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Terms of Reference
On 19 February 2020 the Legislative Council agreed to the following motion:
That this House requires the Environment and Planning Committee to inquire into, consider and report, by 29 October 2020, on
actions to minimise the health impacts of air pollution, including, but not limited to —
(a) state-wide practical, real-time, cost-effective mitigation strategies;
(b) ensuring that Victorian air quality continues to track towards meeting or exceeding current international best practice standards
and is enforced;
(c) the impact of economic and population growth on air pollution and health outcomes;
(d) strengthening commitments across all Victorian Government portfolios to reduce air pollution and minimise the impact on
health; and
(e) any other related matters.

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/epc-lc/article/4448

Submission
Whilst it is essential that monitoring of pollution be put in place to alert the public when air pollution is at
unhealthy levels, this is not addressing the root cause of the problem. Instead we need to look at reducing the
sources of air pollution with legislative instruments and associated departmental and industry changes.
Unfortunately, the proposed legislative changes will not achieve this.
As reported by the Guardian on the 25th May 2020 Australia’s severe bushfire season was predicted and will be
repeated due to climate change.1
As reported by the Guardian in April 2021 the Royal commission into national natural disaster arrangements
found that Australia’s summer bushfire smoke killed 445 and put thousands in hospital2.
There are many studies and reports informing Ministers on the adverse health effects of smoke including but not
limited to;
•
•
•

Ambient air pollution and daily hospital admissions in Melbourne 1994-19973
Health effects of smoke from planned burns: a study protocol4
Forest Fire Smoke Exposures and Out-of-Hospital Cardiac Arrests in Melbourne, Australia: A CaseCrossover Study5

1

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/may/25/australias-severe-bushfire-season-was-predicted-and-will-berepeated-inquiry-told
2

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/may/26/australias-summer-bushfire-smoke-killed-445-and-putthousands-in-hospital-inquiry-hears
3

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-epa/publications/789
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2862-y
5
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4590745/
4

•
•
•
•
•

Critical Review of Health Impacts of Wildfire Smoke Exposure6
Walking to a pathway for cardiovascular effects of air pollution7
Bushfire, air quality and hospital admissions8
No safe level: study links PM2.5 pollution to increased risk of cardiac arrest9
Doctors warn people may die as public health impact from Australian fire pollution bites10

Since the above references show that it is scientifically proven that smoke from bushfires is causing illness and
death and because bushfires are predicted to get much worse from climate change, it is essential that urgent
and meaningful action be taken by Ministers and their departments to mitigate climate change.
This will also help save money as smoke from recent bushfire events is blowing out health costs by almost 2
billion dollars11 per incident.
In May 2018 the Hon. Minister D’Ambrosio MP welcomed us at an EPA workshop on source apportionment to
help identify the sources of pollution in Victoria.
We know that smoke pollution comes from bushfires but the same smoke and adverse health effects also comes
form;

6

•

Wood heaters –
To address the root cause of wood heaters must be rapidly phased out. In the mean-time wood used in
certified heaters needs to also be certified as dry and below the minimum moisture % to reduce smoke

•

Open air burning –
Residents are allowed to apply for burn permits to burn green waste. Green waste burning must be
phased out and replaced with a mulching service to increase soil carbon and moisture while reducing
smoke pollution.

•

Fire management burns or “fuel reduction burns for your safety”
Just as smoke from the bushfires killed approximately 13x more people than the fires did12, smoke from
fire management burns is likely killing far more people than the fires they are trying to prevent. We
must re-evaluate the effectiveness of large scale burning and encourage old growth development which
is more fire resilient.13

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27082891/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321628221 Walking to a pathway for cardiovascular effects of air pollutio
n
8
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/healthreport/bushfires-air-quality-and-hospital-admissions/11755840
9
https://www.smh.com.au/national/no-safe-level-study-links-pm2-5-pollution-to-increased-risk-of-cardiac-arrest-20200128p53v98.html
10
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jan/04/doctors-warn-people-may-die-as-public-health-impact-fromaustralian-fire-pollution-bites
11
https://www.smh.com.au/national/how-summer-bushfire-smoke-blew-out-our-health-costs-by-almost-2-billion20200922-p55y24.html
12
https://www.ecowatch.com/australia-fires-smoke-kills-2645574944.html
13
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331068974 Mountain Ash Fire Logging and the Future of Victoria's Giant
Forests
7

Photo showing smoke from a fire management burn at Mt Toolebewong 7th April 2021;
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•

Logged landscapes are at increased risk of bushfire14
We have reduced old growth cover in Victoria over the last 200 years from approximately 60% to 1%15.
We must stop logging 1939 regrowth ie 80 year old trees (95% pulp for packaging) and let them grow to
120-550 years old (old growth) so that they are more fire resilient. We must immediately transition to
available plantations and stop logging native forests to reduce the risk of fire and resulting smoke
pollution.

•

Industrial logging burns
Fire management burns typically only burn fine material such as grasses and leaves and emit approx.

https://theconversation.com/victorias-logged-landscapes-are-at-increased-risk-of-bushfire-30611
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/just-1-percent-of-central-highlands-old-growth-survives-201109111k498.html
15

9 tonnes per ha whilst logging burns emit approx. 135 tonnes per ha.16 17 18.
In 2018 I conducted a review of available planned logging and fuel reduction burn data from
government sources. (Annexure 01). It found that for a given period in the area I live (in the North
East of Melbourne), approximately 64% of the smoke or 221,725 tonnes of pollution was coming
from industrial logging burns. Across the entire state of Victoria approx. 33% of smoke was coming
from logging burns.
I observed and photographed some industrial logging burns whose smoke came down from Toolangi
and impacted Healesville. That night I had symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning. I submitted a
complaint about the impact of the industrial logging smoke on my health to the EPA Annexure 03
EPA responded to my complaint confirming that “Smoke from logging does not fall within the EPA
Victoria’s Jurisdiction” Annexure 04
My experience is not isolated with the Yarra Ranges Health and Wellbeing Profile 201719 proving that
death from respiratory disease in Healesville – Yarra Glen are nearly double the average for its rate.
Yarra Ranges also has a high total rate of hospital admissions for respiratory conditions including
asthma, bronchiectasis and COPD.
Whist the Yarra Ranges Shire and EPA is currently undertaking a community lead direct action on air
pollution in terms of alerts and advising people to stay indoors during high pollution events, clearly the
responsible thing to do by Ministers is to stop the industrial logging pollution and re-evaluate the value
of planned burns and the logging practices contributing to bush fires that are significantly contributing
to these deaths.
Whilst the community engagement into pollution was taking place, in 2019 more smoke from industrial
logging burns was found to be threatening the health of Victorians Annexure 05.
During the peak of the Covid19 Crisis there were many articles based on science warning of the
negative impacts on air pollution and infection including:
o
o

Air Pollution likely to increase coronavirus death rate, warns expert20
The smoke from autumn burn-offs could make coronavirus symptoms worse. Its not worth the
risk21

Yet on the 10th April 2020 four logging coupe burns next to Warburton Victoria were termed “Planned
burns continuing soon” on roadside signage by DELWP. Despite writing to the Chief Health Officer about
these scientific health related concerns, I received no response. These industrial burns were set alight

16

Managing temperate forests for carbon storage: impacts of logging versus forest protection on carbon stocks Heather
Keith David Lindenmayer Brendan Mackey David Blair Lauren Carter Lachlan McBurney Sachiko Okada Tomoko KonishiNagano First published: 25 June 2014 https://doi.org/10.1890/ES14-00051.1
17
National Carbon Accounting system – Technical report No32. Forest Management in Australia: Impacts for Carbon
Budgets. Australian Government, Department of Climate Change, Edited by R.J. Raison and R.O. Squire.
https://publications.csiro.au/rpr/download?pid=procite:9b1bf1b6-00af-44f7-b108-b68bba21289e&dsid=DS1
18
Ecological effects of repeated low-intensity fire in a mixed eucalypt foothill forest in south-eastern Australia : summary
report (1984-1999). https://trove.nla.gov.au/version/21120378
19
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/webdocuments/council/policiesstrategies/health and wellbeing profile.pdf
20
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/search/research-news/8936/
21
https://theconversation.com/the-smoke-from-autumn-burn-offs-could-make-coronavirus-symptoms-worse-its-not-worththe-risk-136230

during Covid19 lockdown when people were not allowed to leave the area on a gamble taken by DELWP
that the wind would not change direction. See below Facebook page post about the burns;

Details of Ben 10 Logging coupe burn;

Details of Bullock Creek Logging coupe burn;

Details of Jumping Jack Flash logging coupe burn;

Picture taken by Warburton resident of coupe burn from back door during Covid19 lock down;

Map from Forest Fire Management showing location and status of the logging burns;

A road side sign by DELWP indicating the industrial logging burns were “Planned burns continuing soon”
with annotation above and below added for further information see below;

Whilst the smoke from these logging burns above may not have impacted Warburton residents in
lockdown during Covi19 on Friday April 10 2020, in the afternoon the wind increased to above 20 knots
and the direction turned North Westerly which was not forecast see below;

The above wind change carried the smoke to the Latrobe Valley where air quality warnings were issued
by the EPA on the Saturday morning. These warnings were posted on the following Facebook page see
below;

Air quality warnings during Covid 19 lock down as a result of the DELWP logging coupe burns for
VicForests, Nippon Paper and the Heyfield Saw mill supply chains and the wind change above see below;

Photo of smoke from one of the logging coupes being burnt see below;

Then on the 13th of April 2020 more logging burns ignited by DELWP without needing permits from the
EPA (any pollution impact being exempt from their jurisdiction and the proposed new law) yet their
industrial logging pollution impacted Warragul (during Covid 19) with dangerous AQI levels as captured
from independent monitoring see below

Location of logging burns see below;

Wind direction and speed see below;

Impact on US AQI measured independently potentially from the above logging coupe burns see below;

On the 16th of April Logging coupe burns were in progress with Westerly winds blowing smoke towards
Healesville and Toolangi
Logging coupe planed burn details see below;

Planed logging coupe burn map see below;

Images of smoke from the logging burns from Yarra Glen Race Course see below;

Forecast wind direction for Toolangi was Westerly see below;

These industrial logging burns are being conducted by DELWP on behalf of VicForests who supply native
forest products to the Government owned Heyfiled Mill and Nippon paper for packaging.

In 2016 in response to a question on notice into the Inquiry into fires season preparedness VicForests
confirmed that in 2015/2016 DELWP conducted $1,046,000 worth of regeneration burns on its behalf
ie industrial logging burns. (Annexure 02)
DELWP are hoping during their industrial logging pollution events that the wind does not change. As
can be seen above on several occasions this has occurred with known catastrophic consequences.
Under an ISO31000 compliant risk assessment, or workplace safety risk assessment this would not be
considered an acceptable risk however, the Government and its departments have demonstrated that
they are prepared to take unacceptable risks to supply the government owned Heyfield sawmill and the
legislated woodchip agreement with Nippon Paper.
Over the past two years, on at least three occasions when PM2.5 levels have been high in Mooroolbark,
Warburton and Healesville the EPA monitoring stations have gone offline and the data has not been
made available to the public.

To address the root cause of the source of smoke pollution from industrial logging a number of conflicts
of interest need to be resolved to allow heath risks to the public to be removed including;
o

o

o
o

The Government needs to close its Heyfield sawmill which is supplied by VicForests who
illegally22 23and unsustainably24 log native forest timber. The government is propping up an
unviable and polluting native forest industry and instead should transition to plantations which
are not burnt during regeneration25 and provide job certainty for workers.
DELWP must not be exempt from pollution permits nor should senior executives be exempt
from the new law or exempt from the EPA taking action against industrial logging pollution that
it causes.
The minister for DELWP is the same minister for the EPA and given DELWPs logging burns are
exempt from the EPA this may be considered a conflict of interest
As discussed at length with all presenters and during stakeholder group meetings with the EPA
at the Clean Air Summit, DELPW needs to stop misleading the public by saying that industrial
logging burns are “planned burns” and conflating them with fire management burns. This
smoke screen by DELPW was exposed in 2018 in the article Fuel reduction a smokescreen for
logging burns26 yet as seen above during Covid19 lockdown, when DELWP was only burning
industrial logging coupes around Warburton they are still continuing conflate with “planned
burns”.

Whilst community members have fed into the Clean Air Summit, provided review via Engage Victoria, and in the
absence of progress by Government, developed our own Clean Air Action Plan27, we are aware that despite our
best efforts to inform Ministers of the conduct of their government departments and the above conflicts of
interest, that NONE of the current legal mechanisms to regulate air pollution from forest burns are being
brought into the new regime. The State Environment Protection Policy (SEPP) Air Quality Management (AQM)
will no longer exist once the new regime comes into force. The SEPP AQM’s explicit provisions for mitigating
the impact of forest burns on human and environment health should have been brought into the new
regulations and EPA. DELP must be requested to do this before the legislation is passed. This submission clearly
shows that Ministers are aware that their departments are not taking the risks to public health as seriously as the
obligation to supply wood to its own mills and Nippons legislated agreement. Even this legislative agreement
could and should have been broken due to force majeure during the fires. It also shows that community
engagement is not valid as community input has not reflected in the legislation.

22

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-20/vicforests-illegally-logging-in-water-catchments/100079514
https://www.envirojustice.org.au/our-work/nature/forests/possums-case/
24
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/sustainability/vicforests-ends-bid-for-sustainability-tick-20200813-p55lhy.html
25
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/victorian-government-to-buy-heyfield-timber-mill/newsstory/e3c09edd479123c3f78ba8c4a1118471
26
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/environment/2018/05/12/fuel-reduction-smokescreen-loggingburns/15260472006217
27
https://www.envirojustice.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/VICTORIA-Clean-Air-Action-Plan-2021.pdf
23

Annexures
Annexure 01 Planned burns and smoke impact Investigation

A review of “Planned Burns” and the Impact of Industrial Logging Smoke
Affecting the Health of Victorians, their Businesses & Wellbeing.
By Adam Menary 1 June 2018 “It is estimated that 64% of Melbourne smoke pollution in early May was from logging burns”.

Executive summary
Every April and May the community of the Yarra Ranges, Toolangi, Yarra Valley, Healesville and greater
Melbourne is heavily impacted by protracted fumigation from logging burns.
Whilst the government make us aware that “planned burns for fire fuel reduction are for our safety”, we have
observed over a decade, that on most days, most of the smoke impact is coming from industrial logging burns.
Using government data, this review shows that in early May 2018, approximately 64% of the smoke volume
impacting Melbourne and surrounds was coming from logging burns. On the 1st of May the EPA Air Watch site
reported Air Quality Index (AQI) in Mooroolbark was 618 with PM2.5 at 154.4 mg/m3. Both readings are
in the “very poor” range for air quality and considered dangerous. Despite this data being publicly available,
all of the government websites and main stream media before the article in the Saturday Paper on the 12th of
May 2018, avoid mentioning the fact that the majority of smoke is coming from industrial logging.
There is a large body of science highlighting the danger of smoke from forest fires of any type and more recently
evidence of 14 deaths in Sydney from pollution from planned burns. There are many scientific papers
questioning the value of fuel reduction burning. However, there is no EPA permit required by Nippon Paper
(aka Australian Paper makers of Reflex copy paper) for this industrial logging pollution because it is carried out
by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) under the Environment Ministers
portfolio who apply for local council burn permits.
The clear fell logging is uneconomic with tax payers funding an estimated $133 million in unpaid resource rent.
Furthermore Premier Andrews has recently bought the Heyfiled sawmill for approx. 60 Million dollars to prop up
the failing industry.
The “Planned burns for your safety” misinformation, is a “smoke screen” hiding the regeneration burning
pollution from Nippon Papers woodchip supply chain whilst the community are suffering adverse health effects,
none of which has to comply with the EPA air quality requirements.
This review highlights many things you can do including making a submission to the Clear Air for All
Victorians initiative via the engage Victoria website due 30 June 2018 https://engage.vic.gov.au/cleanair-for-all-victorians
For the latest updates visit the Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/smokepollutionvic/
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Government websites are misleading the public
DELWP have a website Forest Fire Management Victoria that talks about “planned burns”;
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/bushfire-fuel-and-risk-management/planned-burns
Forest Fire Management Victoria fail to mention that many of these “planned burns” are logging burns
for regeneration burning. Here is the description on their website.

From the interactive map on their site you can zoom in and see the coupes numbers in the format xxxxxx-xxxx see below eg 312-512-0004;
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Note that in the key at the bottom of the map there is no reference to “logging coupe burns” just burn
boundary see below;

You can type in coupe numbers in the search box at the bottom of the table;

Or you can type e.g. “Marysville” at the bottom of the table to get all the scheduled and in progress burns
see below;

On the 29/4/2018 we drove through Marysville at about 5pm and it was covered in thick smoke. It was
hard to breath and we could not see the hills from the smoke from these coupe burns above.
This year in our area 74 of the 108 planned burns ie 69% were logging burns not fuel reduction burns (see
image below).

(To get the numbers above go to the ffm website and scroll through the table and find 10 digit numbers
in the form xxx-xxx-xxxx then hit next to get the next batch.)
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To cross reference these coupes you can go to the VicForests “Timber Release Plan – Interactive map”
and type the coupe number in http://www.vicforests.com.au/planning-1/timber-release-plan1/approved-trp-jan-2017

Black circular shapes on these high-resolution PDF maps, represent logging coupes and you can zoom in
to get high detail. As you can see below the logging coupes approved for logging in Jan 2017 that will be
clear felled and burned are extensive in number to the North East and East of Melbourne;

A full list of approved logging coupes can be found here;
http://www.vicforests.com.au/static/uploads/files/vicforests-trp-including-approved-changesjanuary2017-wfzbavyxuidr.pdf
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The image below shows the current approved logging from January 2017 around Toolangi to the North
East of Melbourne;

http://www.vicforests.com.au/static/uploads/files/approved-january2017-trp-map-toolangi-lwfzloubriaat.pdf
On the interactive map on the above site you can see these as purple cross hashed areas and click on
them to get coupe details;
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Below is a pivot table summary of planned burn data, from the Forest Fire Management Website, on the
3rd of May, for burn regions that impacted Melbourne.
The pivot table shows that whist the total area for planned logging burns close to Melbourne is
approximately 7%, the total contribution to the overall smoke pollution is approx. 64%. This is because
fire management burns typically only burn fine material such as grasses and leaves and emit approx. 9
tonnes per ha whilst logging burns emit approx. 135 tonnes per ha.

Table 1. Smoke pollution output by planned burn type around Melbourne from Government Planned
burn data.

The following pivot table 2 shows that over the whole of Victoria that approximately 33% of the smoke
comes from logging burns;

Table 2. Smoke pollution output by planned burn type for the whole of Victoria from Government
Planned burn data.
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References for figures used in above tables:
Managing temperate forests for carbon storage: impacts of logging versus forest protection on carbon
stocks Heather Keith David Lindenmayer Brendan Mackey David Blair Lauren Carter Lachlan
McBurney Sachiko Okada Tomoko Konishi-Nagano First published: 25 June 2014
https://doi.org/10.1890/ES14-00051.1
National Carbon Accounting system – Technical report No32. Forest Management in Australia: Impacts
for Carbon Budgets. Australian Government, Department of Climate Change, Edited by R.J. Raison and
R.O. Squire. https://publications.csiro.au/rpr/download?pid=procite:9b1bf1b6-00af-44f7-b108b68bba21289e&dsid=DS1
Ecological effects of repeated low-intensity fire in a mixed eucalypt foothill forest in south-eastern
Australia : summary report (1984-1999). https://trove.nla.gov.au/version/21120378

The Environmental Protection Agency’s AirWatch web page states that the “planned burns” are to
reduce bushfire risk. Clearly regeneration burning is an industrial process for paper production not for
reducing fire risk to the community. https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/our-work/monitoring-theenvironment/epa-airwatch#Plannedburns

The website has historical data and we can see that on the 1st of May AQI in Mooroolbark was 618 with
PM2.5 at 154.4 both readings are very poor.
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Other towns were being evacuated with AQI 4x lower. There were government officials at Coles in
Healesville in early May telling people to go home and stay inside.
When a complaint was lodged in April 2018 with the EPA specifically about observed, video recorded and
photographed smoke impact from industrial logging, the EPA responded that “…logging smoke was
outside their jurisdiction” see below;

Complaint to EPA
Date 22 April 11 Am
Details: logging burns started in Toolangi Friday / Saturday - smoke coming from native Logging
burns Hardy’s creek road in Toolangi Coupe 300-517-003

and Plantation Rd in Narbarthong
Wind: on Sunday wind currently 1 km per hr wsw but very light and smoke settling in Healesville
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Effect: headaches from carbon monoxide restricted breathing from smoke and health impacts from
dioxin

Government Misinformation is Causing Bullying
A public Facebook page warning friends, family and the community about the protracted fumigation
from industrial logging burns (https://www.facebook.com/loggingburns/) is being attacked by members
of the community, accusing contributors of being "...greenies that will die in the next bushfire and
should be dozed into the ground". Or …”responsible and to blame for the deaths of the people in
Marysville. ”
Example 1
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Example 2

Logging burn process
When a coupe is burnt a helicopter drops napalm like incendiaries called Flash 21 or ground crews ignite
the coupe with drip torches. This creates a convention current that combusts the dry “waste wood”
appox 60% from the clear fell logging process. This creates a distinctive mushroom cloud compared
with “fuel reduction burns” which is usually lower level and more dispersed. See images below;

Ignition of a Logging coupe burn Photo by Chris Taylor
Once the convection currents pickup, in still conditions, the smoke from the logging coupe burn forms a
mushroom cloud and goes into the atmosphere see below;
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Logging coupe 460-512-0016 burn in Baw Baw Photo by Chris Taylor
However, over the next 48 hours while the coupes are burning wind conditions invariably change and the
smoke and carbon monoxide and other dangerous substances such as small particles known as PM2.5
can settle on towns and the city of Melbourne;

Smoke in Mooralbark from logging burns and fuel reduction burns 1/5/2018 – Photo by Chris Taylor
Below is a satellite image taken late yesterday (30th May 2018) showing the smoke shrouding around
Melbourne. The thick white plumes are from the clearfell logging burns, which are very hot and create a
convection column reaching high into the atmosphere. The more transparent areas of smoke, like the smoke
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hovering around the Dandenong Ranges, are largely fuel reduction burns and they are intended to be
'cooler' burns compared with the logging fires.

The green carbon report https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/green-carbon-part-1 highlights that the
Mountain Ash forests are some of the highest carbon forests in the world with up to 1200-2000 tonnes per
hectare. http://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p56611/pdf/exec summary.pdf
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During a “Clear fell” logging operation approximately 40% of the biomass is removed and 60% remains
on the ground and is dried and then burned to add nutrient back into the soil and create seed bed for
regeneration.

It is estimated that approximately 250 tonnes of carbon in the form of waste wood is left on the ground
so approx. 150 tonnes per ha is liberated during burning.

Logging Supply Chain Economics
Whilst Premier Daniel Andrews recently bought the economically unviable Heyfield sawmill for $70
million and gave Nippon Paper $120 million to establish plantations, the pulp supply chain is still
unviable and approximately 20-30% of their raw material comes from Tax payer subsidised native forest
logging. VicForests ( suppliers to Nippon Paper AKA Australian Paper) now owes the Tax payer and
estimated $133 million in unpaid resource dividends while we continue to pay for the regeneration
burning.
In 2010 the Victorian Department of Treasury and Finance (DTF) engaged URS Australia p/l to undertake a
review of VicForests’ operations in its first five years. Having analysed the state-owned native-forest
logging company’s performance, URS suggested that the company should be able to produce 15% - 20%
"Return on Equity".
This Return on Equity would be realised primarily through payment to Treasury of an annual dividend to
recompense the State for the privilege of being allowed to log publicly-owned forests. The dividend is
determined "after consultation with the Treasurer". In most years since the corporation began operations
in 2004 it has been assessed at "$Nil". Dividends have now been paid in only five years out of thirteen.
VicForests' 2017 Annual Report, was tabled in Parliament on 19th October and reveals yet another failure
to assess a dividend payable in respect of 2015-16 and 2016-17. I note that in July 2016, the state's native
forest logging arm, VicForests, paid a dividend of $1,502,000 to the people of Victoria, in respect of the
2014-15 financial year.
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The $133 million outstanding is calculated on the basis of RoE suggested in the URS review, using the more
conservative 15%. On this basis the shortfall between the URS expectation and VicForests’ performance
after 13 years of operation is now more than $133 million.
Although $133 million is a substantial sum, it is a very reasonable amount to expect in exchange for
destruction of a massive and valuable public resource over thirteen years. For comparison, Forestry South
Australia, which manages public timber plantations and produces an almost identical volume of timber to
VicForests (1.33 million cubic metres compared to VicForests' 1.27 million), returned an annual dividend
to the people of that state of $29.5 million in 2013, $14 million in 2012, $26 million in 2011 and $31 million
the year before that, a total of $100.5 million for only four years!

Approximately 3% of wood ends up as appearance grade timber under the ASH brand. Approximately
80% of wood from native forest logging ends up as wood chips that are either exported to Japan, pulped
for paper, burnt for power or used in Australia to make Reflex copy paper.

Log dump and woodchip pile at Australian Paper aka Nippon Paper Maryvale Vic.

Who pays for the logging burns
The helicopters that light up the coupes, the trucks, bulldozers, equipment & all the staff working
weekends to burn the logging coupes for the Permiers saw mill and Nippon are being paid for by the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning.

What you can do.
The most important thing to do is distribute and get the facts out about industrial logging burns hiding
behind “planned burns” for your safety. Share this with everyone you know. If you are in media write
stories about it.
Follow the Logging burns smoke and respiratory issues face book page and share articles.
Stop using Reflex paper and Sign the ethical paper pledge to not use paper such as Reflex copy paper
that comes from critically endangered species habitat. http://www.ethicalpaper.com/
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When you are impacted by smoke check the planned burns site and look for logging coupes as per above
then give the details of coupe burn smoke impacting you to the EPA and ask for a formal response.
Write to your local members of parliament (ie all 3 parties) and let them know that this not acceptable
and you want it to stop by ending native forest logging and subsidies immediately and transitioning to
plantations.
Go and witness a coupe burn by getting the date and location from Forest Fire Management you can
usually park right next door and watch the mushroom cloud punch a hole in the atmosphere.
When you see media that blames smoke on ‘planned burns for your safety” review the above Forest Fire
Management Website and see if logging coupe burns are in progress or planned and where the smoke is
coming from and then write letters to them complaining about their bias position.
Support the Great Forest National Park campaign for a better use of the forest resource
Make a submission to the engage Victoria website due 30 June 2018 https://engage.vic.gov.au/clean-airfor-all-victorians
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Science and media references about smoke
The Saturday Paper – Fuel Reduction a smoke screen for logging burns 12 May 2018
The smoke drifting into Melbourne from fires in Victoria’s central highlands, described by a government
agency as the result of bushfire management for community safety, is mostly due to logging industry
burnoffs. By Katherine Wilson.
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/environment/2018/05/12/fuel-reduction-smokescreen-loggingburns/15260472006217

Air quality warning for Victorian asthma suffers
On the 13th May 2017 an article in the Age made no mention of mention of the logging burns planned over last
few days and coming week nor the fuel reduction burns either. Apparently wood heaters are the cause of
Melbourne's cumulative pollution build up!

https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/air-quality-warning-for-victorian-asthma-sufferers-20170512gw3whe.html

Extreme bushfire events increase out of hospital cardiac arrests increase by 50%
Research finds during extreme bushfire events out-of-hospital cardiac arrests on such days increased by
almost 50%.

https://journals.lww.com/epidem/Fulltext/2011/01001/Air Pollution From Bushfires and Out of hospital.13
2.aspx#
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Smoke from bushfires (AKA logging / planned burns) poses a health hazard for all of us

https://theconversation.com/smoke-from-bushfires-poses-a-health-hazard-for-all-of-us-11493

Sydney air pollution from scheduled burn lead to 14 deaths

http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-16/sydney-back-burning-causes-14-premature-deaths-studyfinds/8029160?pfmredir=sm

Contrary to common belief, some forests get more fire resistant with age
Fuel reduction burning disturbing forests and preventing them becoming old growth is counter to the science. “I
looked at every fire in every forest in the Australian Alps National Parks and found that mature forests are
dramatically less likely to burn. Perhaps surprisingly, once a forest is several decades old it becomes one of
our best defences against large bushfires.”..
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https://theconversation.com/contrary-to-common-belief-some-forests-get-more-fire-resistant-with-age-95059

Burn-offs have almost no effect on bushfire risk, study finds

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/dec/15/burn-offs-bushfire-risks-australia-tasmania
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Managing smoke should be integral to planning hazard reduction programs

https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2016/205/9/rapid-assessment-impact-hazard-reduction-burning-aroundsydney-may-2016

The language of fire, “Did Australian Aboriginals burn as we are told?
Many people claim that the Aboriginals used to burn the forests but this is not correct and not backed by
science either.
Fuel reduction and ecological burning etc. are based on the assumption that all Aboriginal people undertook
fire-stick farming. Joel Wright, traditional owner in southwest Victoria, is an indigenous language, culture
and history researcher. He finds no evidence of wide-scale burning in Aboriginal language and culture, but
does find other explanations for the history of aboriginal fires observed by Europeans. These were often
smoke-signals exchanged between clans, for general communication and warning of approaching
Europeans etc. There was also defensive burning to hinder explorers by burning feed their for their stock.
Other fires were to 'cover their tracks' when they were being pursued, etc.. Many of these fires were
mistaken for landscape burning. Joel also found one record of burning small portions of dry grass around
marshes to expose an area to attract birds to scratch for food there, making the birds potential meals for
the indigenous hunters. Nowhere did he find anything to justify the destructive and dangerous annual
incineration of the landscapes of the Gunditjamara by the Victorian Government. He was concerned that
burning the bush as we do now kills the birds and animals so important to vegetation stories, removes scar
and burial trees and burns micro particles from axes and spears that holds the clues as to what they were
used for. The video was recorded from Wright's presentation at Australian Wildlife Protection Council Fire
and Wildlife Conference, "Pause and Review Victoria's Fire Management." November 2014

In this video at 24:20 “A different approach is needed to be adopted ….The current method of fire management
is not appropriate and is doing more damage and creating more risk to bushfire than is intended.” “There is no
clear evidence that bush burning reduces the risk”.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHZjyuE2qP8

Winemaker fears smoke from planned burns could affect harvest
Industrial logging pollution is impacting other high value industries but is not monitored by the EPA.

https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/winemaker-fears-smoke-from-planned-burns-could-affectharvest-20170407-gvfx5u.html

Airport flights delayed from Logging burns and Melbourne Blanketed in thick fog, smoke
On the 18th April 2017 The Herald sun is calling them back burns but we observed that most of the fires and
most of the smoke was coming from industrial logging fires in Toolangi and Kinglake by VicForests without
an EPA permit
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Smoke haze from controlled burns covers Melbourne
1/5/2018 Absolutely no mention of the massive amount of smoke coming from native forest logging burns as
witnessed over the weekend and Monday and Tuesday.
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/smoke-haze-from-controlled-burns-covers-melbourne/newsstory/3d927cae527abfe8c941203239570c4f?utm source=Herald%20Sun&utm medium=email&utm campaign
=editorial
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Additional reference documents can be found in the following dropbox location
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tvcqx555p66cxgp/AAC180Cm6CPoMY5rRpIx94Zoa?dl=0
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Annexure 02 Cost of VicForests Burns Questions on Notice

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/SCEP/Fire Season Prepardeness/Vi
c Forests Inquiry-Fire Season Preparedness VicForests Response to Questions.pdf

Annexure 03 Complaint about injury from logging coupe smoke

Complaint about smoke from logging coupe burns
Date 22 April 11 Am
Details: logging burns started in Toolangi Friday / Saturday - smoke coming from native Logging
burns Hardy’s creek road in Toolangi Coupe 300-517-003

and Plantation Rd in Narbarthong
Wind: on Sunday wind currently 1 km per hr wsw but very light and smoke settling in Healesville
Effect: headaches from carbon monoxide restricted breathing from smoke and health impacts
from dioxin

Adam Menary
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

contact <contact@epa.vic.gov.au>
Monday, 23 April 2018 12:10 PM
Feedback

Hi Adam,
Thank you for contacting EPA Victoria.
Please be advised that smoke from logging does not fall within the EPA Victoria’s Jurisdiction. I would suggest
getting in contact with the Environmental Health Officer within the Local Council.
If you require further assistance, please contact us.
Subscribe here for EPA Victoria Updates and our Quarterly Newsletter: http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-us/newscentre/subscribe
Kind Regards,

Daina
Customer Service Team

Environment Protection Authority Victoria
200 Victoria Street, Carlton VIC 3053 | GPO Box 4395, Melbourne VIC 3001 | DX 210082
 1300 372 842 | E contact@epa.vic.gov.au | www.epa.vic.gov.au
A healthy environment that supports a liveable and prosperous Victoria.
Follow us

This email (and any attachments) is for the intended recipient only and may contain privileged, confidential or
copyright information. If you are not the intended recipient, any use of this email is prohibited, please notify the
sender immediately or contact us on 1300 372 842 (1300 EPA VIC), or contact@epa.vic.gov.au and delete the
original. EPA does not warrant that this email or any attachments are error or virus free and accepts no liability for
computer viruses, data corruption, delay or interruption, unauthorised access or use. Any personal information in
this e-mail must be handled in accordance with the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic).
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Annexure 04 Response from EPA about logging smoke injury

Adam Menary
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

contact <contact@epa.vic.gov.au>
Monday, 23 April 2018 12:10 PM
Feedback

Hi Adam,
Thank you for contacting EPA Victoria.
Please be advised that smoke from logging does not fall within the EPA Victoria’s Jurisdiction. I would suggest
getting in contact with the Environmental Health Officer within the Local Council.
If you require further assistance, please contact us.
Subscribe here for EPA Victoria Updates and our Quarterly Newsletter: http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-us/newscentre/subscribe
Kind Regards,

Daina
Customer Service Team

Environment Protection Authority Victoria
200 Victoria Street, Carlton VIC 3053 | GPO Box 4395, Melbourne VIC 3001 | DX 210082
 1300 372 842 | E contact@epa.vic.gov.au | www.epa.vic.gov.au
A healthy environment that supports a liveable and prosperous Victoria.
Follow us

This email (and any attachments) is for the intended recipient only and may contain privileged, confidential or
copyright information. If you are not the intended recipient, any use of this email is prohibited, please notify the
sender immediately or contact us on 1300 372 842 (1300 EPA VIC), or contact@epa.vic.gov.au and delete the
original. EPA does not warrant that this email or any attachments are error or virus free and accepts no liability for
computer viruses, data corruption, delay or interruption, unauthorised access or use. Any personal information in
this e-mail must be handled in accordance with the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic).
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Annexure 05 Study into the source of smoke over 10 days

Source of Smoke over the next 10 days
for area North East of Melbourne
13th April 2019
Of the 41 planned burns North East of Melbourne, over the next 10 days, 33 or 80% are industrial
logging slash burns. Please consider attributing negative health impacts from smoke such as
breathing difficulties, heart attacks or carbon monoxide poisoning to the associated cause.

Type of Planned Burns
Forest Fire Management Victoria has the following website with an interactive map that shows
planned burns for the next 10 days;
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/bushfire-fuel-and-risk-management/planned-burns
Planned burns are made up of “fuel reduction burns” and industrial “logging slash burns”
All of the planned burns with a number attached in the format xxx-xxx-xxxx are “coupe” numbers for
the logging burns
You can find these coupe numbers by either, looking at the table via the link above or, by zooming
into the map, to one of the icons with a fire on it, until you can see if it has numbers or not see
below;

Image 1 Zoomed in view of a fire icon showing coupe number
The planned logging slash burns between 13th of April and the 23rd of April 2019 have been identified
in the image below and highlighted yellow and their coupe numbers added see below;

Image 2 Planned buns between 13th – 23rd April 2019 with logging burns highlighted in yellow and
coupe numbers added
Version 2

Extent and source of smoke
Current bushfires and planned burns as well as the estimated smoke impact can be found at the
following interactive web site;
http://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/

Image 3 Map from emergency website with blue and grey shaded areas showing smoke impact and
icons showing planned burns or bushfires. On the website click + or the i icon for more details.

Air Quality Impact of Smoke
The EPA provide Real time air quality results on following interactive site;

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/our-work/monitoring-the-environment/epa-airwatch
You can move the map and zoom into your area and click on a pin for more details. Note the closest
monitoring station to Healesville is Lilydale and at the time of capturing this image below
Healesville was blanketed in logging coupe smoke but Lilydale was giving an air quality rating of
‘Good’ so it may not be reflective of the Yarra Ranges.

Version 2

Health Warnings
For details of the impact including cautionary health advice click below:
Latest EPA News and Updates
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/abo…/news-centre/news-and-updates
For more details about the AirWatch health categories visit here;
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/…/epa-airwatch/epa-airwatch-heal…
Please review the learning units and post pictures of current smoke events detailing your location
and effect in the discussion.

Community Forum
We have a Face Book community discussion group Vic Smoke Affected Communities Forum
https://www.facebook.com/groups/340006166857922/
This group is for community discussion and to allow individuals to support each other in relation
to current and ongoing smoke events in Victoria. Click 'see more' for useful live links to live sites.

Education units
After being accepted to join the group, On the left of the page you can see “Units” which are
education modules about smoke and events
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