Victoria;
Issue

Suggested Actions
First Peoples’ involvement in the
management in Victoria’s
ecosystems, biodiversity,
threatening processes and fire
management, especially in all
public lands

Acknowledge and respect views such
as those highlighted by Lidia Thorpe, 27
May 2020:
“Our Totems, Songlines and cultural
identity are intrinsically linked with the
bush and all living things within it.”
Respect, acknowledge and incorporate
the importance of First Peoples’ culture,
understanding, connection and
experiences in “caring for country”
through active consultation and
involvement of traditional practices in
conservation and fire management
programs.
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Photos to illustrate issues relating to clear-fell logging impacts on ecological integrity
and loss of biodiversity, including critical habitats of threatened species:

Mountain Ash forest diversity

Tree plantation not forest!
– reseeded logged coupe

SuperTed Coupe – logged and burnt, including escaped fire into wildlife corridors
and remnant seed/habitat trees!
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Resulting blackberry infestations into logged areas, roadsides and riparian buffers.

Significant erosion on steep slopes logged in RIO coupe, Rubicon State Forest
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